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SEVENTY YEARS OF CONSCIENTIOUS PERFORMANCE 








SEVENTY YEARS OF FAIR DEALING WITH COMPETITORS 














SEVENTY YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE TO THE INSURING PUBLIC 








SEVENTY YEARS OF FULFILLING THE NEEDS OF ITS REPRESENTATIVES 














SEVENTY YEARS IDENTIFIED WITH THE BEST PRINCIPLES OF THE INSURANCE BUSINESS 











SEVENTY YEARS A BULWARK OF STRENGTH IN FINANCE AND IN CHARACTER IN EVERY CRISIS 











American Central Jnsurance Co. 


New Home Office—Planters Building—St. Louis, Missouri 





B. G. CHAPMAN, JR., President D. E. MONROE, Vice-President HAROLD M. HESS, Secretary 
CONRAD ROEDER, ROY W. SMITH, HENRY I. RIEMAN, Assistant Secretaries 





A Pioneer Company of America 


Grows Richer in Agency Use- 
fullness As The Years Go By 





New England Dept., Boston, Mass. - SIMPSON, CAMPBELL & CO., Managers 
Pacific Coast Dept., San Francisco, Cal. - - - . B. GOODWIN, Manager 
Southern Dept., Atlanta, Ga. . - - - A. H. TURNER, Manager 
Southwestern Dept., Houston, Texas - “CRAVENS, DARGAN & COMPANY, Managers 
Western Canada Dept., seeee-tne Manitoba’ - - - - FESS & SMITH, Managers 
New York City - - - - - - JOHN G. HILLIARD, Inc., Managers 














“WE STAND UPON THE MERIT OF OUR YEARS’’ 














Look Ahead in 1924 


What does 1924 hold in store for the insurance 
agent? That is a question which any agent can 
answer by his own limitations. 


New fire business under the present increase in 
building activity should be good. 


Then there are the side lines— Rain, Tourist 
Baggage, Parcels Post, and many others—all good 
possibilities for developing a larger local business. 


You shall determine your income in 1924 by 
your own activities. 




















Che HOME BSu8S NEW YORK 
Elbridge G. Snow, President 
Organized 1853 Cash Capital *18,000,000 
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AN ESTABLISHED REPUTATION 
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Casualty Insurance Company of New York 
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Chartered 1874 


Is Now Writing All Casualty and Surety Lines 
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ACCIDENT AND HEALTH FIDELITY 
AUTOMOBILE CONTRACT 


BURGLARY JUDICIAL 
EMPLOYERS’ AND OFFICIAL 
PUBLIC LIABILITY BANK 
PLATE GLASS INTERNAL REVENUE 
WATER DAMAGE and CUSTOMS 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE FRATERNAL ORDER 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION RAIL ROAD 
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While providing Absolute Financial Protection we hold an army of Satisfied Policy-Holders to be a 
Greater Asset than mere millions in money. 
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Nationwide Claim and Inspection Service 
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Home Office, 55 Fifth Avenue ' 


—OFFICERS— 
R. HOWARD BLAND, Chairman of Board 
EUGENE H. WINSLOW, President 
J. SCOFIELD ROWE, Vice Pres. 
LUTHER E. MACKALL, Vice Pres. 


ROBERT A. DRYSDALE, Vice Pres. 
S. WILLIAM BURTON, Vice Pres.—Sec’y—Treas. 
ALBERT H. LAHY, Asst. Sec’y—Treas. 


EDGAR A. BLENDOW, Ass’t Sec’y 
CHARLES L. PHILLIPS, Vice President & General Manager 
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ADVERTISEMENT No. 14 





What the Companies of the Western i) 
Insurance Bureau Have to Offer 


As it is constituted today the Western Insurance Bureau is in a 
position to take care of any Western Bureau agent’s business, of what- 








ever kind and wherever located. In other words, an agent represent- a 
ing Western Insurance Bureau companies exclusively, is able to extend we 
to his assureds an agency and company service second to none. 

We want local agents, regardless of their present or probable W 
company affiliations, to know just what the companies of the Western oa 
Insurance Bureau have to offer. On sprinklered and improved risks, fact 
on large lines, and in connection with adjustments the Western 8 
Insurance Bureau companies have especially attractive arrangements. ; 
Through the various cooperative activities of the Western Insurance } fight 
Bureau the agent’s needs are fully satisfied. These co-operative or- Be 
ganizations, the Western Sprinklered Risk Association, The Western out 
Improved Risk Association, The Western Inter Re-insurance Bureau, were 
The Western Re-Insurance Bureau Class B, and the Underwriters = 
Adjusting Company, are all valuable and important adjuncts of the a 
Western Insurance Bureau. They are service stations for Western fe 
Bureau agents. -F 

must 
elabc 

For the next few weeks in this space we want to tell you some- mor 
thing about what these organizations are doing and in just what had 
manner they equip Western Bureau agents to render service of,jthe i 
highest order. vat 
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This space has been contracted and paid for by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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HOW PEACE PLAN WAS _ || 


DEVELOPED BY BAKER | 





Kansas Commissioner Saw Oppor- 
tunity for Getting Union and 
Bureau Forces Together 


INTERVIEWS IN CHICAGO 





Found Other Commissioners in Middle 
West Held Views Similar to 
His Own. 





W. R. Baker, insurance commissioner 
of Kansas, looms large insur- 
ance horizon just to the 
fact that it was principally due to his 
efforts that an armistice was declared 
between the Western Union and West- 
ern Insurance Bureau this week. When 
it became known that the separation 
fight was over, agents and company of- 
ficials of both Union and Bureau com- 
panies were interested chiefly in finding 
out how it happened. Until this week 
seemingly both the Union and Bureau 
were determined to fight it out to a fin- 
ish, Then suddenly a truce was ar- 
ranged. 


the 
owing 


on 
now, 


Legality Questioned 
As nearly as can be learned this is 
just about what took place. Commis- 
sioner Baker issued his ruling applying 
to Kansas in which he declared that 
the separating of agencies in his state 
must be discontinued. His ruling was 
elaborate and covered all phases of the 
situation. Protest was immediately 
made by the officials of Western Union 
companies that Commissioner Baker 
had exceeded his authority, that his 
ruling could not be substantiated in 
court, and that at the first opportunity 
the legality of his order would be 
tested. 
Baker Visits Chicago 


Mr. Baker decided to make a trip to 
Chicago to confer with those who were 
so violently opposing his order. He 
arrived in Chicago last Thursday and 
remained there until last Monday night. 
During that time he discussed the 
whole Union and Bureau controversy 
with a large number of western man- 
agers, both Union and Bureau. Dur- 
ing the time he was in Chicago he also 
telephoned to Commissioners Wells of 
Minnesota, Kendrick of Iowa, and Van 
Camp of South Dakota. From them he 
learned that they held about the same 
views on the separation question that 
he did. It was also reported to Mr. 
Baker that Commissioner Conn of Ohio 
was about to make a ruling on separa- 
tion similar to that promulgated in Kan- 


sas. It had been rumored, too, that 
Commissioner McMurray of Indiana 
might take a hand. So far as Mr. 


Baker could discover all of these com- 
missioners took the same general stand 
on the Union and Bureau controversy 
that he had reached. 

Saw Settlement Possibility 


This impressed him with the fact 
that it might be possible to bring the 
nion and Bureau forces together. He 

















LETTER ON ARMISTICE GOING TO AGENTS 


il | 








N the subjoined statement is given 

the official notification to mixed agen- 

cies in the middle west which will 
be sent out bearing date of Jan. 11, by 
a large number of companies belonging 
to both the Western Union and Western 
Insurance Bureau. This action is, of 
course, advisory as there has been no 
vote of the membership of either organ- 
ization on the question. However, it 
is felt that in order to make possible 
permanent peace in the middle west a 
large majority of the companies of both 
the Union and Bureau will observe the 
terms set forth in the letter. The com- 
munication being sent out is as follows: 

“To all mixed agencies: 

“Growing out of a conference with 
W. R. Baker, superintendent of insur- 
ance of Kansas, an agreement with him 
has been reached between individual 
managers and executives, members re- 
spectively of the Western Insurance 
Bureau and the Union, under which an 
armistice is declared in all territory. 

“During said armistice, which expires 
as of Jan. 31, 1924, subject to the con- 
tingency hereinafter stated, it is agreed 
that no Bureau company will pay more 


began talking armistice and truce and 
cessation of hostilities to the managers 
he interviewed. He got some response 
to the idea and hurry up meetings of 
both organizations were held. The lead- 
ers of the Western Bureau met in Chi- 


cago on Monday and a meeting of 
Western Union chiefs took place in 
Chicago on Tuesday. Mr. Baker re- 
turned to Kansas Monday night. A 


definite agreement to call off separation 
activities was finally drawn up Tuesday 
night. 
Temporary Peace 

As it now stands all features of the 
Union-Bureau controversy are held in 

eyance until there can be a meeting 
of the insuraface commissioners ap- 
pointed by the national convention of 
insurance commissioners to consider 
uniform commissions. This committee 
was appointed at the last commissioners 
meeting following the introduction of a 


resolution by George W. Wells, Min- 
nesota commissioner. The committee 
is composed of H. P. Dunham, Con- 
necticut; Samuel W. McCulloch, Penn- 
svlvania; J. C. Luning, Florida; G. W. 
Wells, Minnesota, and Bruce T. Bul- 
lion, Arkansas, 


Want National Plan 


It is the present plan to work out a 
uniform scale of commissions to be ap- 
plied nationally. If this proves to be 


hold a meeting of all of the commis- 
sioners in Western Union territory for 
the purpose of deciding upon a uniform 
commission scale. Mr. Baker and oth- 
ers see in the development of the Union 
and Bureau controversy an opportunity 
to establish a commission scale that 
may be effective throughout the coun- 
try. There will then be no separation 
activities carried forward until such 


western commissioners can get together, 





January. 


| expiration of a 


time as either the original committee 
or a yet to be appointed committee of 


which will probably be about the first 
week in February or the last week in 








than the former conference scale of 
commissions applicable in mixed agen- 
cies and the Union will not enforce re- 
duction in commissions to 15 percent, 
ror will the Union companies remove 
their agencies from any mixed agency 
solely on account of said agent repre- 
senting any other company or com- 
panies. 

“The changed commissions 
come effective as of Jan. 1, 
continue until further notice. 

“Said armistice shall not expire until 
Jan. 31, 1924, and not thereafter until 
ten-day notice to be 
given by Mr. Baker, addressed to all 
of the companies. 

“The armistice is declared in the hope 
that a general meeting of insurance 
| commissioners, together with represen- 
tatives of all companies at a convention 
to be held during the present month will 
reach a conclusion that will be equit- 
able to the agents, fair to the public 
and workable as to the companies. 

“We sincerely hope that such an ar- 
rangement may be accomplished and to 
that end we will give our cordial coop- 
| eration,” 


be- 
and 


will 
1924 


SURVEY OF DRY GOODS TRADE 





Interesting Data Compiled as to In- 
surance Carried and Fire Pro- 
tection Provided. 


Survey of 


| the insurance carried and 
? ; 

| fire protection installed by members of 
| the National Retail Dry Goods Asso- 


ciation is made public in a report by 
the insurance committee of the organi- 
zation. The committee sent a question- 
naire to 589 members, 194 answers be- 
ing received. The results have been 
published in a book of 105 pages, which 
has just been distributed. The mem- 
bers were asked to schedule the dif- 
ferent classes of insurance carried and 
an astonishingly wide variety 
listed. As between classes of 
nies, 187 were insured in 
reciprocals, 74 in 
Lloyds. Many 
lines in each 


Was 
compa- 
stocks, 91 in 
mutuals, and 29 in 
of the members carried 
of these classes. As to 
protection, 124 had sprinklered proper- 
ties, six were partly sprinklered, and 59 
were unprotected. Interesting questions 


; were also asked and answered as re- 
| gards how rates were made and re- 
duced, whether there had been any ex- 


perience with non-board or rate cutting 





companies, appraisals, and occu- 
| pancy, etc. 


use 


not feasible it is then the intention to | 





PLAN FEDERATION BANQUET 

| The Insurance Federation of Illinois 
has sent out invitations for the annual 
meeting and banquet to be held in Chi- 
cago at the Hamilton Club Jan. 25. 
The speaker of the evening will be 
Clifford Ireland, director of trade and 
commerce in Illinois, and in addition 
there will be short talks by leaders in 
all branches of the insurance business. 
The seating capacity of the banquet hall 
is 800 and the federation officers be- 
lieve that this will be quickly exhausted 
as several officers have already over- 


subscribed their quota of reservations. 








SEPARATION HALTED 
PENDING CONFERENCE 


Insurance Commissioners Expect 
to Settle Amicably Differences 
Between Union and Bureau 


HOLD MEETING BY JAN. 20 


Truce Agreed to by Officials of Both 
Organizations Until First 


of February 
Enforcement of agency separation in 
the middle west and, in fact. the entire 


controversy between the Western Union 
and Western Insurance 
shelved until Feb, 1. 

organizat 


sureau has been 
Officials of 
have agreed 
extending to that date. 
commissioners 


both 
truce 
The insurance 
intervened, Effec- 
field men of Western Union 
companies will discontinue all separation 


activities, and the whole separation issue 


ions 


to a 


1 
nave 


tive at once, 


will be dropped by both sides. at least 
temporarily, 
Result of Conferences 
Chis declaration of an --mistice is the 


direct result of a series of conferences 
held in Chicago between W. R. Baker. 
insurance commissioner of Kansas, and 
a number of Union and Bureau company 
executives, 

Whether not the treaty of peace 
arranged this week is to be permanent 
will be decided at a conference of the 
insurance commissioners of the 15 states 
comprisin~ so-called Western Union 
territory with the members of the fire 
committee of the National Convention 
of Insurance Commissioners, to be held 
in Chicago about Jan. 20. Commissioner 
Dunham of Connecticut, who is chair- 
man of the fire committee of the Na- 
tional Convention of Insurance Com- 
missieners, is calling a meeting of his 
committee, and Commissioner Baker of 
Kansas is asking the commissioners in 
Western Union territory to attend. At 
this very important gathering the offi 
cials of the Western Union and Western 
Insurance Bureau companies will be af- 
forded an opportunity to present their 
views upon agency separation and the 
question of the insurance commissioners 
establishing a uniform scale of commis 
sions to be made applicable to all fire 
insurance companies, irrespective of 
affiliation 


or 


Want Uniform Seale 


It is 


the desire of not only the com- 
missioners in 


Western Union territory 
but insurance commissioners throughout 
the country to determine upon usiform 
action to be followed in all states so 
as to avoid another controversy such as 
h - been raging in the middle west be- 
tween the Union and the Bureau for 
the past several months, It is generally 
felt that this conference, the exact date 








of which cannot now be stated, will 
take place in Chicago either Jan. 19 
or 21, 
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A. W. DAMON PASSES ON 


PRESIDENT SPRINGFIELD F. & M. 


Built Up an Institution of Real Char- 
acter That Is a Monument to 
His Ability 


Alonzo Willard Damon, president ot 
the Springfield Fire & Marine, died 
Monday morning after an illness that 
extended over two years. Mr. Damon 
had an intestinal affection, which handi- 
capped him in his business materially. 
He, however, kept in close touch with 
what was going on and watched the 
Springfield with an ever-increasing care 
He had served as president since April 
8, 1895 

The growth of the modern Springtield 
Fire & Marine, its great reputation for 
fair dealing, its splendid spirit and its 
rugged virtues are largely due to Mr 
Damon’s strength of character and men- 
tal caliber. He was a man who stood 
for the right in spite of all opposition 
He had high ideals in business and 
aimed to square his life by them. The 
Springfield has been regarded every 
where as a clean company, intelligently 
and conscientiously administered. Presi- 
dent Damon aimed to build up an insti 
tution of this character Mr. Damon 
was the fifth president of the Spring 
field. 


Mr. Damon’s Career 


He was born at South Scituate, now 


Norwell, Mass., Feb. 11, 1847. He was | 


a direct descendant of John Damon. 
John Damon and others trom Kent, 
England, known as “Men of Kent, 


founded South Scituate. His parents | 


moved in 1849 from their old home to 
Boston. In 1862 Mr. Damon graduated 
from the Chapman Grammar School of 
Boston, being one of the four Franklin 
medal scholars. He entered the office 
of the Washington Fire of Boston, be 
coming chief clerk in 1866. The great 
Boston fire of 1872 brought about a re 
| 


organization of the company, it being | 


thereafter known as the Washington 
Fire & Marine. He was elected secre- 
tary in 1880 and resigned in 1888, hav 


ing served the company for 25 years. | 


In 1888 he became special agent of 
the Franklin of Philadelphia and the 


ear following entered the service of the | 


Springfield as special agent for eastern 


New England. He was called ~ the | 


home office in 1890 as assistant secre- 
tary and from that position was chosen 
for the presidency. 

John C. Harding and W. H. Linin 
ger, western managers, left Tuesday to 
attend the funeral held Wednesday 
afternoon in the Church of the Unity 
in Springfield. 

Mr. Damon died in the Soringheld | 
Hospital. For a time before Christmas 
he was exceedingly ill, and it was feared 
that the end was near. However, he 
recovered and was able to visit the 
company’s office the day before Christ- 
mas. He was taken to the hospital Sun- 
day night to undergo an emergency 


operation which was performed at 10] 


o'clock. 
Prominent in National Board 


Mr. Damon was not only interested 


in the upbuilding of the Springfield but 
he was active along constructive lines 
in the important work of contributing 
to the general welfare of the business. 
He served as a member of the execu- 
tive committee of the National Board in 
1900 and 1904. He was a member of 
the committee on statistics from 1900 
to 1907. He was a member of the 
committee of 20 from 1904 to 1906. Mr. 
Damon was chairman of the executive 
committee of the National Board from 
1906 to 1908, vice-president 1908 to 
1910 and president from.1910 to 1911. 


A. Readtorff of the Sterling office is 
at the present time on a visit to China 
and Japan. planning to return to the 
United States bv way of the coast. This 
week he is in Hong Kong and will sail 
soon thereafter. arriving at San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., and proceeding from there to 
New York City 








| president of the 
general insurance 
to the position 


DAMON 
Springfield F. & M. 


Russell Handles Railroad’s Business 


Reappointment of George H. Russell, 
George H. Russell Co., 


agents at Milwaukee, 
sole insurance mana- 


for the Chicago, Mil- 
aul Railroad, has been | 


E. Byram, president 


WORK IS CONSOLIDATED 
LESLIE C. GRAY IN CHARGE 


Well Known Local Agent and Field 
Man Takes Management of Mill 
Mutuals Office 


The offices of the mutual insurance 
companies writing mill and grain busi- 
ness from Kansas City, Mo., and Wich- 
ita, Kan., have been united under one 
management with offices at Kansas City 
and a service office at Wichita. The 
Southwestern Agency as thus consti- 
tuted will represent practically all the 
flour mill mutual companies of the 
country. One inspection service will 
do the work for all companies. Leslie 
C. Gray has been chosen as manager of 
the consolidated agency. Mr. Gray was 
formerly a local agent in Kansas City 
and prior to that supervised the south- 
western territory for the Springfield. 


| Charles H. Ridgeway, secretary of the 
| Western Millers Mutual of Kansas City, 
lis chairman of the southwestern com- 
| mittee, the other members being G. A. 


McKinney, secretary of the Millers 
Mutual of Alton, and A. D. Baker, sec- 
retary of the Michigan Millers Mutual. 





LaTourette Dead 
NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Pierre La- 
Tourette, manager of the Metropolitan 


: 1t) department of the Pacific Fire, the 
new appointment its | 
three years. 


Sankers & Shippers and the New Jersey, 


| died Saturday following an operation. 





CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








Superintendent 





similar action 


» between Western Union and 
Bureau is declared | 
activities discontinued 


Armstrong has resigned as 


secretary of the Na- 


* 


Damon of the Spring- 


died Monday morn- 


* * 


court issues tempo- 


f prohibition, which holds up 
F contempt order against 
Hyde, fining him $100 


resigns as Oklahoma in- 
commissioner, following sub- ; 
; of legislative investi- 


Commission threatens 10 per 
rates, and raps over- 


central business section 
reach $1,000,000 


k «ek 
attorney general rules com- 


to policyholders spe- 


» taxes lev ied by municipalities. 


announced for “Indiana 


at Indianapois next 


on separation raises in- 
questions 
such action on the 
agency 


in other states, in- 


Cunningham-Coale and Post-Creighton 
agencies of Baltimore, two of the oldest 
i i i announce merger. 


announces adoption of 


9 


Association of Insurance 
members to “sit tight” 


refuse to relinquish 


fforts are made to enforce the 


weather last week 


brought out a number of extra fires. The 
i January so far is 300 per- 


aK a 
appointed vice-presi- 


General Casualty & Surety 
it, in charge of the liability and 
i departments. 

x * x 


Commissioner Fishback of Washing- 
announces that under new law no 
appoint more than one 
in that state. 

* 


of Boston, following 


taken by the American 





Mutual Liability, reduces its dividend 
rate from 30 to 20 per cent and discon- 


| tinues 10 percent surcharge made in cer- 
|} tain states. 


ne * th 


Nebraska governor orders removal of 
Amos Thomas as receiver of Lion Bond- 
ing of Omaha on political grounds. Mr. 
Thomas may refuse to retire 

* * OX 

Hen y Swift Ives, secretary of the Cas- 
talty Information Clearing House, in an 
address before Duluth agents declared 


| that local agents are not insisting that 
; the public apply the recognized stan- 
dards of value to insurance that it does 


to commodities. 
* 


e -« 
The Aetna Life has purchased addi- 


| tional property adjacent to its home of- 


fice in Hartford, Conn., for expansion 
purposes as demands are made. 
* 
Fire loss of $1,000,000 and compensa- 
tion loss of $250,000 incurred in dust ex- 
plosion at Pekin, ., last week. 


New automobite rate manual issued by 
National Bureau. 

* a4 * 

Commissioner Wells of Minnesota 
submits objections to excepted cities and 
varying scales of commission. 

*x* * 

Northwestern National loses suit at 
Tacoma in United States court to en- 
join enforcement of new agency limita- 
tion law in Washiagton. 

os w 

The insurance commissioners in states 
in Western Union territory and the fire 
committee of the Insuranee Commission- 
ers Convention will hold a meeting in 
Chicago not later than Jan. 20 to discuss 
the uniform commission situation. 

* * x* 

Governor Cox of Massachusetts recom- 
mends that the law be amended to pro- 
vide for reciprocal insurance in that 
state, thus bringing about a situation 
that will prevent retaliation from other 
states, 

*x* * x 

Representatives of state associations 
of insurance agents in six states over 
which the Southeastern Underwriters 
Association has jurisdiction will meet in 
Atlanta with the conference committee 
of the Southeastern Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, Jan. 16, to discuss the subject 
of recognition of local boards. 

* * x 


W. B. Goodwin, Ohio state agent of the 
Aetna, is made secretary of the World 
Fire & Marine. 

* * * 

The Independence Indemnity of Phila- 
delphia celebrated an unprecedented first 
year of existence by a two-day conven- 
tion at the head office. 

x * * 

Home of New York buys 
Wilmington, 


Carolina of 





ADD TAX TO PREMIUM 


NEW RULING IN MISSOUR; 


Attorney General Reverses Holding op 
Excise Tax—Says Tax on Com- 
panies Is Tax on People 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO., Jan. 8~ 
Insurance companies operating in Mis. 
souri have a legal right to pass on to 
their policyholders any special excise 
taxes that are assessed against them 
for doing business in the various mun. 
icipalities of the state. 

Attorney General Jesse W. Barrett 
has so ruled in a special opinion sub. 
mitted to Superintendent Ben C. Hyde 
saying that when fire insurance com. 
panies are taxed by municipalities they 
may charge higher rates for insurance 
in such cities where they are so taxed. 
but that the said increase rates can only 
apply in the municipalities where the 
extra tax is charged. Attorney Generai 
Barrett’s ruling on this point reverses 
an opinion on the same question given 
by his office Aug. 7, 1923. Recently 
Superintendent Hyde sought to compel 
the insurance companies to reduce their 
rates in municipalities where they had 
raised the rates to take care of special 
excise taxes levied against them for 
doing business. Barrett’s letter to 
Hyde foll« Ws: 

Attorney General's Ruling 

On Aug. 7, 1923, this department gave 
you its opinion on the constructions of 
Sections 6276 and 6278 of the Revised 
Statutes, 1919, in regard to the right of 
fire insurance companies to increase rates 
in a given municipality because of mu- 
nicipal tax. Since then the insurance 
companies, by their counsel, asked for and 
received a hearing on the points of law 
involved and submitted briefs and an- 
thorities to support their contention 
that the municipal tax is an item of cost 
which must be considered in rate-making 
and which, in fairness, should be added 
to the rates in that municipality rather 
than distributed over the state as a 
whole. They point out that the statute 
does not forbid mere discriminations, but 
only “unfair discriminations,” and that 
this discrimination is not unfair. TI am 
persuaded that this is true, and that, on 
the contrary, it is unfair to the rest of 
the state if they are compelled to pay 
by way of increased premiums an amount 
of money which goes in taxes t'o only a 
few municipalities. I believe that ‘my 
original view was wrong, and, being so 
persuaded, feel obligated to savy so 
frankly. 

Tax on Company Tax on People 

The statute is somewhat ambiguous 
and has not yet been construed by any 
of our courts. My opinion was based on 
the accepted construction of other anti- 
discriminating statutes relating to sales 
of articles and commodities generally, 
whereas the situation in question stands 
on a ~very different economic basis. 
Where rates are regulated by the state, 
as in this case, and based upon the cost 
of doing business, it is folly to view a 
tax upon the company as anything other 
than a tax and burden upon the people 
themselves and the sole question here, 
therefore, becomes that of whether the 
special tax levied in certain towns and 
cities shall be paid by the citizens of 
the whole state or by the citizens of 
those municipalities. I believe that all 
ambiguities should be resolved in favor 
of the best public policy, and in this 
instance I think the public interest can 
best be served by having the extra cost 
of doing business assessed to the citi- 
zens of those municipalities where this 
extra cost is incurred. 

You are advised, therefore, that insur- 
ance companies doing business in munici- 
palities which levy a tax upon the com- 
panies therein may there charge higher 
rates on account of said tax without 
violating the provisions of Sections 6276 
and 6278, R. S. 1919. 





Texas Notes 

All Texas representatives of the Na- 
tional of Hartford, left Dallas last week 
for a week in the Home office. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gross R. Scruggs of Gross 
R. Scruggs & Co, of Dallas, will sail 
from New, York on Jan. 14 for a cruise 
of the Mediterranean, expecting to re- 
turn to Dallas about April 1. 
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pUST EXPLOSION LOSS 
OVER MILLION DOLLARS 


Catastrophe at Pekin, IIl., of Corn 
Products Plant Has 
Heavy Toll 





COMPENSATION LOSS 


BIG 


Near $1,000,000 Lost on Fire Line and 
Probably Over $250,000 on 
Casualty Lines 


Property loss of nearly $1,000,000 and 
ompensation loss of over $250,000 was 
incurred in the explosion of the Corn 
Products Company plant at Pekin, IIl., 
last week, the result of a dust explosion 
n one of the buildings. 
While it is too early to make any def- 


company’s 


due 
the 


inite estimate on losses incurred, 


to the 
fre having handicapped the work, it 1s 
believed the $1,000,000 property loss and 


severe cold which followed 


$950,000 compensation loss should be 
taken as conservative estimate. There 
was a total fire insurance line of $7, 
500.000 and the adjusters who are now 
at work on the loss, estimate about 12Y 
percent on the entire line. One 
building totally collapsed and two ad- 
joining buildings were partly wrecked 
by the explosion and_ subsequently 
wrecked bv fire. The bodies of the dead 
have not been recovered yet, but it is 
believed that there will be at least 40 
deaths and over 30 seriously injured in 
a final report. 


loss 


Many Adjusters at Work 


Many adjusters are now at work in 
the field, the Western Adjustment hav- 
ing sent its representatives immediately 
ipon receipt of the news of the catas- 
trophe. The compensation line, whi 
was carried by the Maryland Casualty, 
incurred one of the heaviest compensa- 
tion losses in many years and the 
Maryland Casualty now has what is 
virtually a branch office set up in Pekin 
to handle the examinations and adjust- 
ments. The claim department has 
opened an office in Pekin and is now at 
work taking testimony and making ex- 
aninations. The Maryland, of course, 
was heavily reinsured, so that it is not 
carrying more than the usual share ot 
the risk, but the total loss of $250,000, 
a moderate estimate of the final figure, 
s one of the heaviest compensation 
losses incurred in many years. The 
work of all adjusters has been handi- 
capped by the cold wave which swept 
across the middle west the day afte 
the fire, the casualty adjusters being 
particularly handicapped, as they hav 
been unable to recover the bodies of 31 
missing employes. The compensation 
loss will be particularly heavy, as those 
who were injured are in many 
blinded, so that it will be a case 
total and permanent disability. 


cases 


of 


Involves Explosion Question 
Pp 


It is not known whether the risk car- 
ried specific explosion cover or whether 
the fire policies covered the inherent 
hazards, but this is not looked upon 
seriously by many fire offices, as spe- 
cihe explosion insurance is not being 
pushed by most offices at this time. 
Many fire underwriters are recommend- 
ing the issue of fire policies with the 
inherent hazard clause in preference to 
the explosion policy. The existence of 
an explosion policy, which is practically 
always carried in a negligible amount, 
creates litigation and misunderstanding, 

hereas the inherent hazard clause cov 
ers all such catastrophies. The adjust- 
‘rs have not as yet reported on the loss 
and it is not known whether the explo- 
sion or fire was first, though in the past 








that has not been of much consequence 
in the final adjustment of the loss. 


Dust Explosions Numerous 


This dust explosion adds to toll of 
dust explosion losses which are being 
studied by experts of this particular 
class of loss and fire  preventionists 
throughout the country. Dust explo- 
sion has become an important hazard 
and experts who have studied the mat 
ter from all angles have proved by ex- 
periment and by actual losses in many 
cases that the hazard of dust explosions 
exists in any class of industry where 
dust can accumulate in confined space. 
Starch plants and grain warehouses are 
particularly exposed to this hazard, but 
it is by no means confined to these in- 
dustries. The United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has made a com- 
prehensive study of this subject and has 
reported at length on the various classes 
of dust explosions that have been expe 


rienced in actual cases and that hav 
been worked out in the laboratory. 
A portion of the fire line Carried. 


placed by the New York office of John 
son & Higgins, was as follows 


Automobil« 


Nat., Paris $10,000 

$208,083. Newark Fire, 
Atlas, Lon., $46,000 $35,000. 
Aetna, Conn., Niagara, $75,000 

$358,500. Nia. Det. Un 
Amer. Cent., $35,000. 

$35,660. Ins. Co. N. A 
Abeille, Paris $40,000, 

$10,000. Phil. F. & M., 
Buffalo, $15,000 $25,000 
City of N. Y., Pala., Lon., $150,000 

$96,000 Phenix, Paris, 
Caledonian, $40,000 $10,000, 
Com. Un., $220,000 Rhode Isl., $15,000 
Col. Und., $60,000 Roval, $100,000 
Dubuque F. & M St. Paul F & M., 

$50,000, $269,907. 
Franklin, $104,000, Tokio M. & F 
Georgia Home $120,000 

$10,000, Twin City, $50,000 
Glens Falls, $87.700. Un., Paris, $25,000 
ren., Paris, $53,000 Union, Canton 
Home of N. Y. $119,000 

$460,509 United States, 


Home Und., $111,500 


$25,000 


THE NATIONAL 





UNDERWRITER 


WATCH 


INTEREST IN OTHER STATES 


| 


in Muncie there was a dissolution of 


| partnership, Mr. Kirkpatrick taking the 


Question as to Effect on Separation on | 


Value of Agency Is Raised 
in Indiana 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 8.— 
Indiana field men are much interested in 
the Kansas ruling on separation and 


Union and Bureau commission rates. 


Some are predicting that this will slow | 


up separation in other states. While it 
is maintained by some Union company 
field men that they are pushing separa 
tion, other Union men say that their 
companies are not pressing the matter 
yet as far as they are concerned. It is 
also stated that some agents were noti- 
fied that they had to make their decision 
by Jan. 1, while others have been give: 
to understand that they could have 30 
to 60 days to make up their minds 


Works Considerable Hardship 


Some of the big mixed agencies in 
the state have not yet been disturbed 
and they are inclined to stand 
Separation, where it has been put into 


effect has worked a considerable hard 


pat 


ship to a number of agencies and in the 

case of Morrison, Kirkpatrick & Blue 

L & LL. & G Westch’r, $100,000 
$250,000 Globe & Rutgers, 

Merchants, $44,750 $147,200 

Mich. F. & M., Hamilton, $80,000 
$25,000 Hudson, $37,500 





Ldn. & Scottish, 
$30,000. 


$50,000, 


New Hamp., $25,000. Ldn. & Prov 
New Zealand, $40,000. 
$100,000 Yorkshire, $200,000. 
N. Z. Onda. Stuyvesant, $50,000 
$504,500, Springfield, $25,000 
N. Lon., $195,000 Lloyds, London, 
$350,000. Nat., Conn., $200,000 


| 


Bureau companies and Morrison & Blue 
taking the Union companies. As a 
consolidation had been effected by the 
P. K. Morrison agency with the Kirk- 
patrick & Blue agency a few months 
ago and before the subject of separation 
came up this dissolution meant consid- 
erable financial loss to this partnership 
as they had gone to considerable ex- 
pense to establish a new agency and 
now have been forced to incur further 
expense in making a dissolution. 


Effect on Value of Agency 


A field man Bureau company 
asks the question, “How has separation 
affected the value of a local agency?” 
He answers this with the opinion that 
it has considerably reduced the value of 
an agency, since it has reduced at least 
one-half the potential purchasers for an 


ola 


agency that may be for sale. Before 
separation was announced an agency 
might be sold to either a Union or a 


Bureau agency, now it can be sold to 


only one class according to its own 
complexion. He cited an instance of 
an agency in which he is interested, 


that is for sale, but there is no buyer as 
there is no other Bureau agency in town 
that will buy it or to which the com 
would care to go, though, under 
ie old condition before separation, two 
Union i would be 


panies 
t 

tl 

oO 


ceptable 


r three 


agencies 
purchasers 


Automobile Rates for Coast 
SAN AL., jan. 9 


The automobile rates for the Pacific 
will go into effect about 
part of January Che San 
headquarte received 
manuals and this week 
general reduction 
and liabilit-y cov 
by ] 


FRANCISCO, ¢ 
new 
es 
the latter 


| rane 


isco rs offices 
schedules 
revision 


ire, theft, 


ive in é V1 


means a 


collision 


er th past requests 


loca 
agents. 


HEAVY LOSS INCURRED IN DUST EXPLOSION 





The tremendous life and property loss , 
in the explosion of the Corn Products | 
Company plant at Pekin, IIL, last week | 
is clearly shown in this illustration of | 


a portion of the plant which 
wrecked by the dust explosion. <A 
property loss of nearly $1,000,000 was 
‘ncurred and the loss of life is not yet 
definitely known. There will undoubt- 
edly be at least 40 deaths and over 30 
seriously injured, many blinded. 
would bring the compensation loss 
above $250,000. The work of adjust- 
ment on both the fire and compensation 
line has been seriously handicapped by 


was | 


This | 


the frigid wave which followed the day 
after the fire. One building was razed 
and two others wrecked and property 


was shaken for miles. This dust ex- 
plosion, with its tremendous life and 
roperty loss, is nothing new. A _ sim- 
ilar explosion occurred in a_ corn 


products plant in Cedar Rapids, Ia., two 
years ago, and a more recent dust ex- 
plosion, though not on a plant of the 
Same nature, was incurred at Wauke- 
gan, Ill. Dyst explosions have been 
frequent and the fire and loss both of 
life and property has been severe in 
many cases. Experts on dust explo- 





—Photo 


International. 


sions have definitely shown that the 
hazard of this kind not confined to 
one or two classes of dust, but may be 
expected in countless classes of indus- 


18 


try, practically anywhere where dust 
can accumulate in confined spaces. 
While the location of this risk pre- 


vented additional damage, there is the 
hazard in such catastrophies of prac- 
tically every insurance cover issued, 
fire, compensation, public liability, pub- 
lic property damage, health and acci- 
dent, ordinary and group life, plate 
glass, use and occupancy, profits, rental 
value and others. 
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LOSS IN ST. LOUIS 
FIRE NEAR MILLION 


Big Blaze Hits Several Large Es- 
tablishments in Central Busi- 
ness District 


WAS WEEK OF BAD FIRES 


Arson Squad of Police Department In- 
vestigating Main Fire—Companies 
on the Loss 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 8—A 
trous conflagration started in the four- 
story brick building at 415 North Fourth 
street occupied by the Day Rubber 
Company, Saturday which for a 
time threatened the entire central busi- 
ness district along Broadway, Fourth, 
St. Charles Washington 
Unofficial estimates of the loss from this 
blaze range from $750,000 to $1,000,000 
with the loss practically entirely covered 


disas- 


night, 


and avenue. 


by insurance, 

Buildings damaged by the fire were 
occupied by the Day company, the 
Schreoder & Tremayne Sponge Com- 
pany, Shallcross Printing Company, 
Rhodes-Burford House Furnishing Com- 
pany and the annex of the Nugent de 
partment store. The roof of the Geller, 
Ward & Hasner Hardware Company 
across Fourth street also took fire but 
was extinguished before it could gain 
much headway. Robert C. Day, presi- 
dent of the rubber company, placed the 
loss to his stock at $150,000 to $160,000. 

With thermometer ranging from 2 
below to 6 below zero the firemen were 
greatly handicapped in fighting the 
Fourth street fire. The water froze al- 
most as quickly as it came from the 
hose and it was practically impossible 
to direct hose streams with accuracy. 

Arson Squad Investigating 


The police department arson squad 
started an investigation of the fire after 
Fire Chief Panzer expressed the belief 
that there were two distinct fires in the 
conflagration, the first starting in the 
Day Rubber Company’s warehouse, 415- 
417 North Fourth street, and the second 
blaze in the store building, 410 North 
Broadway, occupied by the Ray Credit 
Clothing Company, Abraham Isenstein, 
president, and Mark Appelman, vice- 
president. This building was separated 
from the Day Rubber Building by a 20- 
foot alley and all of the windows front- 
ing on the alley were protected by fire 
windows. 

Chief Panzer said he had been in- 
formed spectators at the scene of the 
fire reported that they saw three men 
run from the Ray Clothing Company 
building, that a few minutes later they 
saw smoke pouring from the structure 
and then flames. Prior to this report it 
was generally accepted that the flames 
from the Dav Rubber Company and ad- 
joining building had spread across the 
alley to the Broadway structures. 

Insurance on Big Fire 


The estimated losses from the big fire 


with the insurance involved follows: 
Stock of Day Rubber Company, loss 
estimated at $150,000. 
Phoenix, Ct., $1,000. 
$24,000. Union, $10,000. 
Aetna, $4,500. Firemens, $10,000. 
Great Am., $10,000. Rochester, $8,000. 


North America 
$24,500. 
Pennsylvania, 


$7,000. 
$2,000. 


Reliance, 
Palatine, 


On fixtures: 
Aetna, $2,000. 
Firemens, $1,000. 
North America, $3,500. 


On stock of Schroeder-Tremz ayne 
Sponge Co., loss estimated at $100,00 


Phoenix, Ct., $5,000. Springfield, $5,000. 
Home, N. Y., $10,000. Great Amer., $7,500 
National, ae Fire Assn., $5,000. 
$10,000. Queen, $12,500. 
Am. Cent., $12,500. Hartford, $7,500. 
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On furniture and fixtures: 
Aetna, _ Pennsylvania, 
Home, N. , $2, 000. $1,000. 


On ee of Shallcross Printing & Sta- 
tionery Company, loss estimated at $150,- 


000: 

Great Amer., $2,000. California, $2,000. 

North America, Union, $3,000 
$4,000. Pennsylvania, 
toch. Und., $8,000. $4,000. 


Abeille, $2,000. 
Boston, $4,500. 
Niagara, $2,000. 


Atlas, $1,500. 
Hanover, $1,500. 
Westchester, $2,000. 


Equitable, $3,000. Nat. Union, "$6,000. 
Agricul., $1,500. Automobile, $2,000. 
Am. Central, $2,000. Law Union, $2,000. 
North River, $5,000. Glens Falls, $1,000. 
Sun, $1,000. 


On stock loss 


, Bauman Safe 
estimate $5 


$50,000: 


Company, 


Equitable, $4,000. Fireman’s Fund, 
Sun Und., $3,000. $5,000. 
State of Pa., $6,000. Eagle Star, $2,500. 


Stock National Enameling & Stamping 
Company, loss $15,000 estimate: 
Eagle Star, $5,000. Sun, $7,000. 

Star, $3,000, 


Insurance on building, loss on all fig- 
ured at $500,000, all owned or under lease 


to B. Nugent’s Dry Goods Company— 
on 415 North Fourth street: 
Abeille, $2,500. Standard, $8,750. 
Boston, $6,250. toyal, $5,000. 
London, $3,000. 

On 417 North Fourth: 
Abeille, $5,000. Standard, $5,750. 
Atlas, $5,000. Am, Central, $2,500. 
London, $4,250 Boston, $3,000. 


On 410-412 
Atlas, $7,500. 


North Broadway: 


Boston, $10,000. 





Hartford, $9,000. London, $5,000. 
Milw. Mech., $2,500. North’n Eng. $8,500. 
On 414-16 North Broadway: 
Colonial, $3,500. Mich. F, & M., 
Brit. Amer., 2,500. $2,500. 
London Und., 35° 000. Det. F.& M., $2,500. 
Imperial, $2,500, Am. Central, $5,000. 
Home Und., $7,500. Hartford, $5,000. 
Patriotic, $2,500. North Amer, $5,000. 
Scottish Un., $5, 000. 
On building at 419-North Fourth: 
L. & L. & G. $7,000. North America, 
Sun, $5,000. $5,000. 
Globe a Rutgers, Fireman’s Fund, 
$8.2 ,750. 
Svea, *si3, 000. Nationale, $10,000. 
Caledonian, $12,000. 
Stock of Rhodes-Burford Furniture 


Company—loss estimated at $100,000 
Alliance, $3,000. Chic, F. & M., $2, 500 
Continental, $3,500. Mercantile, "$5,000. 
Orient, $6,000. Caledonian, $3,000. 
Sun, $5,000. Fireman’s Fund, 
L. & L. & G., $3,000. 
$12,000. Am. Central, $2,500. 
Security, $5,000. Massachusetts, 
Northe a ms. XT. $2, 
2,900. Union, $5, 000. 
United States, Yorkshire, $4,500. 
$6,500. Lon. & Scot., $3,000. 
Am. Alliance, $6,500 St. Paul, $4,000. 
and $3,000. Connecticut, $2,500. 
On fixtures: 
Nationale, General, $3,000. 


$3,000. 
Svea, $4,000. 


On stock Rays Credit Clothing Com- 


pany, “a Y aaa at $50,000 
Fuse, $1,5 Caledonian, $3,000. 
London, 32,600. Stuyvesant, $1,500. 


Week of Bad Fires 

This blaze was the culmination of a 
very disastrous week for the city so far 
as fires were concerned, several very 
large conflagrations occurring during 
the seven-day period. The two-story 
warehouse building of Hemp & Co., 
manufacturers of stove pipes and sheet- 
ing at 1939 South Vandeventer avenue, 
was almost entirely destroyed Jan. 2 
with a loss estimated at $125,000 to 
$150,000. Fire walls prevented the 
flames from spreading to connecting 
buildings. 

The insurance involved follows: Amer- 
ican Central, $15,000; Royal, $20,000; Na- 
tional, Hartford, $20,000; Great Ameri- 
can $15,000; Citizens, $15,000; Hartford, 
$15.000; Connecticut $45,000 all blanket 
form on building and contents and $20,- 
000 in Queen on contents. 

Fire of undetermined origin 
the plant of the Banner Buggy Com- 
pany, 1515-17 North Tenth street and 
portion of the Logeman Manufacturing 


Company, 1015 Mullanphy street, Jan. 3. 
Loss $75,000. 


gutted 


The Meier & Pohlman Fwr- 


niture Company, adjoining the Banner 
Buggy Company to the north, was 
slightly damaged by smoke and water. 


Insurance involved in this fire follows 


Building occupied by Logeman com- 
pany; 
Sun Und., $3,250. Globe y Rutgers, 
State of Pa., $5,000. $1,50 
Dubuque, $3,500. New ~ $5,000. 
St. Paul, $5,000. Atlas, $4,000. 
Palatine, $5,000. 
On Banner Buggy building: 
Royal Pxchange, Bankers & Ship- 
$5,000. pers, $5,000. 
Federal, $6,500, Royal Exchange, 
Equitable, $7,500. $5,000. 
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WELLS GIVES PLAN FOR 
SETTLING TROUBLES 


Minnesota Commissioner Objects 
to Excepted Cities and Vary- 
ing Scales of Commission 


SIX SUGGESTIONS 


GIVES 


Says Union and Bureau Should Not 
Have Final Control of Scales 
of Commissions. 


Wells, Jr., 


George W. insurance 
commissioner of Minnesota, has just 
made public a memorandum setting 
forth his views on excepted cities and 
the varying scales of commissions paid 
by fire companies. Mr. Wells’ opinions 
are particularly interesting in view of 
the temporary adjustment of the dif- 
ferences existing between the Western 
Union and Western Insurance Bureau. 
Sees No Benefits 

Mr. Wells states that there can be no 
justification for the payment of excess 
commissions to agents in certain large 
cities. Summing up his views on the 
subject Mr. Welis says, “I contend that 
the practice offers no advantage to the 


public, to the companies, nor to the 
agents actually rendering the service, 
but that it merely offers a means of 


acquiring controlled business by the 
payment of a subsidy to someone inter- 
ested in the ownership of the risk in 
some degree.” 


Gives Plan in Full 


Mr. Wells suggests the subjoined 
plan for the elimination of the difficul- 
ties confronting the companies in the 
middle West: 

1. Eliminate the final control over 
scales of commission and allied matters 
from the Union and Bureau organiza- 
tions. 

2. Formulate one plan or scale of 
commissions for agents of stock fire 
insurance carriers which will be rea- 
sonable, adequate and definite—this 
plan or scale to keep the average com- 
mission on all lines of such carriers 
within the national average on all such 
lines prior to the present Union-Bureau 
differences. 

3. Apply the plan or scale of com- 
missions so fixed to all agents of stock 
fire insurance carriers in all localities 
throughout the country. 

4. Where possible improve the ap- 
plication of the rating schedules if im- 





Commonwealth, Fireman’s Fund, 
$5,000. $5,000. 

Globe & Rutgers, Commonwealth, 
$6,000. $5,000. 

Federal, $5,000. Atlas, $2,500. 

Netherlands, $5,000. Nat. Sec’ty, $5,000. 


St. Paul, $6,000. 


On Banner Buggy Company contents: 
Federal, $5,000. Norwich Union, 
Royal Exchange, $5,000. 

$5,000. State of Pa., $5,000. 
Commonwealth, 

$5,000. 


Losses in Smaller Fires 


The loss from fire in plant of Stan- 
dard Rag and Bag Company, 109-10 
South Levee and 116-118 South Com- 


mercial street, Jan. 5, was estimated at 
$35,000. Insurance affected: United So- 
ciety of Naples, $2,000; Guaranty Fund 
Fire Underwriters, $1,000; Accidenta, 
Cuba, $3,500; National Fire & Marine, 
$1,500; Commercial Union, $1,000; Inter- 
national Marine, Italy, $1,500; Security, 
$1,000; Tokio, $400. 

On Queen’s Daughters Home, Spring 
and Lindell boulevard, the loss was esti- 
mated at $25,000 with following insur- 
ance: Pennsylvania, $10,000; North 
America, $2,000; Phoenix Assurance, 
$3,000; Great American, $10,000 and Ni- 
agara $3,000. On furniture, Orient $2,- 
000. Cause of fire overheated furnace. 
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provement in any state appears to be 
necessary. 

5. Consider the possibility of redyc. 
ing home office overhead, eliminate yp. 
necessary field men, superfluous syb. 
sidiary company organizations and com. 
mittees. 

Wants Commissioners Approval 


6. Secure the adoption of this play 
by the individual companies throng 
insurance commissioners of  varioys 
states, under such laws as may exis 
in the respective states broad enough 
to permit this action. Obtain the ap. 
proval of the National Convention oj 
Insurance Commissioners of this plan 
Request the individual companies to 
publicly declare themselves as favoring 
or opposing this plan. Request the co- 
operation of the various company and 
agents’ organizations in carrying out 
the purposes hereof. Advise the pub. 
lic, through the press, of the conditions 
as they existed and the purposes and 
effect of this action. 


Comments on Plan 


Commenting further, Mr. Wells says 

“The result would be to eliminate all 
excepted cities, possibly causing 4a 
change in the method of doing business 
by some agents now operating therein, 
requiring some modifications and 
changes in local board rules, etc., which 
can be made to meet the changed con- 
ditions. There is absolutely no reason, 
nor even an excuse, for the so-called 
excepted cities. Business is worth no 
more in Cincinnati or St. Louis than in 
Omaha or Minneapolis. 


Expects Opposition 


“I don’t expect the leeches in these 
centers to give up their unearned in- 
come or rebate without a wail and with- 
out some apparent opposition from 
their principals or the agents through 
whom they operate, but I know much 
of the apparent opposition will be glad 
to be rid of a system that makes them 
mere clerks, policy-writers and_ slaves 
to non-producing appendages. 

“If the foregoing is agreed upon | 
believe it will reduce the number of 
agents, especially in the larger centers 
where today it is an acknowledged fact 
we have too many incompetent persons 
holding themselves out to the public as 
insurance agents. In my own state this 
condition exists and it can’t be cured 
by, any agents qualification law now in 
existence. 

“A national expense ratio would under 
this plan also be the actual state ex- 
pense ratio and would produce more 
equitable rates as between states and 
not permit the present overlapping. All 
stock fire insurance carriers should, and 
as the result of the carrying out of this 
plan would, of necessity, if the sched- 
ules and rates are correct and properly 
applied, write all classes of risks, moral 
hazard being the only ground for re- 
fusing to issue a contract. 


Should Write Every Risk 


“T am impressed with the idea that 
the ordinary stock fire insurance carrier 
should write any given risk offered it 
unless by reason of the moral hazard 
it determines that it does not wish to 
assume the liability, and there is no rea- 
son why it could not and would not do 
so if the schedules are properly applied 
and excess commissions do not produce 
preferential classes. The rating sched- 
ules in use in theory cause to be re- 
flected in the rate on a given risk all 
physical hazards, and this being true, 


by the proper application of the rating | 


schedule no company would decline any 
given risk except on account of moral 
hazard. 


Shows Conipanies’ Service 

Percy V. Long, assistant general 
counsel of the National Board, has pre- 
pared a brief entitled “The History and 
Problems of Fire Insurance” which is 
a thorough and exhaustive survey of 
the fire insurance business, dealing 
with the problems of fire insurance 
companies in their endeavor to give 
full service to the public at a minimum 
cost. The brief is also an argument in 


opposition to restrictive legislation in 
California. 











Jan 








Nn ol 


$ to 
> 


cured 
yw in 


under 


e ex- & 


mort 
; and 
rr. All 
1, and 
f this 
ched- 
yperly 
moral 
yr re- 


eneral 
s pre- 
-y and 
‘ich is 
ey of 
ealing 
irance 
» give 
imum 
ent in 
ion in 








ee ee 





january 10, 1924 


























. 
necaiemeiminied 





epresentatives of the New York Under. 
riters Agency enjoy all of the advan- 
tages that come from sharing in the 


work of alarge national organization 


HERE are representatives of the New York Under- 


writers Agency in 7,947 cities and towns in the United 





States and Canada, and there is an efficient corps of field 
men giving thoughtful, personal service to every one of 
these agents. Wherever a ‘risk is located or wherever there is 
need for cooperation, prompt action can be depended upon. 

Insurance men, generally, agree that the New York 


Underwriters Agency has, since its founding in 1864, de- 





veloped the finest kind of an underwriting organization, and 
agents realize that many of the ideas that are today making 
their work more profitable originated in the offices of this 





well-known General Agency Headquarters. 


New York Underwriters Agency 


A.&J.H.Stoddart 
100 William Street New York City 


The New York Underwriters Agency is an insurance underwriting headquarters that is repre- 
sented in all parts of the country. Since 1864 this General Agency organization has been 
a factor in the economical distribution of insurance protection and it has endeavored to 
merit the position of leadership that it occupies today in the insurance world. 





S 


INDIANA DAY ALL SET 
FOR THE CELEBRATION 


Insurance Organizations of the 
State Arrange Program of 
Extended Magnitude 


BIG GALAXY OF SPEAKERS 


Hoosier Underwriters Will Let the 


Public Know That They Are in 


a Business of Parts 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 8.— 
[The program for “Indiana Insurance 
Day,” to be held in Indianapolis Tues- 
day, Jan. 15, has been completed. Ad 
vance reservations already received 
forecast an attendance which will make 
this the greatest insurance gathering 
ever held in Indiana The array of 
speakers, nationally known, is certain 
to draw msurance men and women 
from all parts of the state and a cam 
paign of publicity has been carried on 
which has advertised the attractions of- 
fered 


to practically every person en- 
raged in the insurance business in In- 
diana. 

The seven organizations which have 
been back of the promotion of the 
meeting, the Insurance Federation of 
Indiana, Indianapolis Fire Insurance 


Agents Association, Indianapolis Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters, Indiana 
Insurance Society, Indiana Casualty 
\djusters Association, Indiana Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents and Indiana 
Association of Legal Reserve Life In- 
surance Companies, have given hearty 
support to it and have thrown their 
strongest influence to arouse the inter- 
est of their members and of the various 
classes of agents which they serve who 
may not be members. 
Originated With Federation 


The idea of “Indiana Insurance 
Day” originated with the Insurance 
Federation of Indiana and the one in- 
dividual chiefly responsible for the 


thought and the successful organization 
and carrying out of the plan is Frank 
M. Chandler, president of the Federa- 
tion, who is chairman of the general 
and executive committees which have 
had in charge the preparations for the 
event, composed of representatives 
from all the seven cooperating organiza- 
tions. It is not a Federation proposi- 
tion but a cooperative move in which 
the seven organizations have concurred 
with equal activity. 

The thought back of “Indiana Insur- 
ance Day” is to show Indiana’s organ- 
ized insurance strength and to reveal to 
all who are interested in the business 
the value of thorough organization. It 
is expected that all of the organizations 
will be strengthened in their member- 
ship and that a closer understanding 
will be established between the various 
branches of insurance. The program 
has been drafted to interest all classes 
of insurance representatives and is both 
instructive and inspirational. 

Given Good Publicity 


The Indianapolis “Star” has an- 
nounced that it will issue a special sec- 
tion of its Tuesday night and Wednes- 
day morning editions. The “silent 
orator” at the corner of Meridian and 
Washington streets in Indianapolis is 
carrying an insurance message all of 
this week and through Tuesday night 
of next week. This message reads: 
“Insurance—national stabilizer—Insur- 





Chicago Map Wanted 


Wanted—By one of the insurance companies 
Volume 14 Sanborn Map of Chicago. Write 
giving selling price. Address G-93, care 
The National Underwriter. 




















every 
Insurors—Indiana Insurance Day, Jan. 
15. Frank Chandler,. Chairman.” There 
will be a number of extensive company 
advertising exhibits. 

The detailed 


INDIANA INSURANCE SOCIETY 
Executive Session, 9:30 a. m,. 


as follows: 


program is 


“Watchman, What of the Night?” 
Ryon, General Counsel, National 
Chicago. 


O. B. 
3oard, 


Open Meeting, 10:30 a, m. 


“The Insurance Department,” Thomas 
S. MeMurray, Jr., Commissioner of Insur- 
ance of Indiana. 

Showing of motion picture safety film 
by courtesy National Safety Council, fol- 
lowed by remarks of Dana Webster, 
senior inspector Aetna Life, Indianapolis. 

“Fire Prevention and Arson in In- 
diana,” Newman T. Miller, State Fire 
Marshal of Indiana. 

Address—C. M,. Cartwright, Managing 
Editor, The National Underwriter. 

Cc, Edgar Turner, Counsel, Casualty In- 
formation Clearing House, Chicago, 

Announcement of Committees and 
journment, 


Ad- 
INDIANAPOLIS ASSOCIATION OF 
UNDERWRITERS 


State Organization 
Underwriters 


2. 2.3 
of Life 
diana 


Meeting 


Association of In- 


INSURANCE FEDERATION 
INDIANA 
Annual Meeting, 2 


p. m. 


Annual Reports of Federation Officers. 

“Agents’ Qualifications and the Advis- 
ory Board Plan,” Thomas B. Donaldson, 
president Insurance Federation of Penn- 
sylvania, ex-commissioner of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

General discussion on above subject. 

teport of Legislative Committee, 
Thomas P. Harvey, Chairman. 

Address—Prof. William 
economist, Travelers. 

“The Agent as a Self-Starter,.” Chaun- 
cey 8S. S. Miller, publicity director, North 
British & Mercantile. 

“The Insurance Federation 
ica,” John T. Hutchinson, secretary In- 
surance Federation of America. 

Reports of Convention and Federation 


B. Bailey, 


of Amer 


Committees and Election of Officers. 
INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE 
AGENTS 


Meeting 
p. m, 

Address—Clyde B. Smith, president 
Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents and vice-president National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents. 


of Executive Committee, 4:30 


INDIANAPOLIS FIRE 
AGEN 


INSURANCE 
TS ASSOCIATION 





Annual 
cers, 6 p. 


Meeting and Election of 


m, 


Offi- 


JOINT BANQUET, 7 P. M. 


Claris Adams, Toastmaster. 

Speakers: 

Thomas R, Marshall, ex-Vice-President 
of the United States, Indianapolis. 

Ernest Palmer, manager and general 
counsel, Chicago Board. 

James V. Barry, vice-president Metro- 
politan Life. 

Edson 8S. Lott, president United States 
Casualty. 


Crum & Forster to Establish Facilities 
for All Side Lines of Fire 
Company 


Fred M. Gund, western manager of 
Crum & Forster, general agents of the 


United States, North River, Western, 
British America, United States Mer- 
chants & Shippers and a number of 


other companies, announces that in ad- 
Gition to writing rain insurance, the 
companies of the Crum & Forster fleet 
are now prepared to write parcel post, 
tourists baggage, ship transit, jewelry 
and furs and all other side lines which 
may be written by a company operating 
tinder a fire insurance company char- 
ter. Mr. Gund feels that this change is 
necessary owing to the rapid growth 
which the Crum & Forster organization 
has had. It is the desire to equip the 
agents with complete facilities. 


Expand Service Facilities 

In addition to this change it is an- 
nounced that a representative of the 
marine department of Crum & Forster 
will hereafter be located at Chicago for 
the purpose of rendering service to 
Crum & Forster agents in the middle 
west on inland and ocean marine busi- 
ness. In the future, two service men 
will operate out of Chicago devoting 
their entire time to Dean schedule work 
and the development of side line busi- 
ness. The services of these two men 
will be at the disposal of Crum & For- 
ster agents who have special side line 
or schedule problems to solve. They 
will be located at 1441 Insurance Ex- 
change, in the office of R. I. Read, who 
will handle the rain department. Mr. 
Read is at present and will continue as 
manager of the Chicago brokerage and 
service department of Crum & Forster. 





Wish to Buy Established Fire Agency 


Trained business man, with first class ref- 
erences but without insurance experience, 
wishes to purchase a good-paying fire in- 
surance agency. Give full particulars as to 
net income and expenses for each past 
three years, general idea of classes of risks, 
names of companies, competition, how long 
established, office equipment, likelihood of 
energetic man holding the business, terms 
of sale, and any other points of interest to 
assist in understanding the agency and 
town; middle western state preferred. 
Confidential. Address E. C. Hair, 305 
De Bolt St., Trenton, Mo. 








Automobile Insurance Underwriter of 
10 years’ experience, now employed, wishes 
other connections February |. Capable of 
taking charge of office. References. 


Address G-91, 


Care The National Underwriter 








FOR RENT 


7000 feet, or will divide, a very desirable 
office space in Terminal Bldg., Wilson and 
Clifton Ave., 100 feet west of new Uptown 
Station, in the famous Wilson Ave. district. 
An unusual opportunity for advertising 
purposes, as many thousands of people 
pass this building daily. 


John E. Edmunds Co. 
3915 Sheridan Road 
Chicago 
Buckingham 2010-11-12 











Map Clerk 


Wanted by the Chicago department of a 
large Fire Insurance Company the services of a young 
man for the position of map clerk—good opportunity 
for advancement. When replying state age, experience 
and salary wanted. Address G-90, care The 


National Underwriter. 








WANTED 


Competent stenographer and bookkeeper, one 
who has had experience in local agency work, 
excellent opportunity for advance. Write 
stating experience, salary, etc. The Hipp-Pratt 
Ins. Co., Hinkley Block., Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. 
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MANY KENTUCKY FIRE 





SEARCHING FOR PYROMANIAé; 


Heavy Losses from Various Parts y 
State—Think Firebug Responsible PD 
for Louisville Blazes 





LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 9.—Folloy 
ing a long list of incendiary fires ;; 
Louisville the authorities are endeayo, 
ing to capture Lindsay Blanton, said; 
be an escaped pyromaniac from Lak 
land Asylum, who is believed to } 
responsible. Two efforts were made ;; 
one evening to burn an= apartmen 
house, by lighting newspapers in dum! 
elevator shafts, first on one side of th: 
building, and later on the other side 
The. shafts were metal lined and _ 
damage was done. Three or four othe 
attempts were made on _ apartmer 
buildings. It is claimed that Blanto; 
set fires totaling $21,000 at Richmond 
Ky., before being confined. Gasolin 
or oil soaked rags or paners have bee 
found in several fires started here lately 
This an 


follows epidem’- of  fals 


Fires at Other Points 
Henderson, Ky., reported on Jan 
destruction of the plant of the Baske 
Grain & Ice Co., loss $35,000, part! 
covered by insuranze, frozen water sy 
ply greatly handicappine fire fighting 

\ telegram from the Underwriter: 
Adjustment Co., at Evansville, Ind., o: 
Jan. 7, stated that the plant of the 
Eckert Packing Co., Henderson, repre 
sented a total loss. 

Princeton, Ky., om Jan. 6, reported a 
earl ornin’ fire causine loss of $50 
000, including two one-story brick build 
ings owned by R. D. Garrett, nationa 
bank examiner. and occupied by the | 


H. Watson Co., men’s clothiers, an¢ 
Smith & Wells, grocers. Fire started 
in the “’atson building about midnight 


of Jan. 5 
Blaze at Henderson 
Henderson, Ky., reported on Jan 
that Clay. Ky., in Webster county, was 
nearly wiped out, loss being between 
$65,000 and $75,000, starting in and de 
stroving the Joe Cootz all night res. 


taurant; residence of Cootz, $4,500 
candy store of Mrs. Jewell Newmar 


$4,000; Charles M. Imboden, pool room 
$2,000: Kerney Blue Garge, vacant 
$4,500: Drills-Townsend Bowling Alleys 
$1.000, and business in the Masonic and 
Odd Fellows building, including Vogin 
sky & Simons store, $40,000; W. E 


Herron Hardware Co., $5,500; property 
of four lodges: and building damag 
$15,000. Amounts of insurance were no! & 
given. ; 


Several Big Fires 
On Jan. 5, Berea, Ky., reported los: 
of $200,000, including department store 
of Hensley, Davidson & Gilbert, wher 
fire started from a stove; R. H. Chris- 
man, furniture store; J. A. Oliver, 
eral store; Wylie’s store; Mrs 


drug is 
John Fowler, apartment house and brick 
postoffice. All buildings other than the 
latter were frame, the postoffice building 
stopping the blaze from further spread 
ing. The C. H. Wertenberger residence 
was burned earlier in the day, resulting 
in frozen equipment. The Richmond 
Ky., fire department made a fifteen-mile 





trip in thirty-five minutes to aid the 
town, ; . 
On Jan. 5, Covington, Ky., reported 


loss of $100,000, when the tobacco ware 
house of Theodore Dohermann & (© 
was burned, and Edward F. Ratterma 
building adjoining, along with damag* 
to nearby residences. Fire equipment 0 
Covington, Cincinnati, Newport and 
Ludlow aided in handling the fire, which 
threatened the entire block bounded » 





Third, Main, and Johnson streets. 


Henry Evans, chairman of the board 
of the group of companies composed of 
the Continental, Fidelity-Phenix, Amer 
ean Eagle and the Farmers of Iowa, a § 
rived in San Francisco last week on the 
Panama Pacific liner Kroonland from 
New York Mr. Evans is planning * 
spend several months in California. 
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Put on The 
Buyer’s Shoes 








Fire 


Automobile 


Tornado 
Sprinkler Leakage 
Explosion 
Use and Occupancy 
Postal 
Profits 
Tourist 
Commissions 


Strike, Riot and 


Civil Commotion 





Pp” on the buyer’s shoes—sce your sales 
approach from his standpoint. Figur- 
atively step aside and analyze carefully 
your sales appeal. What are you trying to do? 
After all, you are really promoting a service 
—protection. Complete Protection, that’s it. 


If you were the buyer, the insurance agent who took the 
pains to study your individual needs and point them 
out would certainly earn your confidence and respect. 
In time, you would mentally tabulate him, “Here is 
one of my most valued and helpful friends.” As a matter 
of course, you would place your orders with him for 
Complete Protection — “This underwriter knows my 
business and its insurance requirements better than I 
know them myself. He sees my business from my point of 
view.” 


There is the secret of success in insurance salesmanship. 
See protection from the buyer’s viewpoint. Take Use 
and Occupancy Insurance as an instance—it covers the 
part of a fire loss not covered by property damage fire 
insurance. And the big fact for the buyer is this: If fire 
destroys or damages his place of business, he suffers two 
losses, property damage loss and business interruption loss. 
Not five fire insurance buyers in a hundred ever think 
of this—and the other ninety-five are Use and Occu- 
pancy prospects. Tell your client now what he needs. 
Sell him complete protection through one or more of the 


specialty class lines listed in this advertisement. 
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Insurance Co. 





Dj 
OF AMERICA 


Executive Offices: 1 Pershing Square 
Park Ave. at 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 


Western Departmem Southern Department Pacific Coast Department 
CHICAGO NEW ORLEANS SAN FRANCISCO 





THI 


COMPANY WITH THE “L. & L. & G.” SERV! 
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MAKE VALUABLE “AIDS | some of the insurance activities of trade | druggists. The 1923 report of the in- 


associations. The National Association | surance committee of the American 
— );of Farm Equipment Manufacturers | Electric Railway Association was de- 


: maintains an insurance bureau, the duty | voted to the findings of its sub-com- 
TRADE ASSOCIATIONS’ WORK | ,; : : risks, d . i ; 


Take 


Active Interest in Insurance 


which is to inspect devise as | mittees on fire insurance, fidelity insur- 
ee to protection and answer inquiries of a | ance, and standardization of insurance 
general nature. The insurance commit- | forms. Many recommendations for both 
tee of the National Selected Morticians | the placing and underwriting of insur- 


—— 


Problems and Constitute Important | has engaged in a comprehensive study yance and fire prevention work were 


trade 


associations in their insurance ac- 
tivities was pointed out in a recent bul- 


of the general subject of insurance, em- | made. The Music Industries Chamber 


Avenue of Cooperation bracing such fields as compensation, | of Commerce investigated the experi- 


aniline | group and fire coverage. The insur- | ence of piano manufacturers under the 

: , of ti ith | ance committee of the Gas Products | Pennsylvania workmen’s compensation 
or te > oO -ooper: g with 7" Tats 

mportance of cooperating With | Association is studying ways and means | law. The National Lumber Manufac- 


of taking advantage of credits in con- | turers Association is carrying on a wide- 
nection with fire and compensation. It | spread fire prevention campaign. The 


letin the insurance department of | js also giving consideration to liability } insurance committee of the American 
the United States Chamber of Com-| and property damage. The National | Gas Association recognizes the import- 
merce. This bulletin shows the extent | Association of Employing Lithograph- | ance of adequate fire protection in gas 
to which the trade associations have in-| ers gave special consideration at its | plants. The Technical Association of 


terested themselves in insurance activi- | last meeting to a recommendation from | the American Pulp and Paper Industry 
ties, indicating that it would be of value the directors regarding the preparation | is giving a great deal of consideration 


to fire underwriters to work in harmony 


of a plan of group life and group dis- | to several major fire prevention. The 


with these groups of men. Many of | ability insurance for all employees in | American Zinc Institute has been carry- 
these associations have committees that | the trade. ing on many helpful activities in the 
‘ “stig ‘ * ‘ : ? rv: : ed : 
carry on investigations and seek the Many Fellow Fire Prevention field of conservation, — lhe Laundry 
advice and counsel of insurance men. Owner’s National Association has been 
Not all of them have worked hand in | rhe fire prevention committee of the | interested in preparing a code of stand- 


hand with insurance men, but the ma- | National Wholesale Druggists Associa- | ard safeguards for laundry machinery. 
jority of these trade associations have | tion has been particularly active on fire These are but a few of the trade asso- 
| 


committees that are willing and ready | 
to accept suggestions from fire under- 
writers, 


The 


bulletin of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce’ enumerates 


prevention and fire protection lines. At | ciations that have taken an active inter- 
its last annual meeting the committee | est in insurance and fire prevention 
gave a comprehensive report on fire | work, but they indicate that trade asso- 
insurance, making many recommenda- | ciations constitute valuable allies in de- 
tions for the benefit of the member | veloping the insurance business. 
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The Bottle Neck 


Insurance agents are necessary to business prosperity. But their suc- 
cess is varying. Many have solved their problem. They have reached 
out beyond the bottle-neck. They have sensed the factors that have 
throttled their business success. Usually agents who have pushed the 
many side lines of insurance they are equipped to write, have shown 
sizable increases in premium income. Every insurance man is big- 
ger than the factors that tend to reduce his business. Study your own 
agency. There may be one or two easily solved problems that will 
mean real success. 


WESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 
Western Department 
1010 Fisher Building, Chicago 


Established in 1837 




















FIRE TEACHES LESSON 


SHOWS VALUE OF PREVENTION 


Fire Preventionists Cite Big Kokomo 
Ind., Loss on Inspected Risk 
for Benefits of Work 


KOKOMO, IND., Jan. 8.—The re 
cent half million dollar loss in this city 
in which two 3-story buildings in the 
business district were destroyed, has 
been cited by fire preventionists as 4 
striking example of the benefits that 
can be derived from fire prevention 
work and the hazard of continuing 
without regard to the results of the 
endeavors of fire preventionists. Ajj 
Indiana field men have been bulletineg 
by the fire prevention department of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau on this loss, 
as it brings out clearly the value oj 
town inspections and consequent fol- 
low-up work on the recommendations 
made during these inspections. 


Loss on Unsafe Risk 


In the Kokomo fire on New Year's 
day the two buildings destroyed, partic. 
ularly one of them, had numerous de. 
fects which were reported in the origi- 
nal inspection and not corrected by the 
risk prior to the issue of the final bulle- 
tin on the city. The consequent loss 
of $600,000, as reported, was thus on a 
risk which had been reported in an 
unsafe condition. It has been found 
that some companies had listed this 
risk as “K. O.” as a result of the recent 
town inspection. These companies, 
profiting by the work of the fire pre- 
ventionists, were saved a serious loss 
in the fire. 


Inspection Discovered Defects 


The Fire Prevention Association of 
Indiana made a town inspection of 
Kokomo last March. There were 369 
inspections reported. One of the risks 
which showed heavier defects than the 
average was the Armstrong-Landon 
Hardware Company, one of the build- 
ings destroyed in the recent fire. The 
original inspection report showed the 
following defects: Basement, danger- 
ous coal bin construction of combusti- 
ble material, careless storage of paints, 
oils and volatile liquids, careless hand- 
ling of waste and rubbish, lack of wire 
mesh under street grating, improper 
wiring: first floor, floor oils used and 
improper handling of waste and rub- 
bish; second floor, unused open flue, 
permitting entrance of fire into the 
floor, floor oils used, open plastering; 
third floor, floor oils used. The other 
building which was recently destroyed, 
that of the Rapp’s Cut Price Clothing 
Company, was reported with only one 
defect, but that one had not been cor- 
rected prior to the final report. 


Recommendations Ignored 


The final bulletin of the fire preven 
tion department showed that the hard- 
ware risk had taken action on no one 
of the recommendations made. The 
final report showed the same defects 
enumerated as in the original report. 
This was true of both risks recently de- 
stroyed. Some of the companies, upon 
receipt of the final bulletin, had imme 
diately listed these risks as “K. 
meaning that they would not consider 
them for insurance. That there % 
some value to the work of the fire pre 
ventionists in making town inspections 
issuing original bulletin and rechecking 
for final bulletin is indicated by the fact 
that the companies that did not cancel 
off or take some definite action on thes 
risks are now faced with a_ $500,000 
loss. The cost of many a town inspec 
tion was lost in this single disaster 
The Indiana field men are thus urgeé 
by the fire prevention department te 
make an immediate recanvass of tht 
territory where town inspections have 
been made and endeavor to bring the 
risks up to standard, 
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THE EMBLEM 
OF PERMANENCE 


To the ancient Egyptians, the 
PHC: NIX was the embodi- 
ment of Ra the Sun God. The 
ancient legend recalls the peri- 
odic destruction of the bird, 
which having been consumed 
by the flames of its funeral 
pyre would arise, anew PHCE- 
NIX. To the ancient Egyp- 
tians, the PHCE NIX was an 
emblem of permanence. 


And likewise the PHCENIX 
of today, emblematical of that 
ancient legend, has, through 
141 years, established itself as 
an emblem of permanence. 


From their point of view, the 
name PHCENIX, adopted by 
the founders of the great in- 
surance organization as the 
name of their Company, has 
been well lived up to by the 
institution which they estab- 
lished. 


In times such as these, this fact 
is of peculiar significance. An 
Agent’s clients will value 
highly insurance in a Corpor- 
ation which has endured for 
141 years, unharmed by con- 
flagrations and panics. 


THE PHCENIX is a ‘com- 
pany in which the | utmost 
confidence can be placed. 


PHCENIX 


ASSURANCE COMPANY, Ltd. 
of LONDON 


100 WILLIAM STREET 


NEW YORK 


PHCENIX 


INDEMNITY COMPANY 


75 MAIDEN LANE 








Today 


NEW YORK 


Tomorrow 

















Neyo” 














THE NATIONAL 





UNDERWRITER 


January 10, 1994 














Sem, | AGE—AND 
| PROGRESS 


4 
=a ; i HE Eureka and Security 


Insurance Companies 




















> 4 jogged along at Cincinnati 
= for many years, doing a 
= x small business in a friendly 
= 4 * way with agents who were 
old friends. The companies 
were separate but the stock 


{ ; holders were friends and 
neighbors and there was 
only one management. A 

















little money was made each 
year and part of it was ad- 
ded to surplus. 


OW the companies are joined together as one company under one 
name, but that name is the same as the old. There is only a hy- 
phen in place of the “‘and.”” They were always spoken of together. 


The joint assets make a neat little company. The capital is $250,000 
and the surplus to policyholders over $750,000, with assets well over a 
million. The old friendly spirit is still there. We are glad of our old 
friends and hope to make new ones. 


GE is no bar to progress and we are able to give modern service. 
Your customers like to feel that the companies you give them are 


well proven, and you like it yourself. You will like to deal with the 
Eureka-Security, and will take pleasure in delivering its policies. 


“OHIO'S OLDEST STOCK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY™ 


The EUREKA-SECURITY 


Fire & Marine Insurance Company 


(The Cincinnati Underwriters) 
22 Garfield Place Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Over A Century of Faithful Service 








The 


NEWARK 


Fire Insurance Company 
Newark, New Jersey 





A. R. MONROE T. L. FARQUHAR 
President Vice Pres. and Secy. 


Capital *500,000 
Surplus *1,259,741 


A company which is truly appre- 
ciative of the efforts of its 
agents and extends help to them 
in every way. 


Established 1811 
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W. G. ARMSTRONG RESIGNS 


It was announced this week that 
Vice-President and Secretary William 
G. Armstrong of the National Liberty 
has resigned. He tendered his resigna- 
tion before the annual meeting Dec. 28, 
when a new board of directors was 
chosen and the old management re- 
tired. During the last two years un- 
der the Averbeck administration Mr. 
Armstrong has been the main under- 
writing factor. In March, 1922, Mr. 
Armstrong went from the National 
Union to the National Liberty as secre- 
tary. In September, the following year, 
he was elected vice-president as well as 
secretary. He was given charge of the 
underwriting and field men. He is re- 
garded as good material. 

* * 


REPORT ON THE PRUDENTIAL 


The New York department has com- 
pleted an examination of the Prudential 
of Great Britain, an American corpora- 
tion located in New York, which was 
organized Feb. 16, 1922, and began 
business in May of that year, doing a 
reinsurance business for fire and marine 
lines. 

The company’s $1,000,000 capital will 
be cut in half and the sum placed to 
credit of surplus, making this item $677,- 
068 and the necessary shares will be 
retired. The Prudential of England 
owns 9,935 of the outstanding shares, 
the company officers being Charles A. 
Nottingham, president, and Thomas H., 
Anderson, vice president. Both are 
managers of the Liverpool & London 
& Globe, 

The examination, made as of Sept. 
30 last, showed total admitted assets 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK | 


By G. A. 









| 
of $2,298,890 and total liabilities, except 
capital, of $1,121,822.57. 





WATSON 





*x * * 
MANHATTAN IS LICENSED 

A license to transact business has 
been granted to the Manhattan Fire & 
Marine of New York. The company 
will commence operations within a week, 
starting with a capital of $400,000 and 
surplus of $600,000. It will be a running 
mate for the London Assurance. John 
H. Packard, United States manager of 
the London is president; Everette W. 
Nourse, assistant man>over of the Lon- 
don, is vice-president, as is J. M. Men- 
dell, Pacific Coast manager of the Lon- 
don. Frederick A. Johnston, superin- 
tendent of the loss department of the 
London, is secretary of the new com- 
pany, and the assistant secretary is Wil- 
liam Schaefer, local secretary of the 
London. The present field force and 
office staff of the London will for the 
present handle in addition the Manhat- 
tan F. & M. - 


* * 

DECIDE SOON ON NEW COMPANY 

When the directors of the Westches- 
ter Fire meet on Jan. 22 final decision 
will be reached as to the title and finan- 
cial resources of the new stock com- 
pany already determined upon to take 
over the plant of the Delaware Under- 
writers, which has been conducted by 
the Westchester for a number of years 
past. While the name of the Delaware 
Insurance Company has been suggested 
as an appropriate one for the new cor- 
poration, and a capital of $500,000 and 
an initial surplus of $750,000 proposed, 
no decision on either question will be 
reached prior to the gathering of the 
directors two weeks hence. 











AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 











E. E. WELLS RETIRES 


E. E. Wells, who has for several years 
been agency superintendent of the west- 
ern department of the Liverpool and 
London and Globe at Chicago has ,at 
his own request, been retired as of Dec. 
31. Mr. Wells’ health has not been good 
for several years, and he finally came to 
the conclusion that relief from office 
duties was essential to his ultimate re- 


covery 


Mr. Wells entered the service of the 
Liverpool 12 years ago as state agent 
in Missouri. He was subsequently trans- 
ferred to Illinois as state agent, and 





E. E. WELLS 


continued in that capacity until 1918 
when he was made agency superin- 


tendent. 


Mr. Wells is well known and has 
many warm personal friends in the 





middle west. He was at one time most 
loyal grand gander of the Blue Goose. 
Mr. Wells’ friends will be pleased to 
learn that under the circumstances his 
retirement has been made possible by 
the company. The Liverpool Chicago 
office presented him with an elaborate 
sterling service last week. 
* * Ok 
INSURANCE BASKETBALL LEAGUE 


The second round of play in the In- 
surance ,Basket Ball League opened 
last Friday night. The Hartford, (by 
giving the Aetna Fire their first de- 
teat) went into a tie for first place. 
The scores of the games were as fol- 
lows: Hartford 23, Aetna Fire 10, Na 
tional 17, Firemen’s 16, Aetna Life 15, 
Royal 5. Games scheduled for this 
Friday are Aetna Life vs Firemen’s, 
Hartford vs Royal, and National vs 
Aetna Fire. 

The League standing to date is: 
het Lost Ave 


Leet. Fire... onecce 1 33 

Bo aaa 5 1 833 

PEMCIOMAl ccccccnces 4 2 666 

PAPOUNOW ES .iccvces 2 4 333 

SS are 1 5 .166 

MOCRE TALO cccccces F 5 166 
* * * 


STAFFORD PLANS EXTENDED TOUR 


Plans that will insure to Blue Goose 
ponds all over the United States a visit 
from John F. Stafford at Chicago, most 
loyal grand gander, are now being 
drafted by Mr. Stafford. Mr. Stafford 
is leaving on a big southern trip shortly 
after the first of the year, visiting the 

Carolinas, Florida and probably Ala 
bama and Tennessee, and then up to 
Cincinnati where he is slated to give 4 
talk before the Cincinnati Insurance 
Society. Following this trip, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stafford will leave Chicago for 
New York, from whence Mrs. Stafford 
sails to join her daughter in Paris, de- 
parting from New York Feb. 7. Mr. 
Stafford will attend a meeting of the 
New York pond Feb. 5, with a possible 
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“The Oldest American Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company” 
Founded 1792 
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In the interests of 
national progress 


How many people in the United States 
know the full extent of the annual loss 
through preventable fires—or realize the 
handicap this presents to the progress and 
development of national life? 

Insurance companies—and agents—are in a 
position to speak with authority on the vital 
need for Fire Prevention—and it is their duty 
to do so. 

In its national advertising the Insurance 
Company of North America acknowledges 
this obligation and at the same time opens 
the way to many new community contacts for 


its agents by featuring prevention as a vital 
part of protection. 


The advertisement reproduced here appears 
in colors on the North America’s national ad- 
vertising program for January, 1924. It shows 
how skillfully the subject is treated to bring 
home to every reader the need for fire preven- 
tion, and at the same time, to remind the 
public of the importance of the North America 
agent as the protector of homes and property. 


Represent North America and let this effec- 
tive advertising work for you. 


Insurance Company of 


North America 
Philadelphia 


and the 


Indemnity Insurance Company of North America 


Write practically every form 
of insurance except life 
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ORGANIZED IN 1883 





Assets, December 31, 1922 


Policy Holders’ Surplus 


— d 
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Coouesine 


$1,178,100.24 


$412,192.76 








E. E. SOENKE, Secretary and Manager 














THE 


TOKIO 


Marine and Fire 
Insurance Company, Limited 





United States Fire Branch 


J. A. KELSEY, General Agent 
45 John Street, New York 


H. W. MURRAY, Supt. of Agencies 


19 So. La Salle St.; Chicago 











Your Out-of-Town Business — 


UR BROKERAGE DEPART- 

MENT will give the same prompt 
and efficient attention to your Out-of- 
Town business that we pride ourselves 
on giving on New York and Brooklyn 
lines. 


LEWIS & GENDAR, Inc. 


Established 1867 


1 LIBERTY ST., NEW YORK 
Telephone John 0063 


Our agency binds risks located any- 
where in the United States for the: 
Northern of London. 

London & Scottish. 
National Liberty. 
Caledonian of Scotland. 
Firemen’s of New Jersey. 
United Merchants, N. J. 


198 MONTAGUE ST., BROOKLYN 
Telephone Main 6370 











trip to Boston coming in ahead of the 
New York visit. After returning to 
Chicago, the head of the Blue Goose 
order contemplates a trip out to Mis- 
souri, Kansas and Colorado and possi- 
bly to the Pacific coast. All arrange- 
ments are ee but in the main, 
Mr. Stafford will try to visit most of 
the ponds of the colar before the expira- 
tion of his term as most loyal grand 
gander. Should he continue his visits 
throughout the year on the scale on 
which he has started, Mr. Stafford will 
undoubtedly set a record as the most 
widely travelled most loyal gander in 
grand nest history. Past Most Loyal 
Grand Gander W. P. Fess, who held 
office last year, established the existing 
record for widespread ists to ponds. 


CONTEST 


All western department field men 
are being bulletined this week by the 
fire prevention department of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau on the intercham- 
ber fire waste contest now being con- 
ducted by the United States Chamber 
of Commerce. The fire prevention de- 
partment is hoping to clear up all work 
in this connection during January and 
has asked the state fire prevention asso- 
ciations to organize the work in their 
individual states so that every local 
chamber of commerce will be ap- 
proached during this month for entry 
into the contest. The United States 
Chamber of Commerce reports gratify- 
ing returns on the contest, in some 
states a total of 100 percent entries. 
The fire prevention department of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau has under- 
taken the work in western department 
states and hopes to report 100 percent 
in several of its states. The field men 
are to be asked to subdivide the terri- 
tory and name committees to take on 
definite chambers of commerce to visit. 
By organizing and scheduling the work, 
it is hoped that it will be entirely com- 
pleted before the end of the ‘month, 


TO PUSH F IRE WASTE 


*x* * * 
COMMERCE COMMITTEES 


The Chicago Association of Com- 
merce has announced its insurance divi- 
sions for the present year. General 
Agent Edgar C. Fowler of the New 
England Mutual is general chairman of 
the entire division, which is divided into 
four sections—casualty, fire, life and 
marine. Ernest Palmer, manager ol 
the Chicago Board, is chairman of the 
fire section, Fred J. Sauter is vice- 
chairman. The other members are O. 
E. Aleshire, W. T. Bisbee, A. O. Bur- 
dick, Charles Buresh, Lyman M. Drake, 
3. M. Newberger, Allan I. Wolff, Ben- 
jamin Zweig, *, Jacobs, Guy A. 
Richards, Alexander Smullan and W. 
A. Goodman. 

George H. Morris of Rollins-Bur- 
dick-Hunter Company is chairman of 
the casualty section, the other members 
being T. J. Ketcham, Continental Cas- 
ualty; Alfon E. Bahr: Fred J. Bristle, 
W. A. Alexander & Co.; J. E. Callen- 
der, Ocean Accident; Robert Griffith, 
Geo. Herrmann & Co.; Harry Keator, 
Stewart, Keator, Kessberger & Lederer, 
and John M. Timmons. 

Darby A. Day, manager of the Mu- 
tual Life, is chairman of the life insur- 
ance section, the others being John H. 


Dingle, Massachusetts Mutual; A. A. 
Drew, Mutual Benefit; E. A. Burgess, 
Union Central; R. E. Whitney, New 


York; Harry C. McNamer, Equitable of 
New York: L. C. Penfield, Northwest- 
ern Mutual, and H. W. Caldwell, New 
England Mutual. 

Andrew C. Lang, of Osborn & Co., 
is chairman of the marine section, the 
other members being R. B. Robinson, 
North America; Arthur Croxson, Rol- 
lins-Burdick-Hunter Company; L. H. 
Carr, M. bs McBride and R. T. Frasier. 


LLOYD- THOM. AS. NE W BUILDING 


The Lloyd-Thomas Company, ap- 
praisal engineers of Chicago, have re- 
cently moved into their new building at 
4411 Ravenswood avenue, Chicago. The 
structure was built under the direct 


supervision of members of the Lloyd- 
Thomas Company and it was built to 
of their own 
It is interesting to note that 


meet the requirements 
business. 





this is the only building of its kind ip 
the United States devoted exclusively 
to appraisal work. The building has 
15,000 square feet of floor space. For 
some time the Lloyd-Thomas Company 
has felt the need of suitable quarters, 
The organization has enjoyed a 
growth. The new building was de- 
signed with the view of facilitating the 
appraisal a No time is lost jn 
handling matters that come to the of.- 
fice. The various departments are so 





arré anged that the wor k passes through 
its various stages in a consecutive and 
orderly manner. The entire second 
floor is devoted to office space. On the 
first floor are the firer roof vaults 


wherein all the duplicate appraisal re- 
ports and records of the company are 
kept. The fireproof vaults occupy one- 
fourth of the total floor area of the 
building. In addition to the vaults on 


the first floor, the drafting room, the 
photostatic department, shipping room, 
supply department, employes’ lounging 


and locker rooms take up the balance 
of the space. 


= 


PATRIOTIC MAKES APPLICATION 


The Patriotic Fire, the running mate 
of the Sun, has made application for 
membership in the Oil Insurance As- 
sociation. 

xk * x 
APPOINTED SOLE AGENTS 

The Henry Clay has appointed Shep- 
ard & Hailand sole agents in Cook 
county, having withdrawn from Cory 
Morehouse & Company, who have been 
Cook county managers. Shepard & 
Hailand have been representing the 
Henry Clay as local agents. 

* * 
ILLINOIS POND TO INITIATE 


_The officers of the Illinois Blue 
Goose have arranged to hold a banquet 
and initiation program in Chicago 
Monday, Jan. 28. There is a large 
quota of goslings to be splashed at 
this meeting and an elaborate program 
is being arranged by the pond officers. 
There will be a dinner at the Hotel 
LaSalle in the evening, followed by 
Moorhouse & Company, who have been 
the initiation. The speaker of the 
evening will be Ernest Palmer, general 
manager of the Chicago Board. 


The Downers > Al , RED Com- 
pany, of which J. R. Shaffer is the man- 
ager, has purchased the Farmers & Mer- 
chants Bank building in Downers Grove 
and is taking over the entire building 
for its increased insurance and invest- 
ment business. 

* * x 

The suit brought against the Phoenix 
Assurance by the Insurance Exchange 
Building of Chicago has been settled out 
of court and under the agreement the 
Phoenix and its affiliated companies will 
er half of its former space in the 

uilding at the present build 
Childs, Young & Wood will ron nog, 
of the space — their activities. 


Jay F. Chappell & Co., Class 1 agents 
in Chicago, have moved into new and 
larger offices in the Old Colony Life 
building, 166 West Jackson boulevard. 

e 2 s 

John W. Hooper, formerly 
secretary of the Lumbermen’s Mutual 
Casualty of Chicago, and treasurer of 
James S. Kemper & Co. at Chicago, has 
resigned, and associated himself with 
Cleary & Winzer of Chicago, insurance 
accountants, 


assistant 





Dinner for John C. Evans 


DALLAS, TEX., Jan. 9.—Texas field 
associates of John C, Evans, for the past 
nine years executive special agent of the 
Home in Texas, will give a dinner in his 
honor Saturday evening. It is rumored 
here that Mr. Evans is shortly to re- 
ceive promotion. He has been for some 
-< the principal assistant of Denny 

McLarry,. general agent of the Home 
nom affilic ited companies at Dallas. 

At the dinner W. Scott Clark will pre- 
side as toastmaster. The committee 
which is arranging for the affair consists 
of Clark M. Hunt, chairman: Frank O. 
Long, T. L. Lauve and Edward Wright. 
Mr. Evans, who is widely known in 
Texas, is one of the outstanding field 
men of the state 
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NOW—Inventory Taking 


The beginning of a new year should be recognized 
by your clients as the time to take inventory of their 
insurance. 


Caution them against over or under-insurance as 
affected by high or low level costs. Ask this question: 
“Are your home and business so protected today that, 
in the event of fire, you would realize full payment— 
100 cents on the dollar? In case of a loss on merchan- 
dise, will your records be complete, conclusive and show 
your insurance to be in the proper amounts?” 


Over-insurance means paying for more than one 
needs. Under-insurance means under-protection. 
Make it your responsibility to provide your clients with 
adequate insurance against future contingencies. 


The CONTINENTAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
EIGHTY MAIDEN LANE ,NEW YORK.N-Y. 


CASH CAPITAL 
TEN MILLION DOLLARS 


HENRY EVANS 


CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 


NORMAN T. ROBERTSON 















































NEW YORK CHICAGO MONTREAL SAN FRANCISCO 
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CHANGES: IN ‘THE F IELD 











GOODWIN IS MADE OFFICIAL | 


Ohio State Agent of the Aetna Becomes | 


Secretary of the World 
Fire & Marine 


William B. Goodwin, for the past 16 
years state agent of the Aetna in Ohio, 
has resigned and removed to Hartford, 
Conn., to assume his new duties as sec- 
retary of the World Fire & Marine, the 
Aetna’s newly organized running mate. 
Mr. Goodwin’s successor in the Ohio 
field will be announced next week. The 
Goodwin family has, since the Aetna 
was organized, played a prominent part 
in the company’s affairs. Mr. Good- 
win’s father, the late Francis Goodwin 
who died last fall, was a director of 
the company during practically all of 
his business life. He left a large estate. 
Charles A. Goodwin, an attorney at 
Hartford and a brother of William B. 
Goodwin, is at present a director of the 
company. 

William B. Goodwin has been attached 
to the western department of the Aetna 
for the past 21 years. He began with 
the Aetna as a special agent on the Pa- 
cific coast. He continued in that con- 
nection for four years and was then 
transferred to West Virginia as special 
agent. He traveled in West Virginia 
for five years, and 16 years ago was ap- 
pointed Ohio state agent. Mr. Goodwin 
has had a broad and valuable underwrit- 
ing experience. He is a thoroughly 
trained and equipped underwriter. 


Fred C. Meister 


Fred C. Meister has been appointed 
special agent of the Northern Assurance 
in Missouri, succeeding Charles H. An- 
derson, who was retired on Jan. 1. Mr. 


Meister has spent his entire business | farm 





life in the employ of the Northern. He 
started as an office boy in the western 
department in Chicago and went through 
| the underwriting department and was 
then sent to the Oklahoma field. On 
Jan. 1, 1923, he was transferred to Okla- 
homa and has supervised the company’s 
business in the western half of Mis- 
souri with headquarters at Kansas City. 





John M. VanBuren 


John M. VanBuren has been ap- 
pointed special agent of the American 
Eagle in Connecticut and Western Mas- 
sachuetts with headquarters at Hart- 
ford. He succeeds Frank A. Chris ten- 
sen, who has become agency superin- 
tendént for the middle department at 
the home office. 


D. B. Gamble 
The Milwaukee Mechanics announces 


the appointment of D. B. Gamble as 
state agent for Michigan, with head- 
quarters at 117 East Harrison Street, 


Royal Oak, Mich. Mr. Gamble is inti- 
mately acquainted with the twists and 
turns of the insurance situation in the 
state, having been long associated with 
the Michigan Inspection Bureau. 


R. C. Stratton 


Robert C. Stratton has been appointed 
special agent of the Rowe General 
Agency, Detroit, representing the Cam- 
den, New Brunswick, Pittsburgh Un- 
derwriters and Superior in Michigan 
and Indiana. Mr. Stratton was _ for- 
merly with the Stratton Insurance 
Agency of Lansing, Mich., and will as- 
sist F. W. Sullivan, state agent. 


R. A. Osborn 


R. A. Osborn has been appointed | 
special agent for the Aetna in 


Oklahoma. Mr. Osborn has been with 
the Aetna for over a year in the Okla- 
homa field. He will make his headquar- 
ters in Oklahoma City. 


Thomas B. Thompson 


Thomas B. Thompson is appointed 
special agent of the North British in 
Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico 
to assist Thomas S. Heath, state agent. 
Mr. Thompson is connected with the 
casualty department of the American 
Bank & Trust Co. of Denver. 


Leonard E, Zell 


Leonard E. Zell, who has been an 
examiner in the western department of 
the Hanover in Chicago, 
pointed special agent of the company 
in Minnesota to assist State Agent 
P. A. Brown. Mr. Brown was made 
state agent several months ago when 
William M. Higley, who has been state 
agent in Minnesota for many years, re- 
tired to take up his residence in Florida. 





James P, Jana 


James P. Jana has been appointed 
special agent of the Hanover in Wis- 
consin and Michigan. For some time 
he has been an examiner in the com- 
| pany’s western department. Mr. Jana 
will divide his time between the two 
states, assisting State Agent Ben Phil- 
lips, Jr., in Michigan and State Agent 
Raymond T. Gravenstine in Wisconsin. 


R. M. Wilcox 


Roe M. Wilcox has been appointed 
special agent of the City of New York 
in Missouri, assisting State Agent John 
H. Walsh. 


E. B. Smith 
E. B. Smith of Lincoln, Neb., has 
| been apointed special agent of the Co- 
| lumbia Fire Underwriters of Omaha in 
| Nebraska. Later on he will make his 
headquarters at Grand Island. He started 
| his career under the Columbia Under- 





‘ 





has been ap- | 


| cently. 





——_— 


writers management, but for the last two 
years has been Nebraska special agen; 
of the Security of Connecticut. 


S. A. Wa Wallis 


S. A. Wallis of Milwaukee, generaj 
agent of the Middle-West Fire Under- 
writers of Minneapolis, who has also 
taken on the Henry Clay Fire for Wis. 
consin, will travel for both companies, 
A recent item gave the impression that 
he was giving up the Middle-West. 





WANT BOARDS RECOGNIZED 


Conference Will Be Held with South. 
eastern Underwriters Association 
by Local Agency Delegations 
ATLANTA, GA., Jan. 9.—For the 
purnose of discussing the matter of 
recognition of local boards, a committee 
representing the agents’ associations in 
the six states over which the South- 
eastern Underwriters Association has 
jurisdiction will meet with the confer- 


| ence committee of the S. E. U. A. at 


16. This conference is the 
meeting of the executives 
of the state associations in Atlanta re- 
The newly formed Southeast- 
ern Bureau has also appointed a commit- 
tee to confer with that of the agents, 
but no date has been set as yet, ac- 
cording to H. H. Hirsch, chairman. 


Atlanta Jan. 
result of a 


Illinois Firemen Meeting 


About 500 delegates are attending the 
annual convention of the Illinois Fire- 
men’s Association at Aurora, IIl., this 
week. The first session was held Tues- 
day morning and the program will be 
concluded Thursday noon. Among state 
officials who spoke were Representative 
J. P. Hart of Aurora, Senator H. C. Kes- 
singer of Aurora, State Fire Marshal 
John G. Gamber, and Assistant Attorney- 
General William Lister. Richard E. Ver- 
nor of the Western Actuarial Bureau will 
speak Thursday morning on “The Fire- 
men’s Relation to Fire Prevention.” 





Capital, $1,000,000 





ANNOUNCING 





INCORPORATED IN 1924 


HOME 


OFFICE 


670 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut 


| Commenced Business on January 4, 1924 


RALPH B. IVES, President 
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NY” 


During that whole period of progres- 
sive expansion that has characterized 
the underwriting career of the 
Northern Assurance, “Strong as the 
Strongest” has been the constant aim 
of the management and the motto 
proudly adopted by all Northern As- 
surance agents. 


The Northern Assurance Company Limited of London 


Eastern Department Western Department Southern Department 
55 John Street Monadnock Block Northern Bldg., 135 William St. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO, ILL. NEW YORK 
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JOSEPH GERSON EDWARD T. LYONS 


JAMES J. CAREY 
d ice-Pres. Sec’y-Treas. 


President 


The Columbian National 
Fire Insurance Company 


LANSING, MICHIGAN 


Statement January 1, 1923 


ASSETS LIABILITIES 


Real Estate......$ 181,314.30 Unearned Pre- 


Mortgage Loans.. 1,198,484.78 mium Reserve..$ 778,778.80 


























Loss Reserve..... 190,306.91 
Stocks & Bonds.. 366,719.82 Taxes, Contin- 
: gencies Reserve 107,385.00 
Cash in Bank.... 109,604.43 Capital 
Accounts Receiv- a - $650,000.00 
et 
able ........... 178,918.32 Surplus 357,255.63 
Surplus to Policy- 
Accrued Interest. 48,684.69 holders ........ 1,007,255.63 
$2,083,726.34 $2,083,726.34 


of Watertown WB. 


FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 
AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan, East Lansing 
CASHMAN & EVANS, General Agents, Colorado, Denver 
H. T. JULIAN, State Agent, Western Ohio, W. A. SEAVER, State Agent for Eastern 
Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 
ALFRED PAULL & SON, General Agents for West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 
¥. G@. HERMAN, State Agent, Indiana and Kentucky, Indianapolis, Ind. 
O. T. PRICE, State Agent, Missouri, Kansas City, Mo. 
CLAUDE SHERWIN, State Agent, Kansas and Oklahoma, Wichita, Kans. 
K & FREEMAN, State Agent for Iowa and Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 
EK. W. PEPPER, State Agent for Mi ta, Mi 
J. D. LA TEER, 2127 Insurance Exchange, State Agent, Illinois end Wisconsin, Chicago 





























Automobile Insurance 


Special Department Maintained 
for Purpose of Giving Expert 
and Efficient Service 
Local and General Agents Wanted 


Apply to 


Appleton & Cox 


Attorneys 
3 South William Street NEW YORK 


Representing Companies of Known Reputation 

















“SIT TIGHT” IS ADVICE 





SEPARATION IN MINNESOTA 


Agents’ Association Tells Members to 
Decline to Give Up Agency, If 
Attempt Made to Clear 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 8.— 
In a lengthy bulletin issued this week to 
its members the Minnesota Association 
of Insurance Agents advises its mem- 
bers to “sit tight” in the separation con- 
troversy and take no ill advised, precip- 
itous action at this time. The bulletin 
calls attention to the attitude of the 
state insurance commissioners in general 
and in particular to the position taken 
by Commissioner Baker of Kansas. 

After quoting in full the resolutions 
recently adopted in New York by the 
National Association of Insurance Com- 
missioners, covering this question, the 
bulletin says: 


Cites Commissioner’s Action 


“These resolutions were referred to 
the fire insurance committee, and a sub- 
committee, consisting of Commissioners 
Dunham of Connecticutt, Stoddard of 
New York, Luning of Florida, Wash of 
Kentucky and Bullion of Arkansas was 
named to act under the terms of the 
resolutions. Commissioner Wells is 
now preparing a full statement of the 
case, and it is expected the committee 
will meet and begin its work during 
the present month of January. 

“It is quite possible the warring com 
pany factions will decide, because. of 
the impending investigation by the in- 
surance commissioners, they had better 
do their own housecleaning, rather than 
permit the situation to continue until 
drastic action is taken by the state au- 
thorities. Certain recent indications 
point in that direction. 


Let Present Relations HKRemain 

“Be that as it may, as the contending 
factions have been asked to bring their 
troubles before the insurance commis- 
sioners for adjudication and settlement, 
this should serve as a bar to any tur- 
ther present separation activity. In 
other words, agency relations should 
remain as they are, and no effort be 
made to clear any mixed agency, pend 
ing consideration by the insurance com 
missioners. Commissioner Wells be- 
lieves that agency relations should not 
now be disturbed because of reasons 
purely separative in character, and will 
act in any case brought to his attention 
where coercion has been used, or where 
a company has, against the wish of the 
local agent, withdrawn from an agency 
because of enforcement of the 
separation rule. 

“The suggestion of the 
sociation is, therefore, if you are con- 
ducting a ‘mixed’ agency, that you 
‘sit tight’ and await developments. Do 
not get into acrimonious discussion or 
quart ‘el with any company representa- 
tive. Phe company field men in Minne- 
sota are fine fellows, all of them, and 
the p  palbnncadnesrae between the Union 
and Bureau has placed them in a most 
embarassing position, threatening, as it 
does, close business and personal friend 
ships and relations of long standing 
with local agents. 


solely 


Minnesota As- 


Decline to Relinquish Agency 


probable any company will, 
press separation 


“It is not 
for the present at least, 


with its local agents. However, should 
any company representative insist, de 
cline to relinquish the agency and sup 


plies until you have been served with a 





formal written notice and demand, which 
shall specify the reason or reasons for 
the cancellation of the agency contract. 
It is not likely that any such written 


demand will be made—at least a demand 
in which enforcement of the separation 
rule is given as a reason. But should 
such a demand be made upon 


written 
you, it will only be necessary for you 





HYDE FINE HELD UP 


ISSUE WRIT OF PROHIBITION 


Enforcement of Contempt Order 
Against Missouri Superintendent 
Temporarily Restrained 








JEFFERSON CITY, MO., Jan. s— 
The Missouri supreme court Friday is- 
sued a temporary writ of prohibition 
restraining Circuit Judge Henry J, 
Westhues of the Cole county circuit 
court from enforcing his contempt oj 
court order against Superintendent 
Ben C. Hyde, handed down Dec. 15, 
which gave Hyde until Dec. 24 to 
withdraw his order of Nov. 9, reducing 
Missouri fire, tornado, hail and light- 


ing insurance 
Dec. 15. 
Che temporary 


rates 15 percent effective 


writ was issued by 
the high court en banc and was re- 
turnable in 30 days, when the supreme 
court will determine whether to assume 
final jurisdiction on the points in con- 
troversy. 

Counsel for Hyde in applying for the 
writ contended that Judge Westhues 
had exceeded his authority in issuing 
the injunction against Hyde last Sep- 
tember on which the contempt of court 
order was based, and that of necessity 
the contempt of court action had also 


exceeded the powers vested in Judge 
Westhues. Former Attorney General 
John T. Barker, representing Hyde, 


contended that when Judge Westhues 
attempted to set aside Superintendent 
Hyde’s threatened rate reduction of 
15 percent last July, first issuing a tem- 
porary restraining order in July, which 
vas supplemented by the temporary 
injunction in September, the court went 
beyond the bounds of its authority. 
Having done so it is contended he could 
not punish Hyde for acting contrary to 
the said temporary restraining order 
and the supplemental temporary  in- 
junction because said actions of the 
court had not legal basis. 

\ttorneys for the interested insurance 
companies in a reply brief filed Dec 
24 asserted that Hyde and his counsel 
had flagrantly violated the orders of 
Judge Westhues and that the contempt 
of court order should stand, as it was 
clearly within the authority of the 
court, and that Hyde should be com- 
peled to pay the $100 daily fine effective 
on and after Dec. 26 until his Nov. 9 
order is withdrawn. 





Aetna’s New House Organ 

The first issue of the “Aetna Fire 
Messenger,” a home office house organ 
came out dated January, 1924. The 
editor in chief is George E. Crosby, Jr. 
In addition four assistant editors have 
been appointed about the home office. 
It will also be circulated in the field 
and have field interest. The first issue 
contained a picture of President Ives 
and a message from him, also an excel- 
lent testimonial to Chairman of the 
Board William B. Clark. 





Get Milwaukee Mechanics 


Cashman & Evans of Denver, have 
taken the general agency of the Mil 
waukee Mechanics in Colorado and 
Wyoming. As already anounced Special 
Agent C. A. Jeffrey, who has been cov- 
ering this territory for the Milwaukee 
Mechanics for two years, will return to 
Omaha and travel in Nebraska. 


to bring it to the attention of the insur 
ance commissioner. 

“You can do your part in bringing 
about a reconciliation between the wart- 
ing company organizations by, as ai 
agent, according fair treatment to each 
company you represent, giving each 
company its reasonable share of bus 
ness, and accepting a uniform scale oi 


commissions from all alike.” 
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(i A Certain Agent Told a Certain 

Special ‘Agent a Story 
Aten Years of hard and Rugged Toil an old Fire Insurance 
Agent in a Small Town had, as usual, accumulated an Immense 


Fortune, and according to Immemorial Custom, retired from 
Business to enjoy his remaining days in Peace and Repose. @ But he 





15. had two Lovely Daughters who attracted more attention than the Old ? 

Bs Man cared for. The house was full of visitors from week end to AGENTS of the 
ht. week end. His Mild Protests resulted in Little Relief for him, so AETNA (FIRE) 
‘ive that when his Eldest Daughter became Engaged he welcomed the Insurance Com- 
ty approach of the Wedding Day as a promise of more Peaceful Days pany never complain 
5 thereafter. QThe day of the Wedding came. The house was ot * ‘Too Mauch Com- 
a thronged with Guests — Strange and Familiar —and the Old Man 

‘on- retired to a Remote Room and seated in an Easy Chair, with his pany. ” All our interest 
oh Stockinged Feet resting on another, prepared to enjoy his pipe in and effort is devoted 
ues Peace ful Solitude. @ pea his Younger Daughter hastily entered to helping—not hin- 
coe and with apologies for disturbing iil exc lelened, “Oh, Daddy, we'll dering —_ A gents in 
out have to take your Chairs — there aren’t enough for the Company.” their efforts to pro- 
an There are Chairs in Plenty,” the Old Man Ceovied, * * The trouble is deem eneue tains 
\dge ad 
eral 


and increase their 


i Th er e’s To O Much incomes 


| !%9 WE WANT MORE GOOD AGENTS 
_ Company! 


FOR UNASSIGNED LOCALITIES 


RALPH B. IVES, President 
































Dec Established 1835 


: Union Insurance Society 
of CANTON, Ltd. 


Fire UNITED STATES BRANCH 


The 175 West Jackson Boulevard 
Y, Je CHICAGO 
office. 

field 


il Making good every promise to policyholders, meet- 


{ he a - e a 
ing in a constructive way every expectation of worthy 
agents, merits their confidence and consideration. 
Mi 
» and 
special 


a MARSH & MSLENNAN 
United States Managers 
= és iain ULRIC S. ATKINSON 








A. F. SANFORD 





inging General Agent Western Department Assistant United States Manager General Agent Eastern Department 
wart CHICAGO NEW YORK 

as at A. H. TURNER JAMES &. ROSS CRAVENS, DARGAN & CO. L. B. LEIGH & CO. STANDART & MAIN 

O each Mer. South-Eastern Dept. Mgr. Mi 2 tei Dept. Managers for Texas General Agents for Arkansas Genl.Agts. for Colorado, Wyoming,New Mexico 
hers ATLANTA, GEORGIA NEW  CeLaans HOUSTON, TEXAS LITTLE ROCK, ARK. DENVER, COLO, 

cale oi — =—— = 
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HOME BUYS CAROLINA 


———- + 


SNOW IS ELECTED PRESIDENT 





Company Will Be Strengthened and 
Extended Into Additional Territory 
Under New Management 





NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—The Home of 
New York has purchased a controlling 
interest in the Carolina Insurance Com- 
pany of Wilmington, N. C., which it 
will continue as a separate local insti- 
tution, with increased capital and facili- 
ties. At a meeting of the board of the 
Carolina last week President E. G. 
Snow of the Home was elected presi- 
dent of the Carolina, succeeding H. C. 


McQueen who has resigned. Mr. Mc- 
@ueen, however, will continue as a 
member of the board of directors, as 
will others of the board. 

The Carolina is an old company, in- 
corporated in 1887, which has confined 
its writings to North Carolina. The 
present capital is $50,000 and the last 
annual statement of the company showed 
a surplus of $81,035. The capital will 
be increased under the new organiza- 
tion, however. The Home is also plan- 
ning to extend the operations of the 
Carolina into additional states in the 
immediate future. The 1922 business of 
the Carolina, confined to the one state 
only, showed net premiums of $35,607 
and total income of $57,560. The opera- 
tions of the Carolina have been largely 
in the hands of M. S. Willard, secre- 
tary, who will continue in direct charge 
of the Carolina in the same offices in 
Wilmington. 











THEEMPLOYERS’ 
FIRE | 
INSURANCE COMPANY | 


CAPITAL,S1,000,000 


BOSTON 








An IOWA Company 


PARLEY SHELDON 


Honorary Vice-President 
C. M. SPENCER, Vice-President and Secretary 





lowa National Fire Ins. Co. 


Des Moines 


FIRE—LIGHTNING—TORNADO and 
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


IOWA Agents Wanted 


F. L. MINER 


President 


For IOWA Business 


FRANK P. FLYNN 


Treasurer 


C. S. VANCE, Vice-President and Underwriting Mgr 








MAY REACH A SOLUTION 
RECIPROCALS NOW FAVORED 


Governor of Massachusetts Urges Pass- 
age of a Law to Admit This 
Class of Institutions. 


Governor Cox of Massachuetts in his 
address to the legislature recommended 
an immediate change of policy which 
will permit the local organization oi 
reciprocal insurance exchanges under 
proper safeguards and to admit to busi- 
ness in the state such outside recipro- 
cals as can comply with Massachusetts 
standards. Governor Cox declares that 
he made this recommendation because 
of the successful experience of other 
states with this form of insurance. 

If such a law be passed it will remove 
the strain that has been put on Mas- 
sachusetts companies by the Missouri 
insurance department, which has en- 
deavored to debar Massachusetts com- 
panies from Missouri because the Mas- 
sachusetts department refused to license 
the Reciprocal Exchange of Kansas 
City on the ground that Massachusetts 
had no law providing for the licensing 
of unincorporated institutions. Un- 
doubtedly the law will be passed and 
the friction will therefore be removed. 


PROMOTERS QUIT FIELD 
BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8.—The in- 


formation proceedings brought by the 
attorney general, at the instance of the 
insurance commissioner, to restrain 
Paul Dillon, Felix Chopin and Charles 
J. Foley from promoting a reciprocal 
and _ soliciting insurance therein in 
Massachusetts, contrary to the statutes, 
came to a sudden end last week. All 
three appeared before the attorney gen- 
eral and signed a written stipulation, 
which has been filed in the superior 
court, under which they are to desist 





from the solicitation of insurance for 
any reciprocal. 
Dillon has once before been in the 


courts for his reciprocal activities and 
a bitter fight was expected on the 
latest development. He paid a fine of 
$50 in Salem for similar activities a 
few months ago. 

Dillon’s claim was that the exchange 
| of inter-indemnity contracts did not 
| constitute insurance. 














=. 


The Declaration of Independence Nr 


6 ° ° wy 

ie One of the World’s Historic Documents } by 
e 

Ke ¥, For the past three years there has been a standing offer on the part of the John Hancock to supply fac- i, 
Veuy simile copies of the Declaration of Independence, an offer which has been very generally advertised. te ey 
«9 There appeared to be no place, public or otherwise, in this country where citizens could obtain facsimile AS) 
a copies of the Declaration free. The John Hancock determined to make the company a source of supply. a 
NY As a result of this offer, copies of the Declaration have been sent by us to all parts of the country, as well Av Ay 
wy as to all parts of the world, including Alaska, the Philippines, Japan, South America, etc. It has even found 2 
las its way into the fastnesses of the Andes, where an isolated American chanced upon publications in which we las 
ke y advertised the Declaration and applied for a copy, which he said would be almost as good as the sight of the ee) 
van homeland itself. 3 — 
low We could cite many interesting instances of application for this document from Mayflower descendants to gay 
Se¥ more recent citizens of the “Melting Pot.” ' Its use among the schools in class work is most notable. ary 
Ney, he organizers of the John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company had high aims and wished to express ke) 
TaN them in the name. Hence they chose that of the patriot John Hancock and included the facsimile of his signa- + 
) ture as affixed to the Declaration of Independence, in the company's charter issued by the Commonwealth of ve 
1A Massachusetts in 1862. For more than sixty years the John Hancock signature has appeared on the policies, Ne 
Ney, letterheads, literature, and in the advertisements of the company. vv, 
Tay oT: " 
i) Sixty-one Years in Business. Now insuring over One Billion ie 
\4 Eight Hundred Million Dollars in policies on 3,300,000 lives. be] 
Ic AS 
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MANY PROBLEMS ARE 
BEFORE INSURANCE 





All in the Business Realize That 
the Present Year Will Be 
Critical 





AGENCY SEPARATION UP 





Acquisition Cost Issue Is One of the 
Foremost Issues Before Commis- 
sioners and Underwriters 


NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—Now that 
1923 belongs to history, fire underwrit- 
ers are giving heed to their problems 
for the new year, earnestly counselling 
with themselves and their associates as 
to the most effective means of meeting 
existing situations in the business and 
those that may be expected to develop 
before many months elapse. 

Although a_ pronounced optimist, 
your successful underwriter is perforce 
one who must ever look to the silver 
lining in every cloud however somber 
it be. Otherwise the discouragements 
inseparable from the business would 
speedily compel him to seek other ave- 
nues of endeavor. 
= a ee 

Look for Big Premium Increase 

All in the business who are conver- 
sant with the signs of the times will 
appreciate that while the new year 
gives unusual promise of producing a 
volume of premiums such as has not 
been had since the world war period, 
yet issues in the conduct of the busi- 
ness are pressing for solution the re- 
sult of which no one can predict. These 
issues, however, are here and will affect 
radically fire underwriting operations. 
The questions confronting underwriters 
are not sectional in their applications. 
Rather are they country-wide in their 


effect. They concern every section. 
For the first time in the history of 
fire insurance in this country the un- 
derwriters are thinking nationally and 


not sectionally. 
Question of Agency Separation 


While the issue of agency separation, 


for the last four months a matter of 
such high concern to managers and 
agents in the central west, is for the 


time restricted to that territory yet it 
will exend to the south and logically 
to other sections as well. It is obvious 
that companies cannot pursue a given 
policy in one territory and a contrary 
course elsewhere. Unfortunately in 
carrying out the separation movement 
in the west, personal antagonisms have 
been engendered between company ex- 


-ecutives in the two great organizations. 


This may preclude harmonious cooper- 
ation elsewhere. An extension of the 
separation idea will likely be carried 
out in all subsidiary or allied associa- 
tions where freedom of action is per- 
mitted by state legislation. 

May Get Into the Courts 


Convinced that the action taken at 
the annual meeting of the Western 
Union in Montreal in September in 
severing relations with the Western 
Insurance Bureau will eventually inure 
of the benefit of its membership, the 
former body is determined to carry out 
its program. If interference is at- 
tempted by the insurance commissioner 
of any state, the matter will be doubt- 
less taken to the court for a definition 
of authority. 


Question of Acquisition Cost 


Another matter of broad concern is 
the acquisition cost of the business. 
Without a dissenting voice the Na- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 46) 
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WARRANTY 


HE PHILLIPS COMPANY 

of Chicago has been financing 
the installation of automatic 
sprinkler systems since 1903. 
The Phillips Company is not an in~ 
surance broker and has no connec- 
tion or afiliation with any insur- 
ance office. Local agents can there- 
fore consult with us freely as our 
policy protects their insurance re- 
lations with their customers. 
The Phillips Company can give 
references from your company or 
companies and from THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
which would not accept our adver- 
tising until convinced that our plan 
of operations did not in any way 
conflict with the principles of 
agency practice now universally 
recognized. 
The Phillips Company, upon the 
high principles here set forth, will 
install automatic sprinklers in the 
plants of your customers upon a 
liberal plan of deferred payments 
out of the savings in premiums for 
the superior protection thus af- 
forded. 

THOS. H. GILL, President 

E. J. PHILLIPS, Vice-Pres. 

B.E. PHILLIPS, Sec’y-Treas. 














The Phillips Company 


108 South La Salle Street 


Good Resolutions! 


RESOLVED, that it is downright folly of me 
to run chances in the future of losing my 
best lines to outside interests. 


RESOLVED, that I will recommend automatic 
sprinklers to my customers on the Phillips 
deferred payment plan where my insur- 
ance connection will be protected. 





RESOLVED, that as delays may be danger- 
ous, I will write Phillips today for details 
and suggestions. 


Whenever you are threatened with the 
loss of a line, recommend Automatic 
Sprinklers on the Phillips Plan to your 
customers, phoning us at once, long 
distance, at OUR expense. 





AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS 


Franklin 4571 
Long Distance Franklin 4572 


Franklin 4186 CHICA GO, ILL. 
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Compulsory Automobile Liability Insurance 


Twenty-four States are considering com- 
pulsory liability insurance :—Arkansas, 
Connecticut, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 


I am opposed to compulsory insurance 
upon automobiles. I know that there is a 
general feeling that every car-owner 
should be able to respond in damages for 
injuries caused by his car, but the remedy 
proposed is many times worse than the 
disease. 


It is claimed by the advocates of com- 
pulsory insurance that about one-third of all 
cars are insured against liability for injury 
to person or property, leaving two-thirds 
uninsured. We know that the insurance 
bill for the one-third so insured is about 
$125,000,000 annually as appears from the 
tabulated returns of insurance companies, 
reciprocals and others. Hence, the cost of 
insuring the remaining two-thirds would be, 
at the same rate, $250,000,000 annually, or 
more than the estimated annual cost of the 
soldiers’ bonus, which we are told the 
Nation cannot afford to pay. This is the 
burden which it is proposed to saddle upon 
the people by compulsory insurance. 


My figures may be questioned. Very 
well. The proponents of the law suggest 
that a flat charge of $25.00 per car annually 
for a $10,000 first limit policy would be 
sufficient to cover the insurance cost. There 
are 14,000,000 cars licensed. That means 
$350,000,000 annual insurance cost, or $225,- 
000,000 above the present insurance cost, 
with no assurance that $25.00 will be 
enough. Considering the steadily increas- 
ing number of automobiles, is this not good 
evidence that my estimate of additional 
cost of $250,000,000 annually is not an over- 
statement? 


National prosperity is dependent upon 
the steady development and expansion of 
business. There is no greater aid to such 
development and expansion than cheap and 
quick transportation. An auto furnishes 
this, par excellence. Anything that will re- 
tard the sale and expansion of automobiles 
will slow up the entire business system. A 
slowing down of the sale and operation of 
automobiles means a slowing down of auto- 


mobile factories, and men out of work; a 
slowing down of steel, rubber, glass, wood, 
coal, oil and other industries, and more men 
out of work. Men out of work means a 
generally lower wage scale and less pur- 
chasing power. Hence, the development 
and expansion of business is checked at 
every point to the great detriment of the 
entire population. 


Can the automobile industry stand an 
additional tax of $250,000,000 annually? 
Will it not act as an heavy sales resistant? 
Will it not slow up the entire business 
system? Would this tax be any easier to 
bear than the soldiers’ bonus tax? Are we 
perhaps to have both? 


For whose benefit is this enormous 
burden to be imposed? It is doubtful if 
there are 100,000 people seriously injured 
by automobiles annually. It is inconceiv- 
able that half this number cannot recover 
damages because of the insolvency of the 
car-owner. I[ doubt that the number 
amounts to 10,000. It must be remembered 
that a large part of the uninsured automo- 
biles belong to farmers and they usually are 
responsible and able to respond in damages. 
Taking the larger figure, however, it means 
that this great burden shall be imposed 
upon industry, thereby adversely affecting 
all of the people, for the benefit of less than 
the twentieth part of 1 percent of the popu- 
lation. Under the American doctrine of 
the greatest good to the greatest number, 
is not the proposal ridiculous? 


I have not found any agitation among 
the people for this law. Its advocates seem 
to consist largely of public officials and 
lawyers. They make no bones of the fact 
that their ultimate object is State Insur- 
ance, thereby eliminating the insurance 
companies and insurance agents and build- 
ing up great political machines. Most of 
the bills before the different States have a 
proviso that indemnity be furnished through 
the medium of a State Fund, upon the broad 
theory that “if a State compels a cause of 
action, it should supply the facilities for its 
accomplishment.” Certainly that must be 
the logical outcome. There is nothing in it 
for the politicians behind the bills unless 
they get State Insurance. In my opinion, 
as sure as the sun rises, the passage of 
these bills will mean universal State In- 
surance. 


Do the people realize what such compul- 
sory insurance under State control means? 
I will call attention to one point which in 
my opinion is of the most vital importance 
to car-owners, and one which cannot be 
stressed too heavily. All claims and suits 
for damages for personal injuries caused by 
automobiles will be handled from inception 
to conclusion by State employees, usually 
underpaid men without expert training, 
having no financial interest in the outcome 
of the suit and caring nothing whether or 
not the verdict of the jury is within or be- 
yond the policy limit. All of the excess 
judgment beyond the policy limit must be 
paid by the car-owner, although he will be 
precluded from any voice in the handling of 
the suit. He can only sit back and take 
his medicine. Under the Constitution there 
is no way of limiting the amount of re- 
covery by an injured person as is provided 
in Workmen’s Compensation laws. There 
is no contractual relation between the 
public and the car-owner or the State. 
There is no way to take away the right of 
any individual to his day in court and to 
the benefit of the verdict of the jury. Ver- 
dicts in excess of $10,000 are now of every- 
day occurrence. A motorman recently 
received a verdict of $75,000 for injuries 
sustained in collision with a truck. What 
will the verdicts be under State manage- 
ment? What a vista of financial Heaven 
this must open up to the ambulance chasers, 
especially to those, if any, who may have 
friends on the inside? 


To me this feature of the matter is simply 
appalling. Every other State scheme of 
insurance ever proposed had fixed 
limits. There can be no limits here execpt 
the whim of the jury. This will impose an 
intolerable burden of fear and apprehension 
upon automobile owners far worse than the 
tax. I would not own an automobile under 
such conditions. A slip by my chauffeur, 
a careless and incompetent trial attorney, 
and my property might be wiped out. 


loss 


The politicians scent the flesh pots. They 
are moving rapidly. Their arguments 
sound plausible. The people must be 
aroused quickly if the scheme is to be 
blocked. This is a matter of vital impor- 
tance to all of the people, but to insurance 
men and to those concerned with the mak- 
ing, sale and repair of automobiles, it hits 
them where they live. 


CHARLES W. DISBROW, President 


American Automobile Insurance Company 


St. Louis, Missouri 
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WHEN PEOPLE TRAVEL THEY CARRY MANY OF THEIR VALUABLE POSSESSIONS. THEY INSURI 
THESE THINGS WHILE IN THEIR HOMES, OF COURSE. THEN THEY CERTAINLY SHOULD 
INSURE THEM AGAINST THE GREATER HAZARDS OF TRAVEL—LOSS, THEFT, DAMAGI 


HY don’t you address a note right now 

to one of the offices listed below and 
ask to be put on our mailing list for all infor- 
mation and advertising material on Baggage 
Insurance, and the other Inland Marine lines? 
We can’t begin to tell you, on this one page 
the possibilities these lines possess. 


FIREMAN’S FUND 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


ATLANTIC MARINE DEPARTMENT 


72 Beaver Street, New York HEAD OFFICE 
EASTERN DEPARTMENT SAN FRANCISCO 
20 Kilby Street, Boston 





Inland Marine 


Lines 


TOURIST BAGGAGE 
PARCEL FPUST 
MOTOR TRANSIT 
TRANSPORTATION 
SALESMAN’S FLOATER 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
76 West Monroe Street, Chicago 


SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT 
Hurt Building, Atlanta 
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Must Use Insurance Principles 


THE insurance business cannot be run 
on the same principles as general mer- 
chandising. inswance is a 4necialized 
besiness. It is in mans’ ways a per- 
Insurance is written 
largely through the The com- 
pany does not cut so much figure. The 
assured has confidence in the agent with 
whom he does business. The assured 
has not the time to study the standing 
of companies or the technical features 
of insurance. That is the business of 
the agent. The assured relies on him to 
place his insurance in reputable com- 
panies that will meet their honest obli- 
gations. 

Again the insurance business in its 
greatest success depends on the loyalty 
and enthusiasm of the organization. 
The personal element enters into in- 
surance prebably than in 
other activity. The men all along the 
line must believe in the 


sonal business. 


man. 


more any 


company, its 


policy, its guiding factor. They must 
have confidence in the ability of the 
management to conduct the business 


successfully and in accord with methods 
that have been tried and tested. 

It is true that some of the principles 
guiding general lines of can 
well be applied to insurance, but they 
must be applied by men who know in- 


business 


surance, who appreciate what the re- 
sponse will be and what effects will 
follow. 

M. J. AVERBECK, .a very success- 
ful wholesale jeweler in New York, a 
man of wide business experience, pos- 
sessing great sagacity, who has done 
much in his own special line, became 
the guiding factor in the NATIONAL 
Liserty. Mr. Averpeck felt that 


the plans, and 


had 


policy principles that 


used in his jewelry business and 


Example of a 


PRESIDENT W. Damon of the S 
FIELB & MArINe, 
week developed an in 


PRING- 
died 
that can 


FIRE who this 


stitution 


well be used as an example in fair 
dealing, clean competition and liberal- 
ity. Mr. Damon himself had always 
lived in New England. His nature 
partook of the ruggedness of that at- 
mosphere. He was a Puritan refined. 


He believed in 
the best but in 
itself as a great virtue. 
which he served 
President Damon. He 


honesty, not 


honesty for 


merely as 
policy, 
The great busi- 
much to 
stands out not 


ness owes 


so much a brilliant underwriter, a re- 


had made such a success could well be 
applied to the NaTIoNAL Liperty. The 
outcome of his administration is well 
known. He succeeded in disturbing the 
organization of the Nationa. Liserty 
all along the line. His men were not 
with him. They knew that the methods 
he was pursuing were suicidal from the 
insurance standpoint. They realized the 
fact that he was not an insurance man 
and therefore did not appreciate the 
effects of the policy he was endeavoring 
to pursue. He did not take counsel with 
the insurance men of his organization 
ia the more important movements that 
he inaugurated. 

The guiding insurance 
company cannot work against his asso- 
ciates. He must have the rank and file 
with him. The men, the field 
men and the must have con- 
fidence in his ability to carry his plans 
fruition. 


hand in an 


office 
agents 


to successful 


The change in management of the 
Nationat Liverty will mean the right- 
ing of the ship, the turn to sane and 


orothodox restoration of 
confidence and the applying of insur- 


principles to the 


methods, the 


ance insurance busi- 
ness, 

The lesson from the 
istration should 


are frequently 


AVERBECK admin- 
not go unheeded. There 
instances of men out- 
side of the business getting the upper 
hand in a company and worshipping 
strange gods. The insurance business 
cannot depart very far from the straight 
and narrow path. It is based on funda- 
mental principles that must be observed. 
After all the men who are acquainted 
with insurance 


know its ins and outs, 
appreciate its problems and its rela- 
tionship with the sales forces and the 


public, should be the guiding hands. 


Worthy Chief 


sourceful administrator, a far visioned 
man, as he does standing for the homely 
virtues of the individual and business 


that are primitive and fundamental. 





Doust and worry set up in your mind, 
in your whole environment and among 
all your associates, influenceg directly 
opposed to your great purpose. They 
make pictures of you in the very condi- 
tion of life that you are trying most to 
avoid. Shun them, they are the most 
wretched and terrible enemy that can 
exist. 

















Officers of the Phoenix of Hartford, 
Connecticut Fire and the Equitable Fire 
& Marine entertained at luncheon at 
Hartford George M. Lovejoy, vice- 
president of the three companies, who 
on Jan. 1, rounded out 25 years of serv- 
ice with the Phoenix. He began his 
insurance career in Chicago in 1883, be- 
coming connected with the German- 
American of New York, serving that 
company in various capacities, becoming 
special agent in 1884. Jan. 1, 1897, he 
went with the Magdeburg as its western 
general agent, and on Jan. 1, 1899, he 
joined the western department of the 
Phoenix as assistant general agent. On 
the retirement of H. M. Magill as mana- 
ger of the company’s western depart- 
ment in 1901, he became joint manager 
with Mr. Spear, under the firm name 
of Lovejoy & Spear, with headquarters 
at Cincinnati. He was elected president 
of the Fire Underwriters’ Association 
of the Northwest in 1895 and was elected 
vice president and a director of the 
Phoenix in June, 1913. 


William J. Dawson, for over 20 years 
secretary of the agency department ot 
the Pennsylvania Fire, died last week 
at Manaquan, N. J., in his 70th year. 
He retired from the service of the com- 





pany when it was purchased by the | 
North British & Mercantile. 
Donald H. Coates of Dallas, Tex., 


general agent of the Southern Life & 
Trust, was married during the holidays. 
Mr. Coates was formerly connected 
with the “Insurance Field” in the busi- 
ness department. 


W. B. Flickinger of Chicago, assistant 


manager of the North America, was in 
New York City last week. Mr. Flick- 
inger is interested in the conference 


between the committees of the Eastern 
Union and Western Union on use and 
occupancy forms. He stopped over the 
week-end at his old home in Erie, Pa. 
The last of this month Mr. Flickinger 
will leave for a two months’ vacation. 
He will sail from New Orleans, going 
to Panama, where his son is a captain 
in the government, aviation department. 


He will take the trip from there to San | 


boat. 


Leslie P. Voorhis, former 
troller in the western department of the 
Springfield, who was retired a few years 
ago, is now getting on his feet aiter a 
serious illness lasting a number of 
months. Mr. Voorhis was afflicted with 
a malady that was insidious and took 
him some time to overcome it. 

George L. Drew, associated with F. 
D. Hirschberg & Co., St. Louis, was 
fatally injured Sunday when he slipped 
on the ice and fractured his skull. He 
died at the City Hospital nine hours 
later. Mr. Drew. prior to becoming 
affiliated with F. D. Hirschberg & Co., 
was prominent in college athletic 
cles. About 20 years ago he was captain 
of the St. Louis University football club 
— later while attending Stoneyhurst 

College in England was presented with 
the Queen’s Cup, being adjudged the 
best all-around athlete in English col- 
lege circles in 1903. 


Francisco by 


one of the _ pioneer 
insurance men of Minneapolis, died 
Jan. 1 at the age of 81 years. For many 
years he was Minneapolis manager for 
the St. Paul Fire & Marine. 


W. P. Bush, special agent for the 
Niagara in Louisiana the past two years, 
who left that field Jan. 1 to become 
special agent for the Hartford in North 
Carolina, was guest of honor at a fare- 
well banquet tendered by his many 
friends at New Orleans. John E. Lan- 
sing, most loyal gander of the Louisi- 
ana-Mississippi Blue Goose, was the 
toastmaster and, on behalf of the field 
men, presented Mr. Bush with a hand- 
some gift as a token of the high esteem 


Julius Schutt, 


comp- | 





in which his friends hold him. Mr. 
Lansing and others warmly felicitated 
Mr. Bush, expressing joy over his ad- 
vancement in the insurance world and 
at the same time keen regret because of 
his leaving the Louisiana field. 


W. Stanley Smith, insurance commis- 
sioner of Wisconsin is in receipt of a 
most unusual letter from an applicant 
for a position in his department. The 
applicant states frankly: 

“My face is the kind that gets a drink 
without being inéroduced to the bar- 
tender. Can travel trains (freight in- 
cluded) all day and be in good shape. 
Can ride horse or bicycle, walk 40 miles 
a day, get along on two or three hours 
sleep, miss some days eating, wear B. 

. Ds in January, go swimming 
through the ice or all of these things 
without being bothered whatever. Have 
no particular family ties, no objection 
to traveling anywhere, and am sick and 
tired of teaching school.” 

Commissioner Smith, taking cogni- 
zance of the remarkable endurance feats 
claimed by the young man for himself, 
is seriously thinking of turning his ap- 
plication over to the Wisconsin state 
prohibition enforcement department. 


T. H. Williams, president of the 
Pacific States Fire of Portland, Ore., is 
staying home nights nowadays picking 
up lectures, concerts, and other broad- 
castings from all over the country. Each 
year the Pacific States has a Christmas 
tree party. This year employes of the 
company surprised their chief with the 
gift of a ‘long-distance radio receiving 
set. More than 100 Portland members 
of the insurance company’s staff partici- 


pated in the Christmas celebration. 
Presents were distributed by John 
Strum, the official Santa Claus, who is 


also treasurer of the company. 

J. B. Levison, president of the Fire- 
man’s Fund, has left San Francisco for 
New York on his usual mid-winter 
visit to eastern branches of the com- 
pany. Mr. Levison expects to rcmain 
in the east for about three weeks. 

jay W. Stevens, chief of the Pacific 
Coast fire prevention bureau of the Na- 
tional Board, is taking a short but well 


earned vacation, his first since 1914. 
Mr. Stevens’ time is so occupied and 
the demand upon it so great from fire 


chiefs throughout the Pacific Coast ter- 
ritory that it has not been possible for 
him to take even a short rest during the 
past nine years, so he has decided that 
it was about time he had a duck hunt 
and has left for the vicinity of Chico. 


Albert N. Wold a Detroit has re- 
signed as assistant secretary of the In- 
surance Federation of America. He is 
well known in the field. He will go to 
Minneapolis and engage in_ political 


O.. | work, 
cir- | 


Charles H. Anderson, special agent of 
the Northern Assurance in Missouri, 
was retired as of Jan. 1, having reached 
the age at which, under the company 
rules, officials must retire. He has been 
with the company for over 30 years as 
special agent for Missouri and during 
his services with the company he also 
had jurisdiction over Kansas and Okla- 
homa. He relinquished these two 
states as the business was developed. 
Mr. Anderson assisted in aieaeting the 
company’s losses during the San Fran- 
cisco conflagration in 1906 He is suc- 
ceeded by Fred C. Meister, who was 
formerly special agent of the company 
in Oklahoma and more recently had 
charge of the western half of Missouri. 


John C. Jamieson of Denver, Colo., 
state agent of the New York Under- 
writers, dropped dead at his home while 
shaving. A month ago he underwent 
a serious abdominal operation. Mr. 
Jamieson was held in the highest repute 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 40) 
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REPORTS ON WATER SUPPLY 


Ohio Inspecting Bureau Tells About 
the Fire Protection Facilities 
and Equipment of Urbana 


Report has been made on the fire 
protection of Urbana, O., by the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau. The water supply 
is questionable at times; fair suction 
storage maintained, system strictly di- 
rect pressure. Pumping capacity inad- 
equate with one unit out of service. 
Pumping station is ordinary brick and 
frame construction without adequate 
fre protection. Mains in part of the 
business district are undersized; large 
feeders into manufacturing and residen- 
tial districts lacking. Absence of suit- 
able number of valves makes the cut- 
ting out of large sections necessary in 





COMMITTEES ARE NOW NAMED 


Union Field Club in Ohio Announces 
Names of Men Who Have 
Been Appointed 


COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 9.—George W. 
Thrush, president of the Fire Under- 
writers Field Club of Ohio, the Union 
organization, announced personnel and 
chairmen of committees for 1924 is as 
follows: 

Executive committee—R. S. 
chairman; M. F. Grim, R. H. Taylor. 

Committee on rules—John 
chairman; C. B. Corry, E. B. 
J. A. Cloud, A. M. Cole. 

Conference committee—John H. Gray. 
chairman; Louis H. Schweer, Walter 
A. Sawyer. 


Tidrick, 


Cameron, 


Rygel, 





joined the Bureau field club, 


| ~etings this week. 


Cincinnati Losses Reduced 


CINCINNATI, O., Jan. 8—The annual 
report of J. J. Conway, superintendent of 
the Underwriters Salvage Corps, shows a 
reduction in fire loss for 1923 as com- 
pared to 1922, although the total is still 


well above that of previous years. The 
total fire losses in Cincinnati for 1923 
was $1,321,616, which is $260,115 less 


than that in 1922. Attention is directed 


| by Mr. Conway to the experience of the 
| past 


year on sprinkler 
During 1923 there 


equipped build- 


ings. were 37 


$49,600, over 50 percent of this being 
due to exposure through careless con- 
struction. On unsprinklered buildings 


there were 40 fires with a loss of $1,033,- 
736, showing the results of sprinkler in- 
stallation. During the year there were 
52 sprinkler equipments installed, 48 of 
these going to stock companies. Mr. 
Conway has pointed out that Cincinnati 
and Hamilton county show a loss ratio 
far below the average for the state. The 
Hamilton county loss ratio for 1922 was 


| total 
| $125,000. 


fires in | 
| sprinkler equipped buildings at a loss of | 





Both held | vicinity were broken by the intense heat, 


and two persons were painfully injured 
during the progress of, the fire. The 
damage is estimated at about 





Huntington Losses Decreased 


Fire Chief Rush Burks of Huntington, 
W. Va., has announced that the fire loss 
for that city in 1923 showed a 67 percent 
decrease from the loss for 1922. The 
amount of loss is given as $76,484.61, or 
$1.12% per capita, which is the lowest 
record for Huntington in many years. 


Akron Agency Clears 


CLEVELAND, O., Jan. 8.—An agency 
shift of moment is reported from Akron, 
where it is said the well-known McIn- 


tosh-Bowers-West Company will clear 
to a Union agency. The sole agency of 
the Home of New York is one of the 


moves in the change and the following , 
Bureau companies will be given up: Con- 
cordia, Dubuque F, & M., State of Penn- 
sylvania, Millers National, National 
Union, Old Colony and Superior Fire. 
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FIREMEN’S 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Newark, N. J. 


Organized 1855 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ..... $2,250,600.00 
All other 

liabilities. . 9,004,301.01 
Net Surplus.. 4,436,386.20 


WE nikes $15,690,687.21 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$6,686,386.20 








THE 


irard F&M. 


INSURANCE CO. 
of Philadelphia 
Organized 1853 


Statement January 1, 1923 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital .....$1,000,000.00 
All other 
liabilities... 2,665,678.50 


Net Surplus.. 1,110,233.48 


ae $4,775,911.98 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$2,110,233.48 














THE 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ..... $ 600,000.00 

All other 
- liabilities.. 


Net Surplus. . 


1,916,251.22 


945,537.10 





WE alo 0043 $3,461,788.32 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$1,545,537.10 











ational y 
Ben Franklin 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
of Pittsburgh, Pa 
Organized 1866 

Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ..... $1,000,000.00 
All other 
liabilities. . 1.329.033.00 


Net Surplus.. 1,452,589.00 





Tctal Assets .$3,781,622.00 


Surplusto Policyholders, 
$2,452,589.00 














Western Department— 137 South La Salle Street—Chicago, Illinois : 


WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


H. R. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary 


J. H. Gwinn, General Supt. of Agents 
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A Company for Good 
Agents 


Eighteen years of continuous progress 
have molded a reputation for the 
Home Fire Insurance Company of 
Arkansas that commands the confidence 
of every local agent. From an idea 
in 1905 this institution has grown to 


one of $1,750,711.46 assets and 
$500,000 paid up capital. 


Wherever the Home Fire is located 
you will find a satisfied agent. 


We have excellent agency oppor- 
tunities in Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 


Home Fire Insurance Co. 
of Little Rock, Arkansas 






































1871 


“Superior Service Satisfies”’ 


1923 


Superior Fire Insurance Company 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 


$800,000.00 $3,806,949.41 $1,514, 962.03 
Writes 


FIRE, TORNADO, RIOT, USE and OCCUPANCY 


A. H. TRIMBLE, Pres. EDW. HEER, Vice-Pres. and Secy. 











CLEARY ann WINZER 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Specializing in Insurance Accounting 


29 South La Salle Street 
CHICAGO 











Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 
INCORPORATED 1876 


THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Total Cash Assets $417,483.05 SALEM, OHIO Net Cash Surplus $296,727.19 


Losses Paid Since Organization, $1,480,796.59 
President 


J. R. VERNON, J. AMBLER, Secretary 








THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $364,993.52 
406 FORT STREET, WEST - - - ~~ DETROIT, MICH. 


























CENTRAL WESTERN STATES 








TO HOLD REGIONAL MEETINGS 


Determination of Legislative Candidates’ 
Views One Purpose of Michigan 
Association 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 8.—Deter- 
mination of the views of candidates for 
state offices on stock and public insur- 
ance as well as regulatory measures 
governing the business will be one of 
the principal objectives of the regional 
meetings of the Michigan Association of 
Insurance Agents, the first of which 
will be held early in March immediately 
after the chairmen of the regional com- 
mittees meet in Lansing to formulate 
final arrangements for these gatherings 


and to outline a program of general 
activities. . 
This contemplated action regarding 


possibilities in the way of legislation is 
directly in line with a resolution adopted 
at the Ottawa Beach convention last 
summer. It is not planned to encourage 
agents to seek political offices but rather 
to enlist their efforts in finding out the 
attitude of candidates for office, espe- 
cially aspirants for the legislature, on 
insurance matters. Later on it is be- 
lieved that insurance men in various 
sections of the state will become suffi- 
ciently interested to seek legislative 
opinions on their own account but the 
primary purpose at the outset, according 
to the association program, is to bring 
about a state-wide move in this connec- 
tion, so that there will be a more 
thorough understanding of insurance 
management and problems on the part 
of public officeholders with special at- 
tention to members of the legislature. 


Combat Hostile Sentiment 


The farticular significance of this 
move is pointed out because of quasi- 
negative and more or less contused 
views that have sprung up in this state 
as the direct outgrowth of controversies 
in which stock companies were in- 
volved, particularly the disagreement 
over the fixing of rates by the Michigan 
Inspection Bureau, w hich was taken up 
by the state press at great length and 
with little consideration for the com- 
panies. This has engendered an attitude 
that to a great extent is partially hostile 
and while based entirely on biased con- 
sidérations nevertheless sets up a dan- 
gerous possibility for the future unless 
steps are taken to clear up the situation 
by a fair presentation of the actual facts 
regarding the workings of stock com- 
panies One of the outstanding illus- 
trations of how this veiled hostility has 
reacted to the detriment of stock or- 
ganizations is shown in the rapid growth 
of mutuals and reciprocals throughout 
Michigan, especially in the larger cities. 
However, it is not planned by means of 
the association regional conferences to 
develop a combative attitude against any 
form of company organization but in- 


stead to proceed entirely through an 
impartial presentation of the facts in 
every instance. 


To Entertain Home’s Agents 


State Agent Clinton D. Lasher of the 
Home of New York, Home Under- 
writers, Franklin and City of New York 
in Indiana, sent a letter to the agents 
of these companies announcing that a 
luncheon will be given to those in In- 
dianapolis Jan. 15 who attend the “In- 
diana Insurance Day” proceedings at 
the Columbia Club immediately follow- 
ing the morning session. Secretary J. 
A. Campbell from the home office will 
be present. It is expected that Man- 
ager J. K. Lesch of the farm depart- 
ment at Chicago will be present. 





Lower Mercantile Rates 
New fire insurance rates on the mer- 
cantile class have been put in effect in 
Indianapolis, largely as the result of a 





discussion that has been directed by 
the state insurance department. The 
Merchants & Manufacturers Insurance 
Bureau started the ball rolling, Claiming 
that the city was entitled to lower basis 
rates. It declared that the city should 
be in : Class 1% instead of Class 2. Ip. 
surance Commissioner McMurray ap- 
nounced that after a hearing on all sides 
its contention in the main was correct. 
The change will affect mercantile build. 
ings and contents, other classes not 
being covered. John W. Williams, dj. 
rector of the Merchants & Manufac- 
turers Bureau, however, declared that 
dwelling and apartment house rates 
should also be reduced. 





Wind Up Mid-West Live Stock 


QUINCY, ILL. Jan. 8.—Stockholders 
of the defunct Mid-West Live Stock, 
which has been in court since Dec, 14, 
1921, will receive about 35 cents on the 
dollar, according to the final report of 


O. W. Pfeiffer, receiver, which it is ex- 
pected Judge Wolf will pass without 
further delay. The report shows assets 


of $46,000, including bonds deposited with 
the state insurance department to the 
amount of $36,600. 

The greatest share of the assets wil) 
go to the Bankers & Farmers Company 
of Texas, which is also in bankruptey, 
and which upon this return will pay its 
stockholders about 35 percent. In addi- 
tion to the assets listed above there is 
due, the receiver claims, against’ the 
Heatherington estate of $25,000, and 
$10,000 in other claims, listed as doubtful, 


These will make possible an additional 
30 percent distribution. 
This virtually disposes of the Mid- 


Stock and now the final dis- 
position of the Mid-West Fire is on the 
docket. Receiver Weisenberger has 
handled nearly $200,000 in listed claims 
and got in $94,721.51 from which there 
were disbursements of $69,659.29, leaving 
searcely $30,000 for stockholders. 


West Live 


Report on Elgin 

The National 
port on Elgin, IIL, 
ing facilities are 


Board has issued a re- 
in which the fire fight- 
reported as generally 


weak. The supply works are inadequate 
and unreliable, Available quantities of 
water are seriously deficient in many lo- 
calities. The fire department is fairly 
well equipped but weak in men. The 
fire alarm system is inadequate. As to 
structural conditions and hazards, weak 


lacking in fire’ resistive 
principal mercantile dis- 
individual fires prob- 
blocks. The streets 


construction 
features in the 
trict makes severe 
able in many of the 
are of fair width and the moderately low 
height and good accessibility are miti- 
gating features and fires should normally 
be confined to the block of origin, al- 


though the fire fighting facilities are 
inadequate. The insurance loss for the 
past five years has amounted to $455,- 
589,000. 3ased on an average population 
of 27,500, the average yearly number of 
fires per 1,000 has been 5.45, a high figure, 
and the average annual loss per capita 
$3.31, a moderate figure. 


Recommends Change for Waukeran 


WAUKEGAN, ILL., 
man, prominent local 
gan, was quoted in an article in last 
week’s issue of the Waukegan “Daily 
Sun,” in the matter of fire protection in 
Waukegan, Mr. Sherman submitting the 
changes necessary to bring about a re- 
duction in the city’s fire loss and a re- 
duction in the insurance rate. Mr. Sher- 
man said that the per capita fire loss in 
Waukegan is $2.60 and is rapidly grow- 
ing. Many recommendations for improve- 
water facili- 


8.—Ross Sher- 
agent in Wauke- 


Jan, 


ments and changes in the 
ties and the fire department were made 
by Mr. Sherman. A complete new build- 


conforming to modern reé- 
quirements is sugyested. The recom- 
mendations are rather severe, but Mr. 
Sherman points out that they are well 
worth consideration in view of the re- 
duction in fire loss that’ could be effected 
and also in view of the reduced fire in- 
surance premiums that would result. 


ing ordinance 


Michigan Notes 


which threatened the entire city, 

business block at Marine 
Saturday afternoon, entailing 
at $100,000. The exX- 


Fire, 
destroyed a 
City, Mich., 
a loss estimated 
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shange of the Michigan State Telephone 
company was swept by the flames, cut- 
as off telephone communication. 

The Michigan Fire Prevention Asso- 
jation is planning to hold town inspec- 
tions in Claire and Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
Jan. 23. 


Illinois Notes 
The Warrensburg Canning factory at 
Warrensburg, Ill., burned Sunday, caus- 
ing a loss of $100,000. There were 20,000 
cases of canned corn and 1,000 bushels of 
seed corn in the house at the time it 
burned. 
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PLAN BIG ABERDEEN MEETING 


Field Men From Both Dakotas to Join 
With Local Agents of South 
Dakota Jan. 24-25 





Elaborate plans are being made for 
the annual gathering of the Dakota 
ond of Blue Goose, comprising North 
and South Dakota, at Aberdeen, S. D., 
lan, 24-25. On the same dates and at 
the same place will be held the meeting 
of the South Dakota Fire Prevention 
Association and the South Dakota local 
agents. : 

‘Chairmen of the committees in charge 
of arrangements include: W. S. Byler, 
Aberdeen, Firemen’s Fund; N. W. Cady, 
Aberdeen, Western Adjustment; F. K. 
Morris, Pennsylvania Fire; Milo D. Bas- 
sett, Western Adjustment; L. E. Swan- 
son, Fireman’s Fund; H. E. Reed, Au- 
tomobile of Hartford; J. E. Gorder, 
president South Dakota local agents. 
‘The program for the local agents’ 
meeting is as follows: 


Thursday, Jan. 24 


Registration—Sherman Hotel. 


2 o'clock. Dutch lunch—Commercial 
Club. 

1:30 P. M.—Business Session—Commer- 
cial Club. 


Invocation—Rev. Mr. Hunter. 

Address of Welcome—Ben Lawshe. 
Response—Ed Knowles, Past Presi- 
dent 

Address—President J. E. Gorder. 
Report—Secretary and Treasurer B. M. 
Beach. 


Report—Credentials Committee. 

3:00 P. M.—Fire Prevention Meeting, 
Municipal Auditorium, R. E. Vernor, in 
charge. 

6:30 P. M.—Joint Banquet—Commer- 
cial Club. 





Presiding—W. E. Comrie, Jr., Most 
Loyal Gander, Fargo, N. D. 
Speakers—E. B. Dunning, Past Vice 


Duluth, 
President 


President National 
Minn.; Spencer Welton, 
Fidelity & Deposit. 


Association, 
Vice 


Friday, Jan, 25 


9:30 A. M.—Morning Session—Munici- 
pal Auditorium. 

Insurance Advertising, J. 
Sioux Falls. 

Developing Accident and Health Lines, 
Warren Hoff, Minneapolis. 

Farm Insurance, J. J. Thede, Groton. 
Address—W. N. Van Camp, Pierre. 
Question Box. 

12 Noon.—Blue Goose Entertains Local 
Agents, 


B. Allen, 


Afternoon Session 


_2P. M—Open meeting—Municipal Au- 
ditorilum. 

Addressed by company officials. 
Selection of Convention City, 

Election of Officers. 

Adjournment. 

Among the speakers at the banquet 
which will close the session Friday 
evening will be Walter H. Bennett, sec- 
teary National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents; Richard E. Vernor, man- 
wer fire prevention department West- 
tm Actuarial Bureau; Walter C. Leach, 
‘ecretary Minneapolis Fire & Marine. 
tis planned also to have other com- 
faty managers speak. In addition to 
the speakers at the banquet there will 
% songs and vaudeville. The Rattle 
Boys, famous Fargo Blue Goose quartet, 
composed of Henry Larson, Lou Strong, 
Sill Schreiber and Gene Dennis, will 
Xin attendance to add ginger and pep. 


Hold Election Jan. 14 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 
Minneapolis Underwriters Association 
ire) will hold its annual meeting and 
“ection of officers Jan. 14. 


8.— The 





DULUTH AGENTS IN BANQUET 


Henry Swift Ives of the Casualty In- 
formation Clearing House Made 
the Chief Address. 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 8.—Mem- 
bers of the Duluth Underwriters’ As- 
sociation held the annual banquet and 
ball this evening. Besides about 300 
local men, their wives and employes, 
several officials of the Mifinesota Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents were guests 
of honor. E. B. Dunning of Duluth, 
past president of the state association, 
acted as toastmaster. 


Among the speakers were Henry 
Swiit-Ives, secretary of the Casualty 
Information Clearing House of Chi- 


cago; P. H. Ware of Minneapolis, pres- 
ident of the Minnesota Association of 
Insurance Agents; E. A. Sherman of 
Minneapolis, secretary, and K. V. 
Rothschild of St. Paul, chairman of 
the state executive committee. 


IVES SPEAKS TO THE AGENTS 





Declares That the Public Should Apply 
Same Principle to Insurance as 
to Commodities. 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 9—Henry 
Swift Ives, secretary of the Casualty 
Information Clearing House, spoke be- 
fore the annual banquet of the Duluth 
Underwriters Club this evening. He 
took up as his subject, “Justification by 
Works—the American Agent’s Prob- 
lem.” He said that no one has taken 
the trouble to convince the public it 
should apply the recognized standards 
of value to insurance. In fact in this 
field value is regarded as a minor con- 
sideration frequently. To many a pol- 
icy is only a policy. 
fied frequently with cheap policies in 
cheap companies. Mr. Ives said there 
is yet to be invented a cheap article 
sold at a low price that has kept the 
purchaser convinced of its economy as 
it has gone to the test of actual service. 

Sold Up to Standard 





Mr. Ives said that the public should 
apply the same test of value to cas- 
ualty and fire insurance that it does to 
the ordinary commodities of trade. He 
declared that sound insurance is not 
sold down to a price but it is sold up to 
a standard of real value. Unsound in- 
surance carriers have flourished, he as- 
serted, because people have not learned 
to measure insurance contracts by the 
main standards that they use in meas- 
uring the value of a pair of shoes, for 
example. 

How to Correct Situation 


He said that this situation can best 
be corrected by a determined, concerted 
and intelligent effort on the part of the 
agents by selling real value insurance 
policies in solvent and substantial stock 
companies. He said if people continue 
to believe that a policy is only a policy, 
if they ignore the elements of value and 
think only of price, if they apply to 
insurance buying a different principle 
than they apply to shoe buying, to that 
extent will promoters of various insur- 
ance schemes continue to prosper. He 
said that if good insurance is to be kept 
on the market it is up to the American 
agents to do everything in their power 
to bring to the insurance buyer an ap- 
preciation of the relationship of worth 
and price. 





The H. D. Brugger Co. of Minneapolis, 
has succeeded to the insurance business 
of Brugger-Kronzer & Co. The new firm 





is at 818 Second avenue south. 


People are satis- | 








MINNEAPOLIS FIRE & MARINE INS. CO. 


Fred C. Van Dusen, President. 
Walter C. Leach, Sec’y and Treas. 









1110 McKnight Building 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
John D. M. McMillan, Vice-Pres. 
F. M. Merigold, Ass’t Secy. 
Geo. -E. Leach, Supt. of Agencies 
FIRE—TORNADO—THRESHER—HAIL INSURANCE 
CASH CAPITAL, $200,000 














‘ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 












INCORPORATED 1720 


United States Branch, 83 Maiden Lane, New York 


E. C. STOKES, 
United States Manager 


GAYLE T. FORBUSH 
Associate Manager 


ARTHUR WALLER 
Assistant Manager 





























































































Accurateand Authentic 


It is highly improbable that any 
insurance agent or any business man 
can estimate property value with even 
a reasonable degree of accuracy. 
But exact values are necessary. 
Guesswork cannot compete with ac- 
curate knowledge. The amount of 
insurance to be carried must be based 
upon an accurate, authoritative and 
reliable *appraisal of the property. 
This is what a Lloyd-Thomas “ap- 
praisal includes. It is a truthful 
exposition of fact. It is a necessity to 
every local agent and business man. 





The |[loyd-lhomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 


1128 Wilson Ave., Chicago 120 Broadway, New York 





Cincinnati 


Cleveland Detroit Indianapolis 
St. Louis Milwaukee Pittsburgh Memphis 
Denver Toronto Minneapolis Kansas City 





~}CAPPRAISERS hg ENGINEERS > 





*“WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It is a complete classified inventory of insurable 
property (except stock, merchandise and raw materials), Each item of property is 
valued at today’s cost to replace new. The amount of accrued depreciation is 
determined and the sound insurable value is given. 


ITS ADVANTAGES—Ist—It discovers insurable values that have long been written 
off the books through unscientific depreciation. 2nd—It gives the agent, the assured 
and the companies value facts of property. 3rd—It makes for adequate insur- 
ance protection, for in nearly every instance it calls for additional insurance,’’ 
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Report on Forest Fires 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 8—Forest fires 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin in 1923 were 
comparatively light, according to a re- 
port filed here by Crosby A. Hoar, United 
States forest inspector for the lakes dis- 
trict. 

Mr. Hoar said that the most striking 
feature in connection with the forest 
fires last year was the indifference of the 
general public. He drew attention to the 
point that many persons think uncon- 
trolled fires are justified because they 
help to clear the land, Those who have 
the facts know, however, that the rate 
of forest burnings is enormously in ad- 
vance of the rate of increase in cultiva- 
tion so that for every acre that the fires 
help to clear, large areas are left deso- 
late with enough vegetation killed but 
not consumed to feed future fires, he 
asserted, 


Loss at Moorhead, Minn. 


Rather heavy losses were incurred in 
the fire which broke out in the Flaten 
building, Moorhead, Minn. The building 
was occupied by the Flaten photograph 


studios, Mel Evanson’s clothing shop and | 


an army goods store run by Jake Miller. 
The total estimate of the damage is set 
at between $10,000 and $12,000. O. E. 
Flaten, who suffered the greatest loss, 
estimated his loss at about $5,000, fully 
covered by insurance. The loss on the 
other two places is believed to be prac- 
tically covered by insurance although the 
final estimate has not been made, 


Fargo Losses Light 


FARGO, N. D., Jan. 8.—Compared with 
figures for the last five fiscal years, as 
given out by James Sutherland, chief of 
the Fargo fire department, the fire losses 
in Fargo during the last 12 months were 
slight. Roughly estimated, the losses 
for 1923 stand at’ about $62,000. No 
figures are available for the-other calen- 
dar years for comparison with the $62,000 
loss of the last year but the following 
losses for the last five years ending on 
March 31 for each of the years named 
are: 1923, $74,395; 1922, $33,355; 1921, 
$113,000; 1920, $72,720; 1919, $62,000. 

W. L. Titus, president of the North 
Dakota Fire Prevention Association, de- 
clares that one of the factors which 
keep the fire losses from being higher 
than they are is the efficiency of the fire 
department, 


Stafford at Wisconsin Celebration 


John F. Stafford of Chicago, most 
loyal grand gander of the Blue Goose, 
has signified his intention of attending 
the celebration of the Wisconsin Pond, 
Jan, 28, at the Hotel Astor, Milwaukee. 
In a letter to Roy L. Nicholson, most 
loyal grander of the Wisconsin pond, 
Mr. Stafford declared that nothing in the 
world could keep him from joining in 
the fun that is promised by the enter- 
tainment committee in charge of the 
event, which is being held in honor of 
D. O. Stine, newly elected president of 
the Northwest Underwriters’ Association. 
A gala time is anticipated. 


Postpone Mutual Meetings 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan, 8.—The 
Northwestern Association of Mutual In- 
surance Companies and the Minnesota 
Association of Mutual Insurance 
panies, which in the past have held their 
annual meetings in February, have post- 





poned them this year until May 13-15. 
The change was made because of the 
desire of the members to take advantage 
of the more favorable weather condi- 
tions in May when they can enjoy side 
trips to the various lakes in and about 
Minneapolis, 





Minnesota Mutuals Meet 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 8.—The 
29th annual convention of the State As- 
sociation of Farmers’ Mutual Insurance 
Companies will be held at the St. Francis 
hotel, St. Paul, Jan. 9-10. The associa- 
tion has a membership of 165 local asso- 
ciations, most of which will be repre- 
sented at the sessions. J. H. Farmer of 
Pipestone is president and A. D. Stewart 
of Redwood Falls, secretary. 





New Deputy Fire Marshal 


Appointment of William A. Greenwald 


|of Milwaukee as deputy state fire mar- 


shal-in charge of the Green Bay district, 
has been announced by W. Stanley Smith, 
insurance commissioner of Wisconsin. 
Mr. Greenwald succeeds W. E. Finnegan, 
resigned, and the appointment is effec- 
tive immediately. One other state deputy 


| remains to be appointed by Commissioner 





Com- | 


Smith to fill a vacancy on the force. 





Elevator Loss at Thelen, N. D. 


BEACH, N. D., Jan, 8—Fire last week 
destroyed the Occident Elevator at 
Thelen. The loss is estimated at $40,000. 
The elevator had a capacity of 35,000 
bushels, The building was built four 
years ago at a cost of $12,000. It con- 
tained about 28,000 bushels of grain as 
well as several carloads of coal. The 
village firemen were unable to check it. 





Drought Cases on Trial. 


The 28 drought cases against the Na- 
tional Union of Pittsburgh are being tried 
in the Morton county district court now 
in session at Mandan, N. D. All of these 
cases were remanded back to district 
court for retrial by the state supreme 
court. 


North Dakota Hail Fund Figures 


BISMARCK, N. D., Jan. 8.—The last 
balance, Dec. 27, for the state hail insur- 
ance fund shows $2,098,000 in the fund 
according to figures at the treasurer’s 
office. This included $1,600,000 borrowed 
to pay hail warrants. All warrants have 
not yet been issued but it is expected 
there will be a balance after paying all 
warrants. 
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Minnesota Notes 
F. W. Stanton _has taken over the 
agency of H. W. Ward at Redwood Falls, 
Minn. 
The Hubbard Agency has been organ- 


ized with headquarters in Duluth by 
Burt C. Hubbard and E. E. Carlsou. They 
will engage in the general insurance 
pusiness. 

The Duluth fire department responded 
to 74. alarms in December. The total 
joss from the fires was estimated at 


$25,604 and the total insurance on prop- 
erties involved was $1,251,400. The to- 
tal value of the property endangered was 
$1,560,245. 

Frank W. Foster, one of the pioneer 
local agents of Minneapolis, died last 
week at the age of 75, following an op- 
eration from which he failed to rally. 
Mr. Foster had been in Minneapolis 
nearly 50 years and was one of the pio- 
neer insurors in that city. 


Wisconsin Notes 


Cc. R. James, assistant to Paul B. Rudd, 
state agent at Milwaukee for the Aetna 
Fire, is at Mercy Hospital at Chicago, 
where he underwent a serious opera- 
tion Jan. 4 

The Wisconsin Inspection Bureau an- 
nounces the appointment of Robert L. 
Hesse, son of F. O. Hesse, state agent 
for the Eagle Fire of New York and the 
Norwich Union, as rater at the Madison, 
Wis., branch office of the bureau. 

Among the prominent Milwaukee visi- 
tors during the week, was Carl F. 
Schreiner, internationally known insur- 
ance man, of New York City. Mr. 
Schreiner was formerly the manager in 
this country for the interests of a group 
of foreign reinsurance companies. 

Thomas Larkin, special agent for Hart- 
ford Fire in Milwaukee, was cut by 
flying glass but not otherwise injured 


in an automobile accident which oc- 
eurred on Highway 15, near Slinger, 
Wis. The car driven by Mr. Larkin 


was run into by one driven by Assembly- 
man Alfred G. Becker, Allenton, Wis., 
who was seriously injured in the acci- 
dent. 

Considerable anxiety is being felt by 
ganders of the Wisconsin Blue Goose, 
for Noble Gander E. C. Maxfield, vet- 
eran rater in charge of the Superior, 
Wis., district of the Wisconsin Inspection 
Bureau, who is critically ill from rheu- 
matism at Duluth, Minn. Many notes of 
encouragement are being sent to him by 
his many friends in Wisconsin fire in- 
surance circles. 

Milwaukee underwriters who hap- 
pened to be listening in on the radio 
last Thursday, heard a familiar voice, 
when in tuning in to Detroit, Mich., they 





were entertained by Mrs. Robert Wood, 
wife of a former member of the Wiscon- 
sin Inspection Bureau force, who is now 
engaged as fire prevention agent for 
the Home Insurance Co., at Detroit. Mrs. 
Wood, who left Milwaukee _ several 
months ago at the time of her husband’s 
change of address, is an accomplished 
vocalist. 

Fire of undertermined origin starting 
at noon on New Year's day, burned over 
a space of two city blocks at New Lon- 
don, Wis., causing a loss of $125,000, 
making homeless 10 families, destroying 
four buildings and damaging 14 other 
structures. Fire departments from Clin- 
tonville, 19 miles away and from Apple- 
ton, 20 miles away, volunteered aid. 
Fiames were fanned by a stiff west wind, 
and the firemen, hampered in their work 
by temperature of eight below zero, 
dynamited several buildings to save the 
town from destruction. 


Dakota Notes 


‘The Farmers State Mutual Fire of 
Bismarck, N. D., has been organized, C. 


G. Byerly of Mobridge, S. D., having 
been active in the organization of the 
new mutual. 


A defective flue is blamed for the fire 
which destroyed the public school build- 
ing at Hamilton, N. D. The building is 
valued at $25,000 and was covered by 
$17,000 insurance. 

Norman Thompson, North Dakota state 
agent for the Liverpool & London & 
Globe, is a proud father. A daughter ar- 
rived at his home a few days ago, 
who has been named Jean Charlotte. 

The Fargo Association of Insurance 
Agents will hold its monthly meeting 
Thursday noon at the Commercial Club. 
‘Lunch will be served and the business 
of the association transacted during the 
luncheon. Several matters of impor- 
tance are to be taken up at this meeting. 

The Warner’ Brothers Agency of 
Fargo, N. D., has Unionized. It has 
taken on the Home of New York and 
North America. It gives up the Ameri- 
can, Boston, Firemen’s, and Rhode Is- 
land. 

Fire totally destroyed the flour mill 
of the Ashley, N. D., Milling Company 
at Ashley with a loss of about $15,000. 
Two carloads of flour and 2,000 bushels 
of wheat were also destroyed. Insur- 
ance amounting to $12,000 is carried on 
the building, machinery and stock. 

An overheated flue caused a fire which 
destroyed the Monarch store at Tower 
City, N. D., causing a loss estimated at 
$30,000. The loss of the store, which was 
owned by L. H. Stine, is divided as fol- 
lows: Building, $6,000; stock and fix- 
tures, $24,000. This is partly covered by 
$20,000 insurance. 

















PUT KANSAS CITY IN CONTEST | According 


Chamber of Commerce Committee Votes 
to Join Fire Waste Movement, 
After Talks by Vernor. 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Jan. 8—| 


Richard E. Vernor of Chicago, man- 
ager of the fire prevention department 
of the Western Actuarial Bureau, spoke 
at a luncheon given by the fire and 
police committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce Friday. A community sur- 
vey of fire hazards and prevention con- 
ditions was his recommendation for 
Kansas City, and the keynote of his 
speech. Mr. Vernor was asked to come 
here to enlist the Kansas City Chamber 
of Commerce in the inter-chamber fire 
prevention contest conducted by the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, 

He particularly emphasized that the 
Chamber of Commerce must give con- 
sideration to the adoption and enforce- 
ment of a proper building code. Also 
that it must continue to cooperate with 
the fire department, Safety Council and 
other agencies. Fire prevention week 
should be changed to a continual suc- 
cession of “fire prevention years.” Mis- 
souri has no state fire marshal—it 
should have one, he pointed out. 

Ray W. Wilson, secretary of the de- 
partment of civics, Chamber of Com- 
merce; Emmet Scanlan, city fire pre- 
vention bureau, and John P. Tillhof of 
Tillhof & Chrisst, chairman of the com- 
mittee, were present at the meeting. 
The fire and police committee on a ris- 
ing vote decided that the Kansas City 
Chamber of Commerce should join the 
National Fire Waste Council and enter 
the inter-chamber fire waste contest. 


to reports received from 
them, the board of directors of the 
Chamber of Commerce will vote favor- 
ably on the report. 


WILL INSIST ON COMPLIANCE 


Superintendent Baker of the Kansas 


state, the Western Union, Western In- 
surance Bureau, the local agents and 
the public. 


Watch Separation in Iowa 


DES MOINES, IA., Jan. 8.—Des Moines 
insurance men are watching with inter- 
est the efforts being put forward to 
either separate or harmonize the conten- 
tion between the Union and Bureau fol- 
lowers. At Sioux City it is Announced a 
complete separation has been made. A 
give and take system was utilized in 
bringing about this result. There is 
more agitation in the outlying towns 
and cities than in Des Moines. Here 
there is an evident purpose to dwell to- 
gether in unity as far as possible. Oc- 
casionally evidences of friction are 
manifested but even these eruptions do 
not disturb the general serenity of the 
situation. The personal equation obtains 
in a large measure in the harmonizing 


rather than open rupture. 





Kansas 1923 Fire Record 

TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 8.—State Fire 
Marshal Scott reports the total fire loss 
for Kansas for 1923 to be $4,751,000 or 
$1,000,000 less than in 1922, with a de- 
crease of 500 in the number of fires in 
the state. 

While no accurate figures are available 
for the years before the department was 
created in 1913 it has been estimated 
that the fire losses in the state usually 
were above $7,000,000 and the fires ran 
to about 5,000 each year. 

There were 3,417 fires in 1923 and 3,910 
in 1922. The loss in 1922 was $5,729,000. 
The big month for fires and high losses 
last year was in February when there 


were burned in roofs, the fires caused by 
sparks falling on the roofs, which were 


efforts that dominate serene complacency 
| 


were 614 fires with a loss exceeding 
$800,000. This was due to the large’ 
number of dwelling fires where holes 
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Charles G. Petrie, J. F. Hickey and C, H. 
Morrill. The newcomers on the board 
are Messrs. Talbert and Gray, who suc- 
ceed H. 8S. Cushman and D, H. Painter. 
As usual the nominating committee’s 
selections will be elected. 


Weiss & Harding Changes 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 8.—Joseph Carlin, 
one of the youngest veterans of St 
Louls fire insurance circles, has been 
elected vice-president’ of the Weiss & 
Harding Adjustment Company. Cc. W. 
Dustin and G. W. Porter have also been 
taken into the firm as directors, 

The adjustment company has incor- 
porated, electing officers as follows: 
President, G. A. Weiss; vice-president, 
Joseph Carlin; treasurer, Tom Harding; 
secretary, W. C, Walker; directors, C. W. 
Dustin and G. W. Porter. 


Des Moines Board Elects 
DES MOINES, IA., Jan. 8.—The annual 


| meeting of the Des Moines Underwriters’ 


Association was held Saturday. Earl E. 
Crawford was given a unanimous elec- 
tion for president for the fourth con- 
secutive year. A. J. Verran was chosen 
vice-president; R,. M. Evans, second vice- 
president; Samuel Dorsey, treasurer, and 
George Tones secretary, a position he 
has filled satisfactorily in the past. 
Twenty-four agencies, comprising the 
leading fire insurance representatives in 
the city, are affiliated with the organi- 
zation. The utmost harmony was mani- 
fested at the meeting. This association 
keeps its members posted in fire insur- 
ance methods and movements and mutual 
helpfulness results. 


Iowa Notes 


O. M. Thatcher and O. B, Price have 
| organized the Thatcher-Price Agency at 
Fort Dodge, Ia., with a capital stock of 
$10,000. 





dry from one of the longest winter dry 
periods in the history of the state. July 
and June hold the record for the smallest 
number of fires and also the smallest 
losses for the year, July having two more 
fires but over $2,000 smaller losses than 
in June, 


Two Iowa Losses 


Iowa’s fire record for the new year 
opened with the burning of a warehouse 
at Altoona and the destruction of 
gladiola bulbs valued at $100,000, with 
insurance of $80,000, and the destruction 
of an entire business block on the main 
street of Reinbeck with a loss of $75,000. 


St. Louis Board Nominees 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 8.—The annual 
election of officers and directors of the 
Fire Underwriters Association of St. 


Louis will be held Jan. 15. 
committ composed of Sam D. Capen, 
chairman; C, S. Lawton, C. H. Morrill, F. 
Cc. Case and C, J. Kehoe, nominated the 
following officers and directors: Presi- 


ee 








Department Says He Will Enforce 
His Separation Order. 


TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 9.—Superin- 
tendent Baker of the Kansas insurance 
department has been in Chicago for a 
number, of days following the promul- 
gation of his ruling as to separation. 
Mr. Baker declared that Western Union 
companies would be restrained from en- 
forcing the separation rule in mixed 
agencies but that Western Insurance Bu- 
reau' companies must pay only the Union 
graded scale in mixed agencies. He 
prepared a supplemental order intended 
to prevent Bureau companies clearing 
mixed agencies in order to pay the 
higher scale. Before the order was is- 
sued the Union companies in Chicago 
asked for a conference and this was 
held Friday afternoon. The Bureau 
companies are allowed to pay their own 
scale of commissions in clear agencies, 
but they were prohibited from trying 
to break in clear Union agencies and 
pay the Bureau scale. If Union com- 
panies attempt to-enter clear Bureau 
agencies the Bureau companies are al- 
lowed to pay their own scale. Superin- 
tendent Baker states that the attorney 
general is squarely back of him in en- 
forcement of his order. He says that 
Kansas will exhaust all its authority to 
maintain the ruling. He said that the 
promulgation of his ruling was done in 





a spirit of fairness to everyone in the 


dent, W. D. Hemenway; vice-president, 
L. E. Bright; secretary, J. P. Mitchell; 
treasurer, C. J. Kehoe; executive com- 
mittee: C. M. Talbert, Cabell Gray, F. H. 
Kreisman, Sam D. Capen, F. C. Case, 


A nominating | 


Lamar J. Duke, who has been manager 
of the Waterloo Insurance Agency for 
the past ten years, is opening a local 
agency of his own at Waterloo, Ia. 

W. H,. Elfmann purchased the interests 
of Emil Felgner in the Traub & Felgner 
agency of Dubuque, Ia. The new firm 
will operate in the future under the name 
Traub & Elfmann, 

Dean Dresser, assistant manager of the 
western department of the National of 
Hartford, with headquarters at Chicago, 
was a house guest during holiday week 
of W. H. Harrison, state agent of the 
National in Des Moines. 


Missouri Notes 

J. W. Gregory of Freeport, Ill, as- 
sistant manager of the western depart- 
ment of the Crum & Forster fleet, was a 
St. Louis visitor of the past week. 

The wedding of James A. McCann, 
owner and manager of the St. Louis Ad- 
justing Company, to Miss Helen Eckert, 
Dec. 31. They will be at home after 
Jan. 12. 


Kansas Notes 


| The Monday Blue Goose luncheon which 
| has been held at the Chamber of Com- 
|merce in Topeka has been temporarily 
discontinued, It is the plan to resume 
holding them in the new Hotel Kansan 
which will be completed and in operation 
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STANDS PAT ON BANK AGENTS 





Texas Commissioner Will Refuse to 
License Them Except in Very 
Small Towns. 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 8.—In licensing 
insurance agents in Texas for the cur- 
rent year, Commissioner Scott will not 
deviate from the policy he inaugurated 
when deputy commissioner in refusing 
agency licenses to bankers, except in 
very small towns where the service is 
necessary. He reiterated his position in 
unequivocal language, saying: 

“The laws of this state absolutely 
prohibit the issuance of an insurance 
license to a person who by some ad- 
vantage of relationship or position seeks 
a license to enable him to write the 
insurance of his own property or that 
of his relatives or friends. 

“Bankers and loan men seek insur- 
ance licenses for the purpose of col- 
lecting insurance commissions from 





borrowers, in addition to the interest 
charged. 
“Property owners, corporation di- 


rectors and officers buy into an estab- 
lished insurance agency, the considera- 
tion of sale being that they will insure 
the property of themselves or the cor- 
porations they represent through such 
so-called insurance agency, thereby se- 
curing a division of the commissions for 
themselves, accomplishing by this sub- 
terfuge an indirect rebate, evading the 
law and doing indirectly what the law 
prohibits being done directly. 

“Automobile dealers seek insurance 
licenses for the purpose of writing in- 
surance on cars sold to their patrons 
and dividing with themselves such com- 
missions as they may impose upon their 
unsuspecting customers in addition to 
their legitimate profit on the sale of 
cars. 

“Bank employes secure licenses to 
write insurance, using the information 
coming to them by reason of their posi- 
tions as to the financial status of the 
banks’ customers to extort commissions 
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AND 
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Annual Statements to Insurance Depart- 
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from them. There is no more sacred 
financial relation existing than that of 
a bank and its depositors, yet this con- 
fidence is violated in order that a sel- 
fish bank employe may secure for him- 
self an insurance commission to aug- 
ment the salary paid him by the bank. 

“These banks are the sharks of the 
business, and it is the competition of 
these sharks that the legitimate, capable, 
trained, ethical and bona fide insurance 
agent is forced to meet.” 


BURNETT & GOSLING IN FIRM 





San Antonio Business Is Purchased by 
Two Active Men—Represent the 
Aetna Life Interests 





An important change in the Texas 
insurance field is the purchase of com- 
plete control of Johnston, Burnett & 
Goslitg, Aetna Life and Aetna Casualty 
general agency in San Antonio, by 
Arthur C. Burnett and Lytle W. 
Gosling, active members of the firm. 
The business will be continued under 
the name of Burnett & Gosling. 

30th men are widely known in insur- 
ance circles. Mr. Burnett has had many 
years of experience and is regarded as 
an authority on all forms of underwrit- 
ing. Going direct to San Antonio from 
Aetna Life headquarters in the east, he 
was admirably trained to take his place 
as a general executive. He has been 
a member of the firm for the last 15 
years. Mr. Gosling purchased an in- 
terest in the firm five years ago, after 
having been a banker for a number of 
years. 

Established as a general agency in San 
Antonio 22 years ago to represent the 
Aetna Life interests, operations of the 
firm have steadily increased, until now 
Burnett & Gosling is recognized as one 
of the leading general agencies in the 
South. 

The agency has direct connections 
with the English insurance market 
through London Lloyds. It also rep- 
resents a large Mexican company that 
has functioned unfailingly through the 
numerous revolutions of recent years. 

There are 21 persons connected with 
Burnett & Gosling and territory of the 
agency embraces a total of 67 counties 
in south Texas. 


HARDIN QUITS UNDER FIRE 


Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner Re- 
signs Following Report by Leg- 
islative Committee. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, 
8.—Eli W. Hardin has 
resignation as Oklahoma 
ance commissioner. The, resignation 
was accepted by Governor Trapp, and 

E. Young, assistant commissioner, 
was appointed temporary commisisoner, 
pending a permanent appointment. 

In evidence presented before 
legislative investigation committee, 
was released Friday by James R. Tol- 
bert, chairman, it was revealed that 
during the four years of his connection 
with the state insurance department, 
Mr. Hardin’s bank deposits aggregated 
$46,633. This was shown in the 
timony of H. B. Carson, vice-president 
of the American National Bank of 
Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Carson testified that 
when Mr. Hardin was secretary of the 
state insurance board, drawing a sal- 
ary of $208 a month, his deposits were 
$5,874. The following February Mr. 
Hardin was elected insurance commis- 
sioner at a salary of $2,500 a year, in 
which capacity he has served until last 
week, when he offered his resignation. 

Efforts to locate Mr. Hardin Friday 
or Saturday were fruitless. Advice 
from his home in Oklahoma City was 
to the effect that he had been called 
to western Texas to the bedside of a 
sick brother. Word said to be from 
John FE. Hardin of Plainview, Tex.. 
stated that his brother, Eli Hardin, had 
not arrived at Plainview. 

Evidence released by 


OKLA., Jan. 
tendered his 
state imsur- 


the 
which 


tes- 


in 1920, 


the investigat- 


ing committee is not sufficient to jus- 





| listed 





tify action, J. K. Wright, county attor- 
ney, said, adding that the matter would 
be eo 

Mr. Hardin’s friends are confident 
that as soon as he returns matters can 
be satisfactorily explained. 


THREATEN 10 PERCENT CUT 





Texas Commission Raps Overinsurance 
in That State—Would Also 
Cut Expense Item. 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 8—The Texas 
State Fire Insurance Commission has 
announced that it seriously contem- 


plates promulgation of a horizontal re- 
duction of 10 percent on all fire insur- 
ance rates with the view of “arousing 
interest of company Managers, not only 
to discontinue the moral hazard prac- 
tice of permitting agents to overinsure 
that contributes so much to fire loss, 
but to also reduce the expense item for 
doing business where their last sworn 
statement is shown to be 47 4/5 percent, 
which is out of line with all other busi- 
ness enterprises.” 

The announcement was made in a 
statement issued by G. N. Holton and 
G. W. Tilley, members of the commis- 


sion, in summing up the activities of 
the past year on fire prevention and 
conservation in Texas. 


“The constant calling attention of 
mayors, fire chiefs, fire marshals, wom- 
en’s organizations, civic clubs, commer- 
cial clubs and the school children in 250 
cities and towns in the state, we believe, 
is making some inroads on careless 
habits, and causing the removal of many 
flagrant fire hazards,” says the state- 
ment. “But the real protection must 
come from company managers in select- 
ing agents who will not be a party to 
the willful burning by writing overin- 
surance, and more care to be used i 
granting permits to such agents.” 

Several cases are cited in which the 
commission declares that the appoint- 
ment of persons of improper character 
as agents has contributed to overinsur- 
ance. 


Semans Agency Clears 


The Ed M. Semans agency at Okla- 
homa City has cleared, going Union. 
Fred C. Johnson, former manager of the 


insurance department, resigned, and has 
opened a separate agency, oper: ating for 
the Bureau companies released by the 
Semans agency. They are the Union of 
France, Agricultural and Dubuque Fire 
& Marine. Mr. Johnston established 
offices at 503-504 Tradesmen’s National 

sank building. J. E. Fleenor, formerly 
of the Retailers Fire, was appointed to 
succeed Mr. Johnston at the Semans 
agency. 


Key Rates Reduced 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 
merous improvements the key rates of 
the following places have been reduced 
by the Texas State Fire Insurance Com- 
mission: Arlington, 44 to 37 cents; 
Eagle Pass, 43 to 38 cent's: Towa Park, 
92 to 69 cents, and Mesquite, 89 to 58 
Following these reductions the 
commission sent out books containing 
new specific schedules for the towns 
and aiso for Whiteh¢ 


Dallas Blue Goose 


TEX., Jan. 8.—The local pond 
of Blue Goose held an open meeting 
Monday and invited members to bring 
“Mrs. and Miss Gander.” <A program of 
entertainment was arranged which fea- 
tured Miss Martha Withers. 


8—Because of nu- 


cents. 


suse, 


DALLAS, 


Line Up Fire Record Credits 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 8—G. N. Holton, 
secretary-member of the Texas State 
Fire Insurance Commission, announced 
that the commission has mailed out to 
the mayors of all incorporated cities and 
towns the blank forms upon which to 
furnish data to determine whether or 
not their city will be entitled to a good 
fire record credit for the year 1924. 

A credit of from 3 to 15 percent is 
granted on all property located within 
the city limits, if the loss ratio will per- 
mit. This credit is allowed if the loss 
ratio is less than 55 percent. For each 








The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 
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An Agency Company Founded 18% 
Cash Assets secpeatassouman 
Liabilities ......... . -$ 65,508.02 
t Cash Surplus ...... 171,125.82 236,633.84 
Contingent Assets ..........seesee0s 373,957.03 
ee 
Total Resources of Company $610,590.87 
Total Amount at Risk............ $11,748.385.09 
te? "eee 89.495.83 


Total Savings to Policyholders..  661,468.4 
E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Seo’y 
Present Rate of Dividend to Policyholderg 
25 per cent 








BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
CHICAGO 


Insurance Headquarters 


Madison Street 
East of La Salle 


Brevoort Hotel upholds worthily 
the best traditions of American 
hotels famed for hospitality. 























Caledonian 


Insurance Co. 
of Scotland 


The Oldest Scottish 


Insurance Office 


555 Asylum Street 
Hartford, Conn. 


Address all Mail to Lock Drawer No. 68 


CHAS. H. POST, U. S -Mgr. 
R. C. CHRISTOPHER 
Asst. U. S. Manager 








Dayton Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co., “onio™ 


B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


Conservative and careful 
Management 


AGENTS WANTED 
Address Home Office 








The Concordia Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1923 . $4,928,796.23 


CogmelSteckk . . <2 6 « 750,000.00 
Re-Insurance Reserve . .  2,921,843.02 
Reserves of other Liabilities 423,697.4 
Surplus to Policyholders . . —_1,583,255.75 
— Writing — 
Fire Tornado 


Sprinkler Leakage 


Rents Use and Occupancy 
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TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
The Company That Aims To Excel In Service 


TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE 


WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


FARM 
TRACTOR 








INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 





MISSOURI IOWA 


—_—_— 
JLLINOIS 
QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 


OHIO 
C. L. HARRIS & COMPANY 





Claim E. aand Adjust 
and SERVICE BUREAU 616 St. Clair Ave., N. E. 
GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. CLEVELAND 
Branch Offices: Akron, Y: 
wells Bidg., QUINCY, ILL. Our Service Covers Northeastern OHIO 
—————————— 





NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 


BEN C. COOPER 
Adjuster 
College Bidg., OTTAWA, ILL. 


39 Years in Insurance Wor 


H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 
Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, O. 








INDIANA 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 
ALL Claims against Fire Insurance Companies 


308 N. State St. CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Long Distance: Main 458 


ILLINOIS 








R. E. MOORE 
Adjuster 
330 Peoria Life Bldg. 
PEORIA, ILL. 


H. A. HAMILTON 
Adjuster 
225 North Adams St. 
PEORIA, ILL. 








SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
N. C. McLEAN, JR. 
Adjuster 
$08 Missouri Ave. EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL. 


W. E. PAGE 
Fire and Tornado Adjustments 
689 Continental & Com’! Bank Bldg. 
Wab. 0758 CHICAGO, ILL. 








INDIANA 
Automobile Adjustments Only 
EUGENE McINTIRE 


218 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 








INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 
W.P. Kelley, Pres. American Trust B!dg. 
H. J. Lederer, Vice-Pres. SOUTH BEND, 
C.W. Ginz, Sec’y and Treas. INDIANA 





Mokanokla Adjustment Co. 


Investigations and Adjustments 
Fire and Casualty 


Thoroughly experienced men guided by 
Insurance Attorney 


Wichita, Kansas 


This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losses 


LYMAN HANES 
New York Life Building 
General Adjuster for Insurance Companies 
Geneva 2603 MINNEAPOLIS 
NORTHERN IOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 
F. M. NORRIS 
Independent Adjuster 
519 First Nat. Bank Bldg. Mason City, lowa 
MINNESOTA WISCONSIN 
CHARLES G. BATES 


General Adjuster for Companies 
30 Years’ Experience 
Plymouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


tenes * ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
H. E BJODSTRUP, Mgr. 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 


239-40 Realty Bldg. MITCHELL, SO. DAK. 
MISSOURI KANSAS 














F. W. LITTLE, JR. 
Adjuster 
Fire and Automobile Losses 

| 503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. KANSAS CITY, MO. 

| Over 30 Years’ Experience 

| KANSAS 

KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
W. P. KINKEL 








| JOHN M. KINKEL 


Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjustec | 


___ HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 


CENTRAL INSURANCE ADJUSTMENT CO. 
| Automobile, Casualty and Subrogation Claim: 
| M. E. Streckenfinger, Attorney F. E. Whitney, Manage’ 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 





| MISSOURI, KAN., OKLA., ARK. 
CHARLES C. COX, ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Est. 1914 
Adjustments 2 SERVICE 
Jefferson Theatre Bidg., SPRINGFIELD, MO. 


Office: 188 So. Jefferson St. Phone | 
| Residence: 107 North Ave. ~ 1594 


| O. Cc. KEMP Battle Creek, Michigan 
Adjuster of Fire Losses 





8c 





a week is the cost of The 
National Underwriter by 
annual subscription. 














96.23 

100.00 

343.02 

197.46 

55.75 

, || Surplus to Policyholders $801,000.00 
Special Service to Brokerage Departments, Brokers and Local Agents 

ancy Home Office: Wrigley Building, Chicago 

Correspondence Invited 
oe 











YUM 











5 percent or fraction thereof less than 
55 percent loss ratio for the three calen- 
dar years next preceding, a credit of 3 
percent is allowed with a maximum of 
15 percent. 


New Fire Prevention Chief 


AUSTIN, TEX., Jan, 8.—B. E. Sattter- 
field of Franklin was elected Monday as 
chief of the fire prevention division of 
the State Fire Insurance Commission to 
succeed Larry Mills, resigned. Mr. Sat- 
terfield served under Dr. Sutton at the 
University for three years and also 
served as secretary of the Texas Confer- 
ence for Education. He has also been 
superintendent of schools in east Texas. 
Recently he has been in the real estate 
business at Franklin. 


Remmert With Republic 


H. Remmert has entered the serv- 
ice of the Republic and will supervise 
the gulf coast field with headquarters at 
Houston, succeeding T. M. Webb, re- 
signed. Mr. Remmert has had varied fire 
insurance experience, having formerly 
managed a local agency in Brenham, Tex. 
Later on he was with the rating commis- 


O. 


sion for several years; and latterly, as 
special agent for Hornberger, Schmitt & 
Co., and the Fireman’s Fund. 


Oklahoma Blue Goose Party 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. Jan. 8— 
“The best ever’ was the verdict of the 
ganders at the close of the holiday party 
given by the Oklahoma City Blue Goose 
at the Oklahoma club. The entertain- 
ment was in the form of a banquet fol- 
lowed by a dance. Christmas decorations 
made the ball room very attractive and 
an abundance of Christmas spirit insured 
a gala occasion for the guest's. 














year, shows a very high per capita loss, 
the figure being near $7. Total amount 
of property involved was $10,533,947 and 
actual fire loss was $1,598,386. Based on 
an estimated population of 232,000, this 
gives a per capita loss of $6.90. 


Oklahoma Notes 


Lioyd J. Mulle 
Oklahoma City, 
night’s visit 
tavia, N. Y. 

J. W. Gregory of Freeport, Ill, as- 
sistant manager of Crum & Forster com- 
panies, was in Oklahoma City the latter 
part of last week. 

E. R. Ledbetter, general agent for the 
accident and liability departments of the 
Aetna Life, was elected treasurer of the 
Kiwanis Club of Cklahoma City for the 
ensuing year. 

J. Wilson Swan has been appointed to 
succeed J. C, Leonard as secretary-treas- 
urer of the Leonard-Braniff Investment 
Company at Oklahoma City. Mr. Leon- 
ard recently removed to Houston, 

Feeling the need of a more central lo- 
cation, Harvey Huie, formerly of Tulsa, 
has removed his offices to 503-504 Trades- 
men’s National Bank building, Oklahoma 
City. Mr. Huie is special agent for the 
Starkweather & Shepley companies. 

A large zine mill belonging to Wood- 
chuck Lead and Zine at Cardin, Okla., 
was destroyed by fire Jan, 1, with a loss 
estimated at $100,000. The mine had re- 
sumed operations the previous day after 
being shut down several weeks for re- 
pairs. 


n, insurance adjuster of 
left Friday for a fort- 
with his parents in Ba- 


Texas Notes 


Texas state agent of the 
Liverpool & London & Globe, is visiting 
the New Orleans office of the company. 

Friends of Fred Bondurant of the 
Aetna will regret to learn of his illness, 
which causes confinement to his home in 
Dallas. 


J. H. Speed, 











* Little Harriett McConnell, daughter of 
Oklahoma City Board Elects R. C. MeConnell of the Royal, underwent 
» . » , ' an operation for appendicitis recently 
P eens ie CITY, OKLA., nates and is reported to be doing nicely 
Officers for the ensuing year, elected by ’ : ‘ 
» ty Re “4 — The Ditto Insurance Agency at Arling- 
the Oklahoma Association of Fire Un- | ton, Tex., has been purchased by N. L. 
derwriters at a meeting Saturday, are | Davis and will be operated in connection 
Eugene Whittington, president; E. R. | with the N. L. Davis Insurance Agency. 
Ledbetter, vice-president; L. I. Baker, W. L. Foster, who has been in the in- 
secretary-treasurer; Fred Neff, J. F. Me- | surance business at Georgetown, Tex., 
Cullough, Harry Carlin and C. E, Stick- | for some time, has recently been elected 
ley, board of directors president of the Chamber of Commerce 
”e - ats of Georgetown. 
E. C. Cooper of the Southwestern Ad- 
Dallas Losses Severe justment Company returned to Dallas 
: riew om ere Jan. 2, from Lower California, where he 
" g > re ° , r ir 
Y DALLAS, eh. to Jue _s limin adjusted losses sustained at Tiajuana by 
oie lade port on the 1923 fire record in Dal- | the Commercial Union, both by fire and 
las, covering the first 10 months of the | fraud. 
if — — Oe _—___ — 
| T 
| KENTUCKY *AND THE” SOUTH | 
| 
— ee — ————_ — — ee — — —_ 
WANT ADJUSTMENT BUREAU | fact that the field men of the depart- 
ahead | ment made 23,694 inspections from July 
o.: : 1, 1921, to June 30, 1923, which resultec 
| Competition of Suidinsenteate Is Said to} ;* oJ 43 : a i ¥.. ae one 
. = i e correctio Oo a6 serious haZ- 
Be Causing Trouble in ards. During the period mentioned, 64 
Louisiana hres of incendiary origin and 204 of 
unknown origin were investigated; 62 
. , 2 cases litte 16 y ; , 47 
Complaint has been made that the | °° submitted to the grand jury, 47 
competition of independent adjusters in indictments and seven convictions se- 
NI ee ae . 7 . _| cured. 
New Orleans is bringing the business elie al ; s im = 
into bad repute. Companies doing both uring the — period 340 schools 
fire and automobile business will be soon | WET® Mspectec and fire drills held; 4 
asked to organize an adjustment bu-| /™¢ Prevention addresses made by mem- 
as gi re ¢ F I 1 ° : 
reau of their own for Louisiana or ex- bers of the department; holiday and 
tend the operations of the Southern Ad- quarterly bulletins issued; clean up and 
justment Bureau to cover that territory fire prevention circulars distributed. 
It is alleged that some of the adjust- he report shows that during, the last 
ers have made arrangements with agents | wg ie hay agen” 19,000 risk cards 
-!| place > ¢ > > 2m: > 3 
to notify them of losses in advance of Hf Fee the | of th: ~ mer geno 
is -ctors < o > 35 
the customary advice to the company | _. les , oo = — ae wen 18.350 
and that in this manner they are able to | T'S**_ were Pe rsonally inspected and, 
secure an advantage over in almost every instance, a reduction in 





r their competit- 
getting the business. Company 
officers and special agents have fre- 
quently received first information of 
losses from independent adjusters. Some 
special agents have’ not hesitated to ask 
their companies to ignore telegrams 
soliciting adjustments in advance of loss 
notice. 


ors in 


GIVE KENTUCKY INFORMATION 


Splendid Work Has Been Done by the 
State Fire Prevention Depart- 
ment During Year. 

FRANKFORT, KY., Jan. 8.—In his 
report on the department of fire pre- 
vention and rates, 
Examiner James called attention to the 





State Inspector and | 


insurance rates obtained. 





Would Change Building Code 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 8.—Changes in 


the proposed building code of Louisville 
to make such fires as the one that de- 
stroved the entire property of W. J. 


Hughes & Sons Lumber Co. impossible 
in the future, have been suggested by 
Capt. C. F. Huhlein of the board of pub- 
lic safety, in recommendations to D. M. 
grucker, city building inspector. One 
change suggested is ,provision of fire 


walls for lumber yards and sheds where 
large quantities of lumber or other com- 
bustible materials are stored, it being 
held that such walls would have made 
it much easier to have handled the 
Hughes fire, as they not only serve as 
a check to prevent spread of the flames 
to other property, but break up the 
heat and make it possible for firemen to 
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DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 
Insurance Company 


231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


GEO. K. MARCH, President and Gen. Manager WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
JAS. M. » Treasurer M. E. BLACK, Assistant 
ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant Secretary 








Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Wheeling, West Virginia 
Capital $200,000.00 Surplus to Policyholders $344,258.94 








Exceptional facilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusua! forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 
companies and at Lloyd's, London. 
Re-Insurance Contracts Drawn and Placed. 
YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED; 
PROMPT ATTENTION 


WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. C. W. VOELLGER, State Agent 
SURPLUS 
LINES an : 
FLOATERS Insurance fiesta &. Tecra 


Chicago, Ill. 











I. REINHARDT & SON 


TEXAS GENERAL AGENTS 
Ameriean Exchange Nat’! Bank Bldg., DALLAS 





Hanover Fire Insurance Ceo., of New York 
Tokio Marine & Fire Ins. Ce. Patrietie Ins. Co. of Amertea 
Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. (Underwriters Dept. 
Nerthwestern Fire & Marine Ins.Co., of ete eH 
Fidelity & Casualty Co. 
American Automobile Insurance Co., St. Louis 








GEO. M. EASLEY GLENN T. HERNDON 


GEO. M. EASLEY AND COMPANY 
GENERAL AGENTS—DALLAS 


“(HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST” 
Employers Liability Assurance Corpo- 
ration of London 


Sterling Fire Ins. Co. of Indianapolis 
Globe Indemnity Co. of New York 


Boston Ins. Co. 


Fire & Marine Und. Agency of 
Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 


Federal Ins. Co. of Jersey City 











Reliable American Company’’ 


af D. M. FERRY, JR., President 
: ea E. J. BOOTH, Viet 


‘‘A Staunch and 








Treasurer 


Secretary 
E. P. WEBB 


Asst. Secretary 


42 Years of ‘‘Honorable Indemnity”’ 
Assets $2,377,909.00 
WM. T. BENALLACK, Superintendent of Agents, DETROIT, MICH. 


A. SCHULTE 
H. E. EVERETT 


Losses paid over $11,263,097.09 








THE MERCHANTS’ & MANUFACTURERS’ 


MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHIO 


Cash Assets Over $250,000 Net Cash Surplus Over $150,000 
Licensed in 
OHIO, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, PENNSYLV ANIA 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, INDIANA and MASSACHUSETTS 


Writing General Fire Business 
Paying 25% Dividends to Policyholders 
S. N. FORD, Pres. G. W. DEYARMON, Sec’y 











NATIONAL INSPECTION C 


m3 West Jackson Boulevard CHICAGO 
A Chearing House for 


UNDERWRITING INFORMATION 


4. G. HUBBELL, Mgr. H. B. CHRISSINGER, Ase’t Mgr 








work in much closer to the blaze. He 
held that such precautions are taken in 
other cities. 


Reports on Tennessee Department 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 8.—The pre- 
liminary report of the Tennessee insur- 
ance department, submitted last week 
by Commissioner A. S. Caldwell, shows 
a reduction in departmental expenses 
and a large increase in collections for 
the year. The total amount collected by 
the department during the past year, ex- 
clusive of the blue sky division, was 
$1,163,970. The total expenses in connec- 
tion with the handling of the depart- 
ment were $30,137. Expenses showed a 
saving of $7,000 over 1922; expenses and 
the net of income over disbursements 
shows an increase of $160,724 over 1922. 


Many Kentucky Losses 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 8—Losses have 
been pouring in locally and from out in 
the state as a result’ of a drop in tem- 
perature to below zero on Friday, re- 
sulting in the coldest weather since 1918, 
and much crowding of heating plants, 
stoves, etc. In addition to a large num- 
ber of small fires in Louisville, two large 
barns at the Churchill Downs race track 
were burned Sunday, but several hun- 
dred thousands of dollars of high grade 
horseflesh were removed, not a horse be- 
ing lost. 

Serious fires were reported in press dis- 
patches over the week end from Prince- 


ton, Ky., $50,000; Clay, Ky., $65,000; 
Berea, Ky., $150,000; Covington, Ky., 
$100,000, and Henderson, Ky., had two 


fires reported to have gone $50,000; while 
there were numerous smaller fires re- 
ported from various sections. 


$50,000 Fire at New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Jan. 8—Property 
approximating $50,000 was destroyed by 
fire early Saturday morning, which com- 
pletely destroyed the building and con- 
tents at 631 Poydras street, occupied by 
the Marine Mill Supply Company, and 
did considerable damage to the stock of 
the Valloft & Dreux cigar establishment. 

Because of the construction of ‘the 
buildings, the firemen found it difficult 
to get to the base of the fire. The build- 
ings are perhaps among the oldest in 
Poydras street, are of brick and are 
jammed against each other, with no ave- 
nues on either side to enable the firemen 
to fight the flames from any but the 
front and rear position. 

The building in which the fire started, 
and which is practically a wreck, is said 
to have been valued at $20,000. The stock 
of the mill supply company, valued at 
$58,000, was damaged about $30,000 and 
is covered by insurance. 


Consider Lexington Situation 
LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 7—It is re- 
ported in special agency circles that at 
this week’s meeting of the Kentucky Fire 
Underwriters’ Association consideration 
will be 


given to the question of non- 
board agents at’ Lexington, Ky., which 


have been holding some of the attention 
of all special agents of late, as special 
agents are favorable to board agents. 
Some ten years ago when the companies 
withdrew from the state as a result of 
passage of the Green-Glenn insurance 
bill, later repudiated, the Lexington 
Board was destroyed, and later reorgan- 
ized, but a lot of part-timers got into the 
game and the board needs assistance in 
getting the situation back to something 
like normal. 


Liberty Fire Increases Capital 


Amended articles have been filed by 
the Liberty Fire of Louisville, increasing 
its capital from $200,000 to $300,000. The 
Liberty Fire has also increased its board 
of directors from nine to eleven, adding 
Fred W. Keisker, prominent local furni- 
ture merchant, and Fred Forcht, promi- 
nent attorney, who is official and direc- 
tor of a number of large business con- 
cerns, including the $4,000,000 Brown 
Hotel Co., of which he is a director and 
vice-president. 


Stafford to Visit Southern Ponds 


Present’ plans of John F. Stafford of 
Chicago, most loyal grand gander of the 
Blue Goose, call for his attendance at 
a meeting of the Florida pond, as one of 
the events of his proposed trip through 
the southern states. Other points that 
Mr. Stafford hopes to visit during his 











journey of the south include Greensboro, 


—_—— 
N. C., and Chattanooga, Tenn., at both 
of which places he expects to becom 
more closely acquainted with ganders - 
the order. . 





Florida Blue Goose Swim 


Ganders of the Florida Blue Goose ar 
grooming their feathers for the big mig. 
winter swim at Orlando, Fla., Jan, We 
A special Blue Goose golf tournament is 
to be held the afternoon of Jan. it 
prizes of value being prepared for award 
to the winners. The program for th 
evening provides for a 7.30 o’clock bent 
quet to be followed by a dancing 
The arrangements for the swim are bein 
made by Beale Travis, most loyal andes 
of the pond, and J. H. Holmes, Wielder 
of the goose quill. 


Party, 


New Kentucky Fire Marshal 


Announcement was made at Frankfort 
Ky., last week of the appointment of 
Henry M. Bosworth of Lexington, Ky 
as state fire marshal, effective Jan, 7 


Some years ago he was state treasurer 


Qualification Bill in Virginia 
RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 8.—An agents 
qualification law will be introduced in 
the general assembly of Virginia at the 
session which opened at Richmond this 
week and it is understood that it stands 
an excellent chance of passing. At any 
rate, that is the belief of members ot 
the fraternity who are anxious to hay 
such legislation enacted. The bill wiy 
be modeled after the standard on 
adopted by the convention of insurance 
commissioners. A similar bill was of. 
fered several years ago but it was de. 
cided not to press for its passage be. 
cause of the fact that the commissioners 
had not then drafted a standard form. 





Insurance Men for Governor 


RICHMOND, VA., Jan, 8.—Three men 
prominently identified with Virginia {p. 
surance circles, are being mentioned as 
probable candidates for governor of Vir. 
ginia next year. They are John R 
Saunders, Hugh B. Sproul and Junius E 
West. Mr. Saunders, who is attorney 
general of Virginia, owns a local agency 
at Saluda. Mr. Sproul is a member of 
the local agency of Sproul & Crowle at 
Staunton. He is a member of the state 
highway commission and is rated as on 
of the big business men of his section 
The third man in the list is Lieutenant 
Governor Junius E. West of Suffolk. He 
is a2 member of the agency of West & 
Willis at Suffolk, handling general lines 
of insurance. It is regarded as almost 
certain that he will be a candidate for 
gubernatorial honors. The other two 
are considered as being rather in the r- 
ceptive class. 





Richmond 1923 Losses 


RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 8.—Richmondé'’s 
fire loss in 1923 was $370.880, a decreas 
of $368,538 from the figures of 192 
The department responded to 134% 
alarms in 1923, and increase of 240 over 


1922. The largest single loss in 19% 
resulted in a $30,000 damage. Property 
destroyed during the year was insured 


for $312,710, according to 


) figures con- 
piled by Fire Chief Joynes. 


Alabama Field Men to Meet 


The Alabama Field Men’s Club wil 
hold a business session and social gather- 
ing at Mobile, Feb. 14. There will 
morning and afternoon business sessions 
at which it is expected an important dis- 
cussion of the separation problems vill 
be held and also consideration will b 
given to Commissioner Julian’s ruling 
on collection of premiums. In the eve 
ning the field men will meet for a valet 
tine party. 


L. & L. & G. at Atlanta 


The Atlanta agency of the Liverpodl 
& London & Globe has been transferré 
from W. R. Hoyt & Co. to the Adal 
Realty & Trust Co. 


Fire Record in Atlanta 


ATLANTA, GA., Jan, 8.—Fire losses * 
Atlanta during 1923 were smaller tha 
during any year since 1918 despite tht 
fact that more fires occurred than dit 
ing any year in the history of the cil! 
Damage from 2,131 fires amounted * 
which insurance of $4 


$551,246 on 
340 was paid. 
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Oth Virginia Notes his headquarters in the state of Wash- | 
ome ington the past year, visited his home in | 
3 of rR. E. Minard, chief examiner for the | New Orleans for the holidays. 1898 1924 
North British group in southern terri- D AE } JOHN H. GRIFFIN, President 
tory, is spe nding some time in Richmond } 
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z No s co - 
cial, agent i eginia. ee eee ee Fire believed to be of incendiary ori- | N O R I H W E by E. R N 
pan “ali S a . a gin destroyed the plant of the Water 
are A charte r granted s ullivan & Nurney Valley Handle Company, Water Valley, 
"i. | fiato engage in the general real estate, | MiS*, Causing a loss of $20,000, ther FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
oOe€ age e ge era "eal estate, ei y rivture , < ins “< ce 
a insurance agency and construction busi- oe Ca he Gee. MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
rm ness, With maximum capital limited to hte } 
.. $50,000. Officers are Willard P. Sullivan, Kentucky Notes EE Pe Mae Bad I Sa ee Ie ae ay 658,468.86 
r resident; Jack W. Nurney, Suf- o- oge,° 
the wee oecretary. Jack W. Nurney, Suf ; B J, Dats: state agent at large for Ce eer ree in wares 534, 492.36 
ne - the <j lity Phoe i ester! lepart- . . ° 
= Two —_, Lage ma yr Ba Vv one local ey apent a counie’ of dz = _ pert ( ash ( apital eoeecersicedsvoeveese 400,000.00 
y cle aie is yveeKk Une was ri ae -oate >..° 
eing ay P. “Murray of Murr: ay & Padgett, = a wee ‘ Reinsurance Reserve ........ 496,289.89 
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al lines under advisement by the federal judges. | Pacific Board of a committee to inves- 
almost The suit was a test case directed | tigate just how many banks want the 
tof against the state of Washington to deter- 
tha = mine the constitutionality of the single | 
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ing to population. The Northwestern | COLUMBUS, 
rmond's National contended that the law violated | Company OHIO 
Jacrease the federal constitution. 
yf 1922 The court ruled that: e 
to 1,345 “We are not convinced that irrepar- | Capital $500,000 
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_ = enforcement of the law, if found valid, | CHAUNCEY B. BAKER, President JOHN A. DODD, Secretary 
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clause eliminated and how many regard 
it as optional. 

In September, certain San Francisco 
banks informed the insurance compan- 
ies writing at this city that they would 
not make loans on policies which did 
not eliminate the fallen building clause. 
This clause exempts companies from 
liability if any building or material part 
thereof falls, except as the result of 
fire. When a rider is attached to the 
policy eliminating this clause, an in- 
crease of 25 percent has been added by 
3oard companies, Prior to the request 
of the banks few companies had been 
eliminating the clause, 

Many managers declared that their 
home offices should decide whether the 
clause be eliminated. Others maintained 
that the 25 percent additional rate was 
too low. However, before many weeks, 
most of the companies decided to elim- 
inate the clause for a consideration of 
25 percent of the premium. The fact 
that there are companies that will not 
eliminate the clause, and that there are 
a number of banks that have not re- 
quested its elimination, has reopened 
the issue, and definite action is now 
sought. 





Many Incendiary School Fires 


Pyromaniacs are held responsible for 
the destruction, Dec. 31, of two Califor- 
nia school buildings, one in Oakland, with 
a loss of between $75,000 and $100,000, 
and the other at Woodland, with a loss of 
about $250,000. Following the incendiary 
destruction of the Lincoln School in Ala- 
meda but three days earlier the simul- 
taneous burning of these two schools has 
greatly alarmed educational authorities 
throughout the state. The burning of 
the Lincoln School was the seventh fire 
of incendiary origin in Alameda within 


the week, six of them having started 
within 96 hours. 
Following the fires a conference was 


held between Fire Chiefs Murphy of San 
Francisco, Short of Oakland, Steinmetz 
of Alameda and Rose of Berkeley, at 
which it was said much light was ob- 
tained as to the operations of the sus- 
pected school house pyromaniacs. Be- 
cause, say the fire chiefs, all of these 
fires seem to have been the work of one 
individual, it has been deemed wise to 
place special guards at all school houses 


in the Bay district and arrangements 
have been made to take the same pre- 
caution in rural communities where the 


pyromaniac seems to be chiefly active. 


Charts Aid Publicity Work 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, Jan. 8—To 
combat further the influences which are 
working against the Board and Board 
rates in California and to give the in- 
suring public accurate information con- 
cerning losses and the fire situation gen- 
erally, two large charts have been pre- 
pared by the publicity bureau of the 
Pacific Board for use in connection with 
addresses to be made by P. F. Garnett, 
manager of the publicity bureau, 
throughout the state, One of the charts 
makes a comparison of business failures 
and fire loss ratio from 1910 to 1922. The 
business failure line during these years 
took the same course as the fire loss 
ratio line showing that the insurance 
companies have plenty to contend with 
when business is bad. The other chart 
is entitled “When Moral Hazard Stalks 
in the Cotton States.” The lines of this 
chart show that whenever the price of 
cotton is low the fire loss ratio ascends. 
Mr. Garnett has invitations to speak be- 
17 business and civic clubs in the 
southern part of the state and he will 
exhibit the charts at each meeting. In 
February he will make addresses 
throughout the northern part’ of the 
state. 





lore 


Hogan Heads Blue Goose 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, Jan. 8—How- 
ard W. Hogan, special agent of the Fire 
Association, has been elected most loyal 
gander of the San Francisco Blue Goose. 
W. T. Lovell, manager of the automobile 


department of the Phoenix Assurance, 
was elected supervisor of the flock and 
Herbert Stockton, city, manager of the 
National Union, custodian of the gos- 
ines. 

Most Loyal Gander Hogan is a native 
of Oakland, Cal., where he was born 
on 24, 1882. He entered insurance as 

ce boy fe the Royal Exchange 
1 17, 1898 In September, 1906, Mr 
entered the employ of the Cali- 
intermay? and later was 





placed in charge of the city department. 
Seven years later he resigned to become 
special agent for the Fire Association 
traveling central California. He has re- 
mained with that company since, and is 
now senior special agent for the Pacific 
Coast department, 





Turn-Down For Auto Club 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan, 8—Ap- 
parently the California State Automobile 


Association is not going to handle the 
distribution of the 1924 state motor li- 
cense plates after all. At least, this is 


indicated in a tentative announcement 
made by the association and it is gener- 
ally understood that the Automobile Club 
of Southern California is of the same 
turn of mind. No official announcement 
has as yet been made, but it looks as 
though insurance agents and brokers 
have won a victory and that the protests 
to Governor Richardson by the San Fran- 
cisco Insurance Brokers Exchange and 
the California Association of Insurance 
Agents had borne fruit. It is felt that 
the statement of Secretary John B. Shea 
of the California Association of Insur- 
ance Agents, in which he openly charged 
the governor with paying a political debt 
by giving the auto association this par- 
ticularly choice “job,” has had something 
to do with the turn things are now tak- 
ing. The tentative announcement indi- 
cates that the auto club will probably 
distribute license plates to its members 
only. 


Get Replies to Questionnaires 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 8—The 
California Association of Insurance 
Agents and the San Francisco Insurance 
Brokers Exchange are receiving replies 
to the questionnaire sent to agents and 
company managers throughout the state 
to determine just who is and who is not 
accepting business from reciprocals, 
clubs, mutuals and other insurance or- 
ganizations operating “beyond the pale” 
of old line companies. True the ques- 
tionnaires are not coming in as rapidly as 
they might, but they are reaching the 
oflices of the associations in sufficient 
numbers to give a pretty fair line on the 
situation. Of the 120 agents and com- 
pany managers circularized something 
more than one-half have replied and in 
practically all of these replies it is 
claimed by the companies that they are 
not accepting from mutuals or recipro- 
eals or from any other irregular source 
either direct business or reinsurance. The 
Insurance Brokers Exchange and the Cal- 
ifornia Association hope to have some- 
thing definite, if not sensational, to say 
about this situation before very long. 





Chief Murphy to Stay 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 8—Fol- 
lowing a week of gossip, charges and 
recriminations tegarding the possibility 
of the removal of Thomas R. Murphy as 
chief of the San Francisco fire depart- 
ment, the air was suddenly cleared when 
Mayor James Rolph, Jr., took a firm stand 
behind Chief Murphy and announced that 
“one of the best chiefs we ever had” 
would be permitted to continue his work 
undisturbed and with the full support of 
the present administration. This result 
was what was generally expected in well 


informed circles. It is contended that 
the attack on Chief Murphy was due 
merely to a recurrence of an old fight 


involving petty politics. 


Increase Long Beach Protection 


As a result of the addition of territory 
embraced in the Greater Long Beach area 
acquired by that city through the an- 
nexation election recently held, it is 
stated that the immediate establishment 
of three new fire stations is practically 
assured, Fire Chief George C, Craw has 
announced that he will make recommen- 
dation to the city council for the addi- 
tional stations at once. The newly ac- 
quired area extends to the Compton city 
line and includes Virginia City, Los Cer- 
ritos, Davidson City, Dominguez 
tion, Bixby, North Long Beach, Hynes, 
and territory as far as the Orange county 
line. 


Redland’s Loss Estimated at $100,000 


The of Gold 
Association at tedlands, 
burned last week, 
$100,000 The origin of the blaze 
been traced to the sweating rooms where 
used in the 
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packing house, which adjoins the prop- 
erty, was saved. The plant of the Gold 
Banner Company occupied about one-half 
of a square block, and nothing was saved 
except some important records which 
were found subsequently practically in- 
tact in an iron safe which had with- 
stood the ravages of the flames. Com- 
panies involved in the loss include the 
Atlas, Globe & Rutgers, Great American, 
Manchester, National of Hartford, Penn- 
sylvania, Phoenix of Hartford, Alleman- 


ijnia, Citizens, Pacific States, Scottish 
Union, Phoenix of England, Royal Ex- 
change and _ Springfield. The Pacific 


| 


Coast Adjustment Bureau and Peckham, 
Green & Ray of Los Angeles are adjust- 
ing the loss. 


$200,000 Oil Loss at Santa Fe Springs 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 8—One of 


| the largest oil fires in the history of the 


California field occurred Jan, 4 at Santa 
Fe Springs, when a large derrick owned 


|and operated by George F. Getty burned, 


causing damage estimated at $200,000. 
Oil being one of the hardest known fires 
to extinguish, accounted for the great 
loss, but when the modern methods of 


| fire fighting were brought into play, the 


spread of the flames was checked, thus 
preventing what might have been a con- 
flagration with only a 10 percent loss. 

This being the first large loss of the 
year, has occasioned much excitement 
amongst the insurance offices, but as yet 
the names of the companies involved are 
unknown. 

The first fire in the Torrance, Cal., oil 
field occurred Dec. 28, when the rig and 
tools at' Superior Qil Company’s No. 4 
well were destroyed. The loss was con- 
fined to the rig and tools, which were 
damaged to the extent of about $35,000. 





Ramsden Goes to Oakland 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Jan. 8.— 
P. S. W. Ramsden, head of the insurance 
department of the Halloran-Judge Trust 
Company for the past six years, has re- 
resigned to open up a general insurance 
agency at Oakland, Cal. Mr. Ramsden 
has been prominent in local fire insur- 
ance circles and was one of the principal 
officers of the Salt Lake fire agents asso- 
ciation. He is being succeeded at the 








=a 
Halloran-Judge Company by O. E. Vom. 
baur, Jr., who has been connected wip, 
the insurance department of the ¢om, 
pany under Mr. Ramsden for some yeay 





Speyer Goes to New Zealand 


Walter M. Speyer of San Franciseg 
manager of the New Zealand and South 
British, has gone on a visit to the home 
offices in Australia. Mrs. Speyer ig ap. 
companying him, They will not return 
to San Francisco until May. This Will 
be Mr. Speyer’s first visit to the home 
office. He has been manager of the Ney 
Zealand for 26 years. 





Coast Notes 


The Lincoln Fire of Hartford, has been 
admitted to Utah, and Montana. 

Wm. H. Kelly, assistant secretary of 
District B of the Pacific Board, has bee, 
appointed secretary of the district, gy. 
ceeding E. J. Torney, resigned. 

At Visalie, Cal., Clyde A. Lovett, ap. 
rested on seven counts charging the 
burning of insured automobiles with jp. 
tent to defraud the insurance companies 
has been released on $10,000 bail, 

The W. P. Matheson agency and the 
Verne D, Caldwell agency of Billings 
Mont., have joined and will operate jy 
the future under the firm name of Math. 
eson-Caldwell Company. 

Hobart Mitchell has sold his agency 4 
Portland, Cre., to Cord Sengstake & 
Son. Mr. Mitchell will go to southern 
California where he seeks to improve 
his health. 

In supplementary papers filed at Salem, 
the state capital, the name of the Ng. 
tional Insurance Agency, Inc., of Port. 
land, Ore., has been changed to Stewart, 
Cox & Lester. 

The Renton Realty and Insurance Com. 


pany has been incorporated to do busi- 
ness in Renton, twelve miles south of 
Seattle. Capital stock is $2,400. Incor. 


porators are Mike J. Creegan, Henry P, 
Ioppini, Andrew J. Sedlacek and T, J, 
Richmond. 

L. B. Daniels, president of the Califor. 
nia corporation of Seeley & O., hag 


been in Portland, Ore., to confer with 
Orlando W Davidson, manager of th 
Portland office of Seeley & Co. The 


concern, which has operated on a ¢- 
partnership basis in Oregon, will incor. 
porate in Cregon, immediately, handling 
Idaho and Oregon business. 
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NEW YORK STATE SITUATION 





Field Men Report Generally Satisfac- 
tory Year—Rochester Continues to 
Be Trouble Spot 





BUFFALO, N. Y. Jan. 8.—With the 
new year special agents working out 
of this city in New York state are 
checking up on results for 1923. In 
general, they report that their chief 
trouble the latter part of the year was 
poor collections. This is partly due to 
tight money and partly to careless busi- 
ness methods on the part of agents im 
the smaller towns, they believe. As a 
result of this condition several agency 





June- ! 


changes in various places have been 
made and the condition corrected to a 
large extent. 

All in all, it was a good year for the 
companies in central and western New 
York, the special agents report. The 
premiums of most companies run ahead 
of 1922 and the losses, with the excep- 

tion of the first three or four months 
E 1923, were much lighter. There have 
| 
| 
| 





been few serious losses the past few 
months, a condition that perhaps may 
be due to unusually fine weather con- 
ditions that have prevailed up to the 
close of the year. 

The Rochester situation shows no 
sign of straightening out to the satis- 
faction of the companies. The “sole 
agency” situation there is bad 
ver, the specials say and, unless the 
| recently appointed committee is able to 
| work out a plan that will meet with 
| favor both with the agents and the com- 
| pany officials, there is no indication that 
will better during 


as as 





| conditions be an 
1924 
\t the present time, according to well 
informed men there is not an Eastern 
| ; 

pany that 


lal , pid less 


vine 


| Nw? co! 


j \ 





than 25 percent in the Rochester ter 
ritory and some are reported to be pay- 
ing as high as 35 and more. There ar 
42 or more sole agencies in the city. 
The result is that the companies that 
will not pay these higher rates are u- 
able to find satisfactory agency connect 
tions in Rochester and the town does 
not show up well on their books, 


BOSTON ADOPTS 60-DAY RULE 





Clearing House Plan for Premium Col 
lections Is Unanimously Approved 
by Boston Board 


BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8.—The 
movement started by the Boston Clea: 
ing House Association for an improve 
ment in the collection of fire insurant 
premiums had its culmination last wett 
when the Boston Board unanimously 
adopted recommendations of its brokers 
committee and amended its rules 
make all premiums payable in 60 days 
with the rule applicable to both brokes 
and agents, e 

The existing rule of the Board, whic 
has seldom, if ever, been enforctt 
called for th@turning over of premiums 
by brokers at the end of 30 days. 

The recommendations called for t 
insertion of the word “agents” aitt 
brokers and that the premiums be pai 
at the end of the “second month” wit 
other similar changes to make the rule 
consistent, 

While the former rule was not & 
forced, it is understood that the Bost 
Board will avail itself of the offer ® 
the Clearing House Association to co 
duct an investigation, along the line ® 
collecting reports monthly from 
agencies, with a view to using such 
formation as may be thus collected 
guide it in making an example of su 
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eee = 
persistent violators of the credit evil 
as may be disclosed. It is probable the 
Clearing House will secure reports from 
all the agencies in the metropolitan dis- 
trict and tabulate them during the next 
<x months period, at the end of which 
time the Boston Board will be given the 
ses of the persist ent violators of the 
rules. 


BALTIMORE AGENCIES MERGE 


Cunningham-Coale and Post-Creighton 
Offices in That City to Pool 
Their Interests 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 8.—An- 
nouncement has just been made that 
two of the oldest agencies in Baltimore 
have merged their interests. The com- 
panies involved are the Cunningham- 
Coale Company and the Post-Creighton 


Company. f ; 
The name of the new firm will be 
Post, Creighton, Cunningham, Coale, 


Inc. William Ellis Coale and William 
Cunningham have been connected with 
the insurance business for over three- 
quarters of a century and the name of 
Post has been identified with the busi- 
ness for 65 years. Miller R. Creighton, 
Jr., and Jacob Gross, Jr., have repre- 
sented the Home of New York for the 
past 18 years. 

The two firms also have taken in 
Theodore J. Scherer, who has been con- 
nected with J. Ramsay Barry & Co. for 
95 years, and A. L. Fankhanel, formerly 
connected with the Baltimore American 
for several years, 

The new organization will handle all 
kinds of insurance, and will be local 


representative of the Home of New 
York, Glens Falls and the Federal 
Marine. 


TAKE UP QUALIFICATION LAW 


Changes Are Being Discussed to Apply 
to the New York Statutes on 
Subject. 


M. W. Sutton of the Aetna Life will 
be the chief speaker at the meeting of 
the Brooklyn Insurance Brokers As- 
sociation Jan. 10, his subject being ac- 
cident and health insurance. 

Tickets have been issued for the an- 
nual banquet to be held at the Hotel 
Bossert Jan. 17, at which Superintend- 
ent Stoddard of New York will be a 
speaker. 

The executive 
sociation is 

es in 
qualification 
ence with 


committee of the 
working out plans 
the agents’ and 
laws, following a confer- 
the superintendent some 
weeks ago. At that time the New York 
Brokers’ Association and the New York 
State Association of Ins surance Agents 
were advised to bring in suggestions 
for changes in the law. 

There have been many licenses taken 
up of late by the insurance department 
for cause and it is believed that the su- 
perintendent is willing to recommend 
drastic changes. 


as- 
for 
brokers’ 


Garvie Is “Made President 
The Western New York Field Club 


held its annual meeting at Rochester, 
electing R. S. Garvie, of the Aetna, 
President; N. C. Rowland, Michigan F. 
& M., vice-president; R. Stewart, 
North’ British & Mercantile, secretary 
and treasurer; M. B. Seymour, Aetna, 
chairman executive committee. 


Allegheny Board Election 


The annual meeting of the Allegheny 
County Board will be held this week in 
Pittsburgh. The election of officers and 
three members of the governing com- 
mittee will take place. In accordance 
with the by-laws the nominating com- 
mittee has submitted the following for 
the vacancies on the governing com- 
mittee, one officer of a Pittsburgh com- 
Pany and two representatives other 
than Pitts} uurgh companies to be elected. 
Pittsburgh companies—\\ J. Patter- 


of 








son, United American Fire: T. Lee 
Trimble, Superior Fire. 

Outside companies—Chas. A. Not- 
tingham, manager, Liverpool & Lon- 
don & Globe; F. E. Burke, vice presi- 
dent, City of New York; Jos. S. Alex- 
ander, Granite State, and Charles W. 
Scheib, Royal. 


Maryland Farm Commissions 


Commissions on farm property in 
Maryland are still a much mooted ques- 
tion, with some companies for an in- 
crease and others against it. Notwith- 
standing the adoption of a_ resolution 
by the Eastern Union on Oct. 18, that 
20 percent commission be paid on farm 
property in the jurisdiction of the 
Southeastern Underwriters’ Association, 
when policies are written applica- 
tion signed by the assured, there is 
much opposition to any advance from 
15 percent to 20 percent in Maryland. 
and it is not thought the advance will 
be made. 


on 


Use Travelers’ Tower for Forest Fires 


HARTFORD, CONN., Jan. 8.—The 
Travelers Tower is to be used for an 
observatory of look-out station for the 
detecting of forest fires by the Talcott 
Mountain Protective Association. The 
tower will be used for this purpose dur- 


ing the months from March until 
Thanksgiving day when the watchman 
furnished by the insurance company will 
act as look-out man. From the tower 
it will be possible to scan 250,000 acres 
of woodland and the watchman on de- 


tecting smoke on any woodland will be 
able to find its location by a map which 
will be furnished by the state forestry 
department. 


Baltimore 1923 Losses 
BALTIMORE, MD., 
in Baltimore last year 
009, according to 


Jan. 8—Fire losses 
amounted to $905,- 
an estimate just made 
public. It is the first time since 1918 that 
the yearly figure has been under 
$1,750,000. Losses in 1922 totaled $4,211,- 


481. This was the heaviest loss in any 


year since 1912, and was due chiefly to 
the destruction of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad elevators at Locust Point In 
July. The elevator loss exceeded 
$3,000,000, 


There were 4,129 fires in Baltimore last 





year, 407 more than in 1922. August 
Emrich, chief engineer of the fire depart- 
ment, said the big drop in losses was due 
chiefly to the activities of the fire pre- 
vention bureau and the school of in- 
struction. The bureau made 18,622 in- 
spections during the year, eliminating 
fire hazards as soon as they were found. 
Jessup to Boston Office 

BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8—Manager FE. T 
Cairns of the Fireman’s Fund announces 
that E. C. Jessup. special agent in east- 
ern New York, is to be brought to the 
Boston headquarters of the eastern de- 


partment about Feb. 1 to join the execu- 
tive staff with the title of general agent. 
He will in the supervision the 
underwriting in the New York and mid- 
dle department field. 


assist of 


New Inspectors Named 


BOSTON, MASS., 
writers Bureau of 
creased its staff to 
the addition of three 
new men are Clyde 
Me.; Alfred B. White of Norton, Mass., 
and Everett S. Harlow of Boston, all 
college graduates. C. H. Tapley, recently 
appointed special agent for the London 
& Lancashire, and E. N. Harriman, now 
with the New York Underwriters, have 
resigned from the Bureau's engineering 
staff. 

The Bureau will hold a special 
ing, Feb. 2, to act upon the 
for membership of the Union of Canton 
and to consider a change in the consti- 
tution to include sprinkler leakage pre- 
miums in addition to fire premiums in 
figuring assessments, 





Jan. 8—The Under- 
New England has in- 
35 the past week by 

new inspectors. The 

Vining of Bangor, 


meet- 
application 


Confer on Hose Standardization 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 8—Walter R. 
Hough, president of the board of fire 
commissioners, will call a meeting of 
heads of fire departments of every Mary- 
land city this month to discuss the stand- 
ardization of fire hose couplings. The 
date has not yet been set. 

The movement, started during fire pre- 
vention week last fall, will be to make 











H. S.. BASSETT 
Secreta: 


Surplus to Policyholders - - 


CHARLES H. HARRADEN 
Managing Underwriter 


Buckeye National Fire 


Insurance Co. 
$149,508.34 





ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 








OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED 











The Best Field in the Insurance Business 
Today is Live Stock Insurance 
We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us 
Territory in Ohio, Indiana, IHinois, Missouri, lowa and Pennsylvania 
THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 


INCORPORATED 
Heme Office . - 


- Shelbyville, Illinois 
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GUSTAVUS REMAK, JR., President 
SAMUEL P. RODGERS, Secretary 


INSURANCE. 


Sass oF Rens ewan, 


308-310 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Vice President and Treasurer 
J. H. GIFFORD, Secretary 


.5,187,113.11 
2,068,338.42 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT, USE and OCCUPANCY 
AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 








F. R. Ormsby, Pres. 





Capital $300,000 


G. E. Hutchings, Secy. 


Joseph Winum, Treas. & Asst. Sec. 


Industrial Fire Insurance Co. 
AKRON, 


January 1, 1923 


Surplus to Policyholders $387,499 
Total Admitted Assets $1,159,061 


OHIO 











An Ohio Company writing business through Ohio Agents. 
Why not represent an Ohio Company? 


AGENTS WANTED 















HMANSFIELO, OHIO 


Ohio’s Largest and Strongest 
Automobile Insurance Company 


[iis Giroatt Aamactioasy etethael Far in the Lead 
Company The fact that approximately 
aa 
— 


“te 


one car out of every ten in 
Ohio is insured by The Great 
American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
fa- 


insurance 


stitution is ‘‘the people's 
vorite automobile 


company.” 

















Which Chart Do 
You Use 
*) 


Nearly every agent has a chart, 
perhaps several. But if he has 
an Argus Chart, that’s the one 
he USES. 

The Argus Chart gives all the 
companies, big and little. There 
more real use for a chart on 
the little companies than on the 
big ones. 

An agent “gets the habit.” He 
uses the chart that gives the in- 
formation he wants every time 
he looks into it. The Argus 
Chart does that. It gives the in- 
formation required in every-day 
work. 

The Argus Chart is a working 
tool. 


Ask for the Argus 


ARGUS ! CHARTS 


\“Twiceas. Many}Companies” 


Fire Casualty 


is 


Published by 
The National Underwriter 
1362 Insurance Exchange" 
Chicago 


THE UN: ATION: AL _UNDERW RITER 





Maryland fire hose interchangeable 
among the various departments, In the 
past great difficulty in one city aiding 
another in fighting fires has been ex- 
perienced, because one fire department 
could not use another’s hose couplings. 


Study Fire Prevention Ordinance 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 
tion of the framing of a 
ordinance by the fire 
mittee the saltimore 
members of that body an 1 nen 
are making a study of the ordinance in 
operation at Hoboken, N. J., which is 
described by experts the asure 
|} of its kind in any city in 
| The present ordinance in force 
; timore is described as entirely 
j}eral and wide in its provisions. The 
Hoboken ordinance is extremely detailed 
}and very specific. A Hoboken regulation 
|for handling gasoline on highw also 
| may be included in the Baltimore meas- 
| 
| 
| 
} 

} 








8—In anticipa- 
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country. 
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too 
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Philadelphia Advisory Boards Elect 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 
annual meeting and election of officers 
of Philadelphia county advisory board 
resulted as follows: William Embrey, 
manager of the North Americ city 
department, chairman fire section; How- 
ard Hager, of the Aetna companies, 
chairman fidelity and surety, and S. H. 
Poole, Fidelity & Casualty, chairman of 
the casualty section. 

In the year just closed the board ex- 
amined nearly 1,300 applicants for 
licenses. Refusal of license was advised 
in 271 cases, final action being in the 
hands of the state commissioner. 


8.—- The 


a’s 


Portland Agency Changes Hands 


The insurance business of Anderson, 
Adams & Co. of Portland, Me., which has 
been operated under that name since 
1895, has been purchased by Converse E. 
Leach, Joseph M. Roche and Leon W. 
Helson, who will continue to operate 
under the same name. Mr. Leach has 
been a partner in the firm since 1900 and 
is president of the Cumberland County 
Board. Joseph M. Roche is secretary and 
treasurer of the Cumberland County 











Board and chairman of the executive 











committee of the Maine Association of 
Insurance Agents. Mr. Helson was for 
five years in the state insurance depart- 
ment, during his latter term being acting 
commissioner. 


Cox on Massachusetts Losses 








BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8—Gover 
n his inaugural last week, told 
zens of ] tts nat é é 
fire loss state was i « ing 
nore 1 tl pulation or the 
xablk of the st and de- 
eclared tl eY of all the fire 
were preve I . He gay these figure 
Per- 
cent 
8 192 Inc. 
Number of fires 6,814 8,119 19 
Fire loss 188,685 14,745,779 23 
He recommended that the governor be 
given authority to appoint an 
commission to study the question of fire 
losses, and, if pe le to recommend 
measures which may reduce this annual 
waste, and which may as a consequence 
bring a reduction in fire insurance rates. 





Pennsylvania Notes 


Fire of undetermined origin 
loss of nearly $150,000 at 
Very strong wind fanned 
hardware warehouse 


caused a 
Danville, Pa. 

the flames. A 
and several smaller 


buildings were destroyed. 
Fire last week virtually destroyed the 
Catholic Church of the Immaculate Con- 


ception at Washington, Pa., with loss of 
about $150,000. The blaze started on the 
roof from undetermined cause, 
Fire, Jan, 6, at Bethlehem, Pa 
loss estimated at $140,000 in 
ness section. It started in a 
taurant and spread to a 


. caused 

the busi- 
Greek res- 
haberdashery 


and another restaurant. Extreme cold 
hampered firemen. Loss on Greek res- 
taurant approximates $80,000, partly cov- 
ered by insurance; other losses, $35,000. 


George W. 
adelphia for 


Elliott, fire marshal of Phil- 
12 years, Was sworn in this 


unpaid | sent 
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Eastern Notes 





The next meeting of the Examining 
Underwriters Association of New Yor, 
City will be held Jan. 15. The spe aker 
will be David Goliet, credit manager fo, 
BKinstein, Wolff Company, and lecturer 
on credits at the New York | niversity, 
His subject will be “Credit Ratings, 

New England Notes 

\rth ar W. Hollis, of Hollis, Perrin @ 
| ick of Boston, has beer ected 
chi Lirmat 1 of the board of alde en of 

ity of Newton, where he n s his 
-r of the field accounts de. 


\utomobil 


field, 





“inst ir: ince represen. 
He will repre. 
affiliated com. 
in Hartford 


Conn 


special 
Hi: artfo rd, Conn. 
Aetna Life and 
maintaining an office 
another in Middletown, 
Boston Board had the honor, Jan 
being the first tenant to move int, 
ten-story Boston Insurance Bx. 
building, Broad and Milk streets 
It occupies spacious quarters on the 
fifth floor. The Massachusetts Rating @ 
Inspection Bureau was the second to go 
in, occupying the sixth floor. 

Fred Hartog, a constable at Darien, 
Conn., two members of the Darien volun. 
teer fire department, Arthur Willmott ang 
Richard Abendroth, the latter chief en- 
gineer of the department, with two other 





1, of 
new 


cnange 


youths, Harry Pardee and George Nash, 
have been placed under arrest charged 
with arson. They are alleged to have 
been concerned in a number of fires in 
Darien during the past four’ months 
which have caused losses aggregating 


$75,000. 


Eastern Notes 


Massachusetts has been 
Hampton Roads Fire & 


to 
the 


Admission 
secured by 
Marine. 

The F. H. Ross agency of New York 
has been appointed general agents for 
the Pittsburgh Fire for the metropolitan 
district. 

Edward H. Seamon has been elected 
vice-president of the New York broker- 
age house of Lethbridge & Co. He was 
formerly with A. M. Best & Co. 





week as assistant director of public 
safety, which embraces the police and 
fire departments of the city. His salary 
was raised from $3,000 to $4,200. High 
tribute has been paid to Mr. Elliott by 
the three mayors under whom he served 
as fire marshal. 

me 

ss 
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5) We make a particular specialty of dealing in the stocks of the 
EY Banks, Insurance and Trust Companies and point out for your 
Ff consideration the following as suggestions for January investments : 
~ 
EY 
°| Par Div Bid Asked Yield at asked 
=, ; , prices 
2, Dat Of Ramerleteescccccecess cone 12 213 218 6.1 
FY Chase National Bank............- - 100 20 344 347 5.2 
= CRRA & PMGie ssc tecsccceces 100 16 254 258 6.2 
e) National Bank of Commerce....... 100 16 298 300 5.8 
Si Bank of Manhattan Co............ 50 16 156 158 5.0 
| Mechanics & Metals............0. 100 24 385 389 6.1 
S| 
- Leary 
i! Realty Associates Ist Pfd.......... 100 6 8&5 88 6.7 
= Realty Associates 2nd Pfd......... 100 5 74 78 a Kg 
Dy Farmers’ Loan & Trust Co........ 100 24 560 570 42 S 
zi ae i eee 100 12 193 195 6.1 
py is 
Xi Fares KG 
| . , 
=, American Alliance Ins, Co......... 100 20 360 380 5.2 R 
2 Continental Ins, Ce...ccsccesecccs 25 24 2 96 6.25 
BY Fidelity-Phenix Ins. Co....-....... 25 24 116 124 4.75 | 
= PIE SUR GBisccccccéccscesce ° 25 24 127 135 4.5 4 
ie Cems Falls Ens. .cccccccccss eocese 10 24 54 60 4.0 
i! Great American Ins. Co..........-. 100 16 252 257 6.2 | 
EB meanower. Fire Ins. Ceé...ccsccccccce 50 10 83 90 5.6 
ey Home a ae 100 18 352 357 5.0 
= eS Oe ere 20 10 66 72 2.7 || 
A Westchester Fire Ins. Co........... 10.25 87 40 6.3 | § 
>| I: 
FG | *First Dividend payable April, 1924. 4 
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ANOTHER BIG WINNIPEG LOSS | vanced is that it crept up through the 


Firemen Are Handicapped by 20 Below 
Zero Weather—Total Damage Is 
Close to $700,000. 


MAN., Jan. 8.—Win- 
nipeg signalled the advent of 1924 with 
one of the most disastrous losses that 
has occurred here the past two years. 
The Tees & Persee building, one of the 





WINNIPEG, 


largest wholesale warehouses, was 
swept by a fire which raged for two 
days. The fire, as far as can be ascer- 
tained, started in the basement, and the 
firemen soon subdued this, as was 
thought at the time. About two hours 
later a dense volume of smoke and 


flame burst through the roof from the 
sixth floor, on which a large consign- 
ment of matches was stored, and there- 
after a hopeless fight was waged by the 
firemen for a whole day, and the fire 
was not even put out by the next morn- 
ing. 

The thermometer was registering 20 
below zero, and soon everything was 
a mass of ice. There was a ridge of 
ice about four feet high running across 
Adelaide street, completely blocking 
the roadway and impeding all traffic, 
and a passageway had to be cut through 





j}and contents, 


| valued 


| 


his. The whole building as it stands 
ai present is a mass of ice from head | 
to foot. One of the aerial ladders of 
the department was buried in the ice, 
and finally the mass of ice by sheer 
weight broke the ladder at the bottom. | 
he truck itself was completely lost to | 
view by a mass of ice. No one who is 
rot familiar with winter conditions 
here can possibly imagine the way the 
water quickly turns to solid ice when 
such a low temperature is registered. 
The cause of the fire has not yet been 
determined. As previously mentioned, 
believed to have started in the 
basement, but how it burst out after- | 
wards from the sixth floor remains a 
mystery. The only possible theory ad- 


double thickness of the wooden beams, 
and of course when reaching the con- 
signment of matches on the top floor 
worked havoc. Tees & Persee had va- 
rious consignments of dried fruits, 
groceries, etc., and occupied the base 
ment, ground and fifth and sixth floors, 


while the Martin Paper Company oc- 
| cupied the second, third and fourth 
floors. The total loss is estimated at 


about $75,000 for the building and about 
$600,000 for the contents. The whole is 
well covered by insurance. 





Western Canada Losses 


At Calgary, Alta., Dec. 31, fire destroyed 
an auction mart and a_ photographic 
establishment in the business section 
causing damage estimated at over $50,000 
The firemen had a very difficult task, 


owing to the fact that it' was 20 below 
zero weather, and a very strong west 


wind blowing at the time. 

A $200,000 loss at Vancouver, B. C., is 
reported with the destruction of the Goss 
Millard Packing Company cannery on 
Denny Island. 

The Imperial Oil Company’s warehouse 
at MacGregor, Man., was totally de- 
stroyed by fire, due, apparently, to an 
overheated stove, Jan. 3. The building 
as well as two autos and 
drays, were a total loss, The 
loss was covered by insurance. 

Fire from an overheated furnace pipe 
destroyed the Union church and manse 
at Colgate, Sask., Jan. 3, causing 1o0ss 
estimated at $15,000. 

At Tregarva, Sask., an elevator, 
taining 5,700 bushels of wheat, and 
bushels of oats, was destroyed by fire 
Dec, 30. The building and contents were 

at’ $11,000, while the grain will 
the to about $17,000. 


two auto 


con- 
9 TH 


‘ 
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swell loss 


Report on Winnipeg Loss 
WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. —The report 
the fire commissioner on the recent 
of the Mason & Risch building 
which caused a total loss of $185,000, has 
just been issued. The cause of the fire 
is said to have 


of 


loss 


been caused by some rub- 
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the 


the basement by 
United Cigar Stores, which occupied part 
of the premises—most likely a cigarette 
stub embodied in the rubbish which may 


pish earried to 


pave been smouldering. The fire found 
its way “rom the basement to the re- 
mainder of the building, which was prac- 
tically destroyed, only a small part of 
the north end of the building escaping 
unscathed. 


Fireman’s Fund Montreal Appointment 


Robert Hampson & Son of Montreal 


nave been appointed general agents for | 


the Fireman’s Fund for the Province of 
Quebec. The company has been operat- 


ing in Canada since 1907 on a direct' | 
i - 





reporting basis but has concluded that 
a general agency for the province will 
be more satisfactory. The 
the province of Ontario will continue 
to be directly supervised by the Boston 
ofice of the eastern department. 





Saskatchewan Mutuals Hard Hit 


REGINA, SASK., Jan. 8—The superin- 
tendent of insurance for the province of 
Saskatchewan has just expressed the 
opinion that much money would be saved 
to the province by a New Year’s resolu- 
tion taken by every insured to effect 
every means of prevention and _ safe- 
guard the home against loss by fire on 
the part of each. He goes on to say that 
the losses sustained for 1923 by the mu- 
tual fire insurance companies in the pro- 
yince have been exceptionally heavy. As 


the mutuals have for their chief object | 


the giving of fire protection at cost, it 
is very essential that losses should be 
reduced as much as possible by using 
every care and precaution to prevent 
fires. A very large sum of money could 
be saved in the aggregate for the farm- 
ers, Who insure in mutuals, with a little 
more care. 


Lawrie to Montreal 

WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 8—William 
Lawrie, branch manager for the Acadia 
Fire, Columbia of New Jersey and Phoe- 
nix Assurance, who has been in Winni- 
peg for the past nine years, has been 
appointed treasurer of the Phoenix As- 
surance at' the Canadian head office at 
Montreal and will be transferred to that 
point. Black & Armstrong, the well 
known insurance agency in this city, will 


take over the management of this com- 
pany for the three prairie provinces. 
E. M. Whitley, branch manager of the 
Norwich Union Fire and allied group 


here, will assume managership of the 
Acadia Fire and the Columbia for the 
western provinces. 





December Loss Decreased 








business of | 


According to the “Monetary Times,” 
| fire losses in Canada for the week n 
|} ing Dec. 26, 1923, are estimated at $397,- 
| 250, as against $1,966,900. This means 
that for this month over $4,000,000 less 
| than the corresponding month for last 
| year in fire losses has been saved. 
Two Fires in Alberta Town 
} Two fires, one after the other, hap- 
|; pened in Crossfield, Alta., Jan. 4. The 
| first one destroyed the Alberta hotel, 
hardware and groceries, saddlery, the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, a cafe, a 
restaurant, a grocery and the Imperial 
Bank of Canada. The fire broke out in 


a dance hall. This caused damage esti- 
mated in the neighborhood of $125,000. 

Shortly after, another fire broke out 
in another part of the town, which it is 
thought was of an incendiary nature, and 
destroyed a livery barn, a warehouse and 
a blacksmith shop, the damage being put 
at another $75,000. The total loss from 
the two fires is set at $200,000. 





Canadian Notes 


| The Prudential Assurance of London 
| has been licensed to transact fire insur- 
ows in Manitoba. 

A $100,000 loss occurred at Chicoutimi, 
Que., when the Good Shepherd Convent 
was completely destroyed by fire, Jan. 1. 
The loss is only partly covered by in- 
surance, 

Thomas F. Dobbin, Canadian manager 
of the British & European, British Gen- 
eral of Paris and Phenix of Paris, at 
Montreal, has been a vistor to Winnipeg 
during the past week. 

A letter from W. T. Cox, state forester 
of Minnesota, has been forwarded to the 
Canadian National Railway, tendering 
thanks to the officials for their careful 
protection of forests from fire. 


At Quebec, one fireman was killed and 
seven others injured when a wall col- 
lapsed while they were fighting a fire 
which gutted the building occupied by 
the English & Scottish Woollen Company. 
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GIVE FIGURES ON AUTO TRADE 


Tremendous Field of This Class of 
Business Shown in Preliminary 
Report on 1923. 


NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—Preliminary 
figures submitted by the Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce for last year 
show that 1923 passed all previous rec- 
ords on automobile production, show- 
ing the production and registration fig- 
ures on all classes of motor vehicles. 
Some of the figures given are as fol- 
lows: 


Production 
Cars and trucks............ 4,014,000 
ris oa wendire- ees 3,644,000 
|r 370,000 
Previous record motor ve- 
hicle production, 1922.... 2,659,064 
Percentage increase over 
OS eee 0% 
Production of closed cars... 1,235,000 
Per cent closed cars........ 35% 
Total wholesale value of 
errs $2,243,385,000 
Total wholesale value of 
ree $ 267,500,000 
Tire production ............ 45,000,000 
Wholesale value of motor s 
Vehicle tire business..... $ 760,000,000 
Total wholesale value of 
parts and accessories, ex- 
Cmsive of tires.......020. $1,310,000,000 
Registration 
Motor vehicles registered in 
Se ee 14,500,000 
0 OO eee 12,880,000 
MP SPUOKE 2... cccccacss« 1,620,000 
World registration of motor 
ares 17,000,000 
Percent of world registra- 
tion owned by U.S.A..... 85% 
Motor vehicle registration 
saad, ices meee ei 4,250,000 
Renee are 3,890,000 
Motor trucks ............ 360,000 
Miles of improved highway. 430,000 
Total miles of highways in 
EE ad, nee br enela: <> ie & 2,941,294 


Automobile’s Relation to Other Business 
Number carloads of automo- 


biles, parts, and tires 
shipped over railroads.... 750,000 
Percent of rubber supply 
used by automobile indus- 
OT ccoscswssces abaech ee oes 70% 
Percent of plate glass sup- 
ply used by automobile in- - 
CE ihe cenbvessanneeds 36% 
Percent of copper supply 
used by automobile indus- 
| ESOT EE Pr eer 14% 
Percent of aluminum supply 
used by automobile indus- 
WT 000-50<ds0 ese csebnwners 25% 
Percent of iron and steel 
supply used by automobile 
MUDGEE ccnwecnsecestcaves 4% 
Percent of upholstery leather 
supply used by automobile 
NE wc wr dne ne 45.0004 54% 
Gasoline consumed by motor 
vehicles, 1923 (gals.)..... 5,404,184,000 
Motor Bus and Motor Truck 
Number of moter buses in 
MY ince neds se alae eine agit in eh ca 51,000 
Number of consolidated 
schools using motor trans- 
RPE stcucscdacdecasc 12,500 
Number of street railways 
using motor buses....... 107 
Number of railroads using 
motor vehicles on short 
DE. vscchdhnenewesswkhae 157 
Total cars and truck dealers 43,607 
P'GMeIe MRCS. 2 ccs ccccscsc 50,911 
Service stations and repair 
SD chit se ved ech owe. eweee 67,802 
erry er 65,988 


Philadelphia Theft Figures 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 8. — In 
1923 3,201 motor vehicles valued at 
$4,794,516 were reported stolen, as com- 
pared with 3,505 and $5,303,791 in 1922. 

“This decrease,” said Police Superin- 
tendent Mills, “no matter how slight, 
points to the turning of the tide regard- 
ing auto thefts in this city. Strict en- 
forcement by the police of traffic regu- 
lations, plus additional legislation which 
has given the police power to control the 








sale and transfer of motor vehicles, has 














Address all inquiries, stating quantity, to 


Sales Division, 427 W. 42nd St., New York 


Compiled and Published by the 


Automotive Service Bureau 


Towson Station 


COMBINATION 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 
MANUAL 


Loose-Leaf 
Complete 


All Necessary Underwriting Information 


Always Up-to-Date 
Convenient 


Thus satisfying an insistent demand of agents 
and brokers for a joint manual in the inter- 
ests of efficiency, expediency, simplicity, uni- 
formity and convenience. 


The Only Comprehensive Manual Available, Compris- 
ing All Standard Rules and Rates 

For All Classes of Coverage 

Full Official Serial Number Data 


Revised pages issued promptly as 
changes become effective; not period- 
ically; and forwarded immediately 
through central distribution service 
direct to agents. 


Baltimore, Maryland 








Can You Talk About Rates 
In An Understandable Way? 


The agent is the man who has the direct influence 
on the public. If he talks fire prevention, makes the 
feel his responsibility, and is able to tell the 
story of insurance rates in an understandable way, 
there will be less hostility to the insurance busi- 
ness, and the whole atmosphere surrounding the 
operation of the fire insurance companies will be 


assur 


considerably cleared. 


O. B. Ryon, G 


al C 


1 of the 





National Board, before Indiana In- 


surance Agents. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 
420 E. Fourth St. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Gentlemen: 
any obligations on my part, send me your 


I want to know more about your 


Dean Schedule Course, as I am interested 
in giving real fire prevention service and rating 


information to my clients. Without 
booklet. 








The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 
L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 
Pp g on Plate Glass Insurance. 
SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 


HENRY WENTZ, President 
The Only Ohio Cc pany S taTiad, 





Not an Experiment 




















INCORPORATED 1858 


MILWAUKEE MECHANICS’ 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


FIRE 


TORNADO 


AUTOMOBILE 


TIM&-TEMPERED STRENGTH, SECURITY AND SERVICE 
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resulted in the cutting down of auto 
thefts. It is expected that the coming 
year will see a further decrease in this 
form of crime.” 

While 3,201 cars were stolen in the 
year in Philadelphia, the police are 
proud of having recovered 3,758 valued 
at $5,108,219 during the same period 
This includes 2,602 stolen cars reported 
by Philadelphians, 155 reported missing 
in the year 1922 and 1,056 cars stolen 
in other cities and brought here for dis- 
postal. In the last-named case, more 
than 500 persons have been arrested, of 
whom more than 75 percent were con- 
victed or are awaiting trial. 


Good Recoveries at St. Paul 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 8—The St. 
Paul police department made a good 
record last year in recovering stolen 
cars. A total of 629 autos were found 
while a total of 665 were reported stolen. 
Some of those recovered were stolen in 
other cities, many at Minneapolis. 


74 arrests were made in connection with 
stolen cars and 49 convictions obtained. 


St. Louis Theft Report 
LOUIS, MO., Jan. —There 
automobiles stolen on the streets 
of St. Louis during 1923 according to 
the annual report of the police depart- 
ment’s automobile theft squad. The re- 
port shows that during the year the 
police recovered 86 percent of the cars 
stolen in 1923 and in addition recovered 
194 machines stolen elsewhere, and 61 
taken prior to 1923, making the total re- 
coveries for 1923 of 2420 cars. Of the 
stolen cars, approximately 75 percent 
were Fords. 


ST, 


2530 


were 


Rates Filed in Kansas 
TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 8—A complete 
new schedule of fire and theft rates for 
automobile insurance in Kansas has just 


been filed with the state insurance de- 
partment by the Kansas Inspection Bu- 
reau. The schedule may be said to make 
a material decrease in the fire rates in 
most sections of the state, but the theft 
rates are increased materially, in some 
instances more than 400 percent. Accord- 
ing to the statement of the companies, 
filed with the schedule, the companies 
have had a very bad experience with the 
automobile lines in the state in the last 
two years, 
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(CONTINUED ON PAGE 24) 
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famous baseball 
Side of La 


The the 
team representing the East 
Salle a ny in Chicago in 1899, which 
appe in THe NATIONAL UNI TER 
last week, has brought forth a good deal 
of comment from Jamgs I. Naghten. 
Although the records of the game w 
lost, Mr. Naghten has establi ] 
nite proof that the East Side 
game, Mr. Naghten 

[ast Side and he says: 
tar out the West 


eating out of my 


Frank M. Drake, { formerly Kentucky 
state agent for the North America, and 
until recently commonwealth’s attorney, 
at Louisville, who resigned rather than 
handle a muck raking political investi- 


picture of 


ared JERWRI 


ere 
shed de 
won the 
pitched for tl 
“W e beat the 
Side. I had them 
hand the whole game.” 


1e¢ 


gation, is being tipped for the board of 
public safety, to fill a vacancy caused 
by a reecnt resignation. 

_P. J. V. McKian, who has been asso- 

iate editor of the “Insurance Post” at 
( hicago, has resigned as of Jan. 21, and 
will on that date become editor of the 
insurance department of the Chicago 
“Journal of Commerce.” Mr. McKian 
is the veteran insurance journalist of 
Chicago. He was for many years with 
the old: ‘Argus” of Chicago, While the 
Chicago “Herald and Examiner” con- 
ducted a daily insurance, Mr. McKian 
was its editor. He has a wide ac- 


quaintance among the insurance men of 
Chicago, has a decided “nose for news,” 
and his connection with the Chicago 
‘Tournal of Commerce” will undoubt- 
edly do much to benefit that paper’s 


insurance circulation. 
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SITUATION UNCHANGED 


NO RESULTS AT LOUISVILLE 


Conference Over Bank Agency Situa- 
tion in That City Fails to Reach 
Agreement 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 
ing was accomplished at a 
at the Pendennis Club last 
which Booker & Kinnaird, 
& Columbia Insurance Agency, the 
aiaeens of Newark and the Louis- 
ville Board were represented, in carry- 
ing out the suggestion made by the 
laws committee of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents at New 
York Dec. following a conference at 
that point on the banking agency ques- 


9.—Noth- 
conference 
night, at 
the Fidelity 


tion in Louisville, and the non-board 
status of Booker. Edward J. Miller 
and R. R, Williams represented the 
Louisville Board. Mr. Miller stated 


that nothing was accomplished. L. W. 
Botts of the Fidelity stated that no fu- 
ture conference had been arranged and 
that the situation was unchanged. Neal 
Bassett and Waite Bliven of the Fire- 
mens left Louisville last night. Austin 
Kinnaird of Booker & Kinnaird and 
Menefee Wirgman of the Fidelity were 
the others attending the conference. 


Wells Succeeds Wash 


George W. Wells, Jr., insurance com- 
missioner of Minnesota, has been ap- 
pointed a member of the fire committee 


of the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners, succeeding A, M. Wasl 
of Kentucky, who has just retired from 
office. H. C. Dunham of Connecticut 
chairman of this committee. It was 
Commissioner Wells who, at the recent 
commissioners’ convention in New York, 


is 


introduced a resolution re gardin excess 
commissions in the large cities, varyine 
scales of commissions, and agency sep 
aration. Mr. Wells has just issued a de- 
tailed memorandum setting forth at 
length his views on these questions. 
Commissioner Fishback of Was shington, 


who is president of the commissioners’ 
convention, regards Mr. Wells as the 
logical successor to Mr. Was! 
Illinois State Board Meets 
The semi-annual meeting of the IIli 
noais state Board was held In Chicas 
on Tuesday, with President Daniel J. 
Harrigan of the St. Paul F. & M., presid 
ing. There was onl a fair attendance. 
Routine business was transacted prin- 
cipally There was some discussion oi 
the time and place for the annual meet- 
ing, which has usually been held at 
Delavan Lake, Wis., about the third 
week in June Some are in tavor of 
holding this vear’s gathering at some 
other point Che automobile situation 
at Peoria was also ag eg For some 
conditions there from an automo- 


time 
bile standpoint ‘have been seaasietaamete: 
and there were complaints that the sit- 
uation could be improved. 


President Street in Chicago 


President C. R. Street of the Fidelity- 
Phenix has been visiting the western 
department in Chicago. On Tuesday 
night he gave a dinner to the office 
heads. 


W. M. Lawson Resigns 


W. M. Lawson of the Smith-Lawson- 
Coambs Company of Chicago has re- 
signed as vice-president of the National 
Association of Automobile Inter-insur- 
ers. Mr. Lawson has withdrawn from 
the organization for the reason that the 
company which he represents has been 
reorganized as a Lloyds. Frank M. Rice 
of the Motor Car United Underwriters 
of Chicago succeeds him as vice-presi- 
dent. 








| SOME ATTRIBUTES MEN SHOULD HAVE 
TO REACH THE TOP OF THE LADDER 








OHN FF. 

western 

before 
business 


STAFFORD of Chicago 
manager of the Sun, spoke 
the annual conference of the 
and editorial staff of THE Na- 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER and “Rough Notes” 
in Chicago last week. Mr. Stafford 
dealt with some of the fundamental at- 
tributes that are necessary nat cultivate 
in order to achieve the greatest success. 
He referred to his saan in the 
field. He traveled in the northwest, where 
he came in contact with Swedish agents. 
Many of them were ignorant and opin- 
ionated. Many were very suspicious. 
They had no reason to favor him. Mr. 
Stafford. said that he endeavored to 
study human nature from every possible 
viewpoint in order to cultivate these 
agents. He found it highly desirable 
to make friends with them. 

Very frequently he said that he was 
exasperated to the limit. His patience 
was outworn. Nevertheless he _ bore 
with them, made friends with them and 
as a result was able to secure a desir- 
able lot of business. He used it to show 
the necessity of men in any line of 
endeavor in making friends, in getting 
boosters for themselves and their or- 
ganization, and forming close relation- 
ships with men with whom they do 
business. He said that very frequently 
the advertising solicitor, for example, 
or an insurance man will run across a 
customer who seems to be a deep 
seated grouch. The man who is seek- 


ing business should not take offense at | 


gruff and even unkind remarks. He 
should not in any way be ruffled or get 
into bitter argument because of some 
unfortunate remark that has been made. 
Mr. Stafford advised people to be toler- 
ant and to try to the viewpoint of 
the other man. 
Declares the United States 

Is Land of Opportunity 

Mr. Stafford declared that the United 
States the land of opportunity and 
that there is plenty of room for ad- 
vancement for the keen, intelligent, ear- 


see 


is 


nest student of the insurance business. 
Mr. Stafford said that it doesn’t make 
any difference whether a man is solicit- 


ing fire insurance 


or soliciting advertise- 
ments. There 


is a field 


free and no 
favors are asked and none granted. 
He said that pull cuts but little figure 
either in fire insurance or insurance 
journalism. It is an open race, he 
declared. While sometimes it is neces- 
sary to carry weight for age, the 
youngster, if he is in a good stable and 
under the eve of a good trainer, has 
always the opportunity to pull ahead of 
the laggard, especially if he pays heed 
to the jockey who is coaching him for 
the race for first position. Speaking 
further, Mr. Stafford said: 


‘This business of yours is well worth 
while. It is an old established business. 


Meet to Discuss Tax Case 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL. Jan. 8.—A meet- 
ing of the Illinois Municipal League was 
held at Springfield last week, called by 
E, E. Crabtree, president of the organi- 
zation and mayor of Jacksonville, IIl., 
for the purpose of discussing methods of 
collecting taxes which the municipalities 
in the state claim are due from fire com- 
panies operating in Illinois. The local 
officials throughout the state are tak- 
ing an active interest in the collection of 
these back taxes, and it is expected that 
when the litigation on this important 
case is renewed the proceedings will be 
generally entered into throughout the 
state. The attorneys in the case are 
temporarily marking time, though it is 
expected that upon the issue of war- 
rants for this year’s taxes an attempt 
will be made to collect back taxes as 
well, and thus offer an opportunity to 
a head and once more bring into court 
the case involving over $6,000,000 in 
back taxes. 

Admission to Massachusetts has been 
secured by the Glen-Cove Mutual of New 


York. 
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JOHN F. 
Western 


STAFFORD 
Manager Sun 


Its working 
and its hours 
Talent is speedily 
every opportunity js 

with an idea. Busi 
divisions, subdivisions 
and classifications. There are man 
departments. Each department re. 
quires a head. From the office boy all 


It is a respectable one. 
conditions are healthy 
are not overly long. 
recognized and 
given to the man 
ness has many 


the way up through to the manager's 
desk there are opportunities for the 
student. In any office that is a civil 
service office every boy knows that the 


position ahead of him is open and that 
the manager not going outside ii 
that boy is capable of being moved w 

“The trained man and the man wh 
is always studying the man ahead oj 
him is in demand. I believe that every 


is 


manager who began his life at the bot- 
tom of the ladder will attest to this 
There is no royal road to learning in this 


business of insurance. 


Ideas Are Always in 
Demand by Managers 


“In my own investigation, 
learned that ideas are constantly 
mand. Company managers 
every intelligent idea, everything t 
is constructive, no matter how foolis! 
it may seem. Often these ideas se 
forth by a very humble alg work 
well for the betterment of the business 
If you see where something can be 
improved, where more efficiency wil 
result from a different plan, don’t be 
afraid to carry your suggestions to you 
superior. I never knew anyone who 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 52) 





Western Millers Figures 
Western Millers Mutual of Kansas 
City is of the first companies t 
its annual statement. Its premiums 

$119,186, total income $135.92 

$84,050, total disbusements $13- 
assets $373,500, liabilities 
arries no reserve. 


The 
one 
issue 
were 
— s 


cash 





Ludlum Will Not Reply 

NEW YORK, Jan. 7.—Vice-Pres- 
dent C. A. Ludlum of the Home has» 
thought of replying to the criticism rt 
cently made by President C. H. Yunket 
of the Western Insurance Bureau 
the circular letter previously address¢ 
by Mr. Ludlum to the agents of his com 
panv, defining its attitude with respec 
to separation in the central west—a ma 
ter of great concern to the local me 
and one upon which Mr. Ludlum desire 
them to be clearly posted as to the pos 
tion of the Home. He has no contfe 
versy, he said, with Mr. Yunker a 


| does not propose engaging in one. 
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NEW AUTOMOBILE RATE 
MANUAL IS NOW ISSUED 


National Bureau of Casualty and 
Surety Underwriters Pro- 
mulgates New Schedule 


LIABILITY RATES REDUCED 


Property Damage Rates Slightly In- 
creased, Due to Unsatisfactory Ex- 
perience of Past Year. 





NEW YORK, Jan. 8.—The National 
Bureau of Casualty & Surety Under- 
writers has published its new public 
liability, property damage and collision 
rate manual for automobile business, 
which will be distributed shortly. The 
Bureau has announced that the rates 
will be issued, effective as of Jan. 
The new manual shows a decrease of 
about 8 percent in the liability rate, 
though property damage rates are 
slightly increased. It is said that this 
is due to the tendency to shift claims to 
the property damage coverage as many 
car owners discontinued collision in- 
surance upon the sharp advance in 


rates. 
Liability Rates Reduced 


The new automobile public liability 
and property damage rates by sy mbols 
are as follows in Territory 1, the high- 
est rated territory: 


Ww x Y Z 
Public liability... $92 $109 $132 $161 
Property damage. 24 27 31 36 
The old rates for the same cover 


were as follows: 


w x + Z 
Public liability. .$100 “Se os “ 
Property damage 22.50 3.50 
There are many ri por 
rearrangements in the manual, particu- 
larly in the listing of cars. The symbol 
system has been simplified for many 
names of cars and wherever possible 
the cars of one make have been 
grouped under one symbol, instead of 
two or more, as has been the case in 
the past. The new manual will give 
28 territories and there will be 16 ter- 
ritorial rates, compared with seven ter- 
titorial rates in the old manual. 
New collision rates have also been 
promulgated, with nine grades, the col- 


lision rates in Territory 1 being as 
follows on the three clauses: 

OEE err $158 to $316 
$50 deductible ............ 33 to 160 
$100 deductible ........... 17 to 110 


New Branch at Oakland 
The Travelers has opened an all-de- 
partment branch at Oakland, Cal. As- 
sistant Manager Frederick H. Damke is 
i charge of the life, accident, and group 


departments and Assistant Manager 
Dwight B. Libby is in charge of the 
liability, compensation, and indemnity 
lines, ° ‘ 

Harlan M. Walker, formerly assis- 


tant manager of the St. 
the Travelers has been 


Paul office of 
promoted to 


Manager, life, accident and group de- 
Partments, St. Paul, succeeding T. 
VanOsdell. 





NO CHICAGO MONOPOLY 


—_—- 


SURETY SITUATION IS GOOD 


Complaint Made by Better Government 
Association Not Considered 
Well Founded. 





Dr. Elmer L. Williams, director of 
law enforcement of the Better Govern- 
ment Association of Chicago, has filed 
a complaint with the authorities, claim- 
ing that certain surety companies have 
a virtual monopoly of the city, county, 
sanitary district and federal bond busi- 
ness through the political personnel of 
the companies. He claims that favor- 
itism has been shown. He declares, for 
instance, that the Hartford Accident has 
a monopoly of the billiard license bond. 
He claims that the United States Fidel- 
ity & Guaranty has a big drag on the 
contract business and other bonds of 
the city through the influence of its 
manager, George E. Brennan, in poli- 
tics. Sheriff Peter N. Hoffman is a 
member of the firm of Cannon, Carolan, 
Ringer, Graham, Hoffman. Therefore, 
it is declared that this firm has a 
monopoly of the sheriff’s office and 
other business through the members of 
the firm, most of whom are prominent 
in political circles. 


Situation Very Satisfactory 


As a matter of fact the surety bond 
situation in Chicago from a_ political 
standpoint is much cleaner now than 
ever before. There is very little if any 
graft found. During the Thompson 
regime much complaint was made that 
the city business was thrown toward 
one company and one office and that the 
politicians or city administration profited 
from it. 

The managers of surety companies in 
a all say that Manager George 

Brennan of the United States Fidel- 
- & Guaranty plays a very fair part 
and does not monopolize the contract 


business. Naturally he is a power in 
politics. He is national Democratic 


committeeman from Illinois, and is re- 
garded as a most important factor in 
Chicago and Illinois politics. Much 
business naturally goes his way. Mr. 
Brennan’s office saw that the depository 
business in Chicago was equitably dis- 
tributed when it came up early in De- 
cember. Time after time his office has 
favored other offices through reinsur- 
ance or through direct business. 


Tribute Paid to Brennan 


At the recent luncheon of the Surety 
Underwriters Association given in 
honor of Henry M. Marshall, then as- 
sociate manager of the United States 


Fidelity & Guaranty, who was taking 
the vice-presidency of the Union In- 
demnity, Charles H. Burras, manager 


of the ‘N: ational Surety, 
master, 
Brennan, 


acting as toast- 
paid a notable tribute to Mr. 
Stating that he had been emi- 
nently fair in his relationship to the 
bonding business in the city. Mr. 
Brennan by the slightest pressure could 
direct practically all the business to his 
office. He does not do this. Further- 
more there is no one in the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty office con- 
nected with the city administration or 
any other who is profiting by the com- 
mission. The business that goes to that 





LIBERTY DIVIDEND CUT 
WAS 30, NOW BUT 20 PERCENT 


Action of Boston Mutual Follows That 
Taken Earlier by American’ 
Mutual Liability 


BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8.—Follow- 
ing closely upon action of the American 
Mutual Liability earlier in the week, the 
Liberty Mutual of Boston issued an an- 
nouncement to the effect that it would 
discontinue the surcharge of 10 percent 
above stock company rates on work- 
men’s compensation policies and at the 
same time reduce its dividends from 30 
to 20 percent. 

The action of the American Mutual 
Liability affected not only workmen’s 
compensation rates but also automobile 
liability policies. The Liberty Mutual 
makes mention of only workmen’s com- 
pensation, 

The surcharge has been made in some 
four states where the companies were 
entered and is taken off in accordance 
with advice from the National Conven- 
tion of Insurance Commissioners. 








office goes there clean and there is no 
graft to it. 


Billiard Hall Business 


So far as the Hartford Accident is 
concerned, many companies will not 
take license bonds on billiard halls. 
The Hartford felt that it might come 
out with some profit if it could secure 
a large enough volume. Therefore the 
employes in the city clerk’s office, 
knowing that the Hartford was the 
most liberal company in issuing licenses, 
would direct applicants to the Hart- 
ford office. In some instances they had 
rubber stamps made and the Hartford 
Accident’s name was stamped on top 
of the bond form. There has been no 
complaint, however, that the Hartford 
has tried to monopolize the business 
because other surety companies have 
had their bonds approved. 

Until a few years ago the American 
Surety had practically a monopoly on 
this business. The sheriff of Cook 
county invariably has directed to what 
office the surety bond of his office 


shall go. 
Sheriff Hoffman is a member of an 
insurance firm. Naturally the bonds 


required from the sheriff’s office go to 
that firm. 


Little Complaint Found 


In interviewing the various surety 
managers little complaint was found 
as to the political situation at this time. 
Almost every surety office aims to use 
a political pull where it can. This is 
regarded as legitimate. Some surety 
offices have as a member of the firm or 
someone high in the management a man 
prominent in politics. While he is in 
power and has influence he can swing 
business his way. What the surety 
people have objected to is a monopoly 
of the business by one office where part 
of the proceeds went back to the ad- 
ministration or the politicians. The 
surety men are very well satisfied with 
the situation as it exists today in Chi- 
cago in the various branches of the 
several governments centered there. 





COMPENSATION RATES 
ARE BEING SENT OUT 


Will Help Companies to Get This 
Class Out of the 
Dumps 


MORE EXPENSE LOADING 


Underwriters Hope to See The Solici- 
tude Largely Eliminated Because 
of the New Action 


NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Officials of 
companies writing compensation insur- 
ance are far more hopeful over the situ- 
ation now that the National Council on 
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance 
has started to send out new rates. Rates 
are being adjusted in all the states and 
will be promulgated from time to time. 
Already rates have been sent out to 
three or four states. They are higher 
than those of the past. 

It has been known for the last two 
years that the loss ratio in 1922 ran 
from 70 percent up. The companies lost 
heavily on their compensation writings. 
The National Council on Workmen’s 
Compensation Insurance has made a 
thorough study of the statistics and 
last year busied itself in assembling the 
data and recasting the rates. In all 
states the rates will be adjusted to any 
liberalization of the compensation laws. 

Larger Expense Loading 


Account is taken of the fact that the 
companies have not been able to hold 
their expenses in the loading that was 
allowed heretofore. Many companies 
held out for an expense loading of 42 
percent, this to include everything ex- 
cept losses. However, a compromise 
was made on 40 percent. This leaves 
60 percent for losses, The expense ele- 
ment is now divided as follows: 


Percent 

Acquisition COSt ..°*...ccsesccccee 17% 

TORRE db ooo oncedecccsndesesocenne 2% 
Pay Roll Expense .......+e+++- 2 

Home Office Expense .......+.0++ 1% 
Cinta BRpERBE **6 vc ccccave staves 8 

Inspection Expense ........++++6- 2% 

Total 40 


It is the feeling among company of- 
ficials that with this new expense allo- 
cation it will be possible to pull through. 
Some companies found their expenses * 
in some states ran up to 44 percent. 


Political Situation Looms Up 


In some cases the companies are con- 
fronted with a political situation. When 
the National Council on Workmen’s 
Compensation Insurance endeavored to 
promulgate new rates in Tennessee, the 
state authorities would not permit them 
although the Council was justified in 
the position it took. Where the state 
authorities play politics the situation be- 
comes embarrassing and complicated. 

Undoubtedly one of the most dis- 
turbing problems at home offices has 
been the workmen’s compensation sit- 
uation. While of course no one can 
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tell what the loss ratio for 1923 was, 
underwriters are inclined to think that 
the experience will not be as disastrous 
in 1922 as the pay rolls were larger last 
year, the industries were going more 
strongly and hence the excess premiums 
on additional payrolls will help make 
up the deficit. However, the companies 
did not break even in 1923 on their com- 
pensation writing. 


ST. LOUIS SURETY MEN ELECT 





Frank Mead Again Heads Local As- 
sociation, Which Has Made Strides 
in Past Year 





ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 9.—Frank 
Mead of the Aetna will again head the 
Surety Underwriters Association of St. 
Louis, being the unanimous choice of 
the membership for the position of presi- 
dent. Under Mr. Mead’s guidance dur- 
ing its brief career the St. Louis surety 
organization has made great strides and 
it is generally admitted that conditions 
in the surety field are better today than 
for many years. 

Other officers for the year are: Vice- 
president, the accredited representative 
of the National Surety Company; secre- 
tary-treasurer, J. W. Rodger; and mem- 
bers of the executive committee, the 
accredited representatives of the follow- 
ing companies: Fidelity & Deposit, Fi- 
delity & Casualty, Union Indemnity, 
New Amsterdam Casualty and United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty. 


TO DISCUSS MONOPOLY BILL 
District of Columbia Committee Will 


Have a Meeting to Talk Over 
Fitzgerald Measure 





WASHINGTON, D. C. Jan. 9.—A 
meeting of the District of Columbia 
committee of Congress will be held at 
the capitol tomorrow, when it is an- 
ticipated consideration will be given 
the Fitzgerald bill, which proposes 
monopolistic fund for workmen’s com- 
pensation insurance. The measure was 
defeated at the former Congress, but 
its advocates are more determined than 
ever to force its passage this year. Op- 
ponents of the monopolistic feature are 
alive to the menace of the bill, fully 
appreciating that its adoption for the 
District of Columbia would give heart 
to proponents of such a policy else- 
where throughout the country, and will 
use every legitimate means to encom- 
pass its defeat. 





Reciprocal Changes to Mutual 

The Victory Indemnity Exchange of 
Memphis, Tenn., has discontinued busi- 
ness, its policies having been taken over 
by the Victory Mutual, organized by the 
officials of the former reciprocal. This 
change was effected shortly before the 
close of the year and was the eighth 
reciprocal or mutual to discontinue dur- 
ing 1923. Last year was not a particu- 
larly difficult year for the reciprocals 
and mutuals, but, in spite of the excel- 
lent business conditions and great pre- 
mium increases shown by most compa- 
nies, eight were forced out during the 
year. The Automobile Insurance Ex- 
change of Philadelphia was taken over 
during the year by the Keystone In- 
demnity Exchange, under orders of the 
insurance department. The Cadillac 
Mutual Automobile of Cleveland and 
the Cadillac Mutual Automobile of De- 
troit were both ordered into the hands 
of receiver, the latter being changed to 
a stock company by the officers of the 
mutual and going into the hands of 
receivers within six weeks of the reor- 
ganization. The Midwest of Wichita, Kan., 
the National Automobile Mutual Casualty 
of New York and the. Standard Auto- 
mobile Mutual of New York are all in 
the hands of receivers. The Liberty 
Mutual Automobile of Petoskey, Mich., 
has ceased business and is in the process 
of liquidation. The Illinois Automobile 
Insurance Exchange of Bloomington is 
now attempting to liquidate all claims 
at 15 cents on the dollar. 





FOR COMPULSORY PLAN 
MARYLAND OFFICIALS O. K. IT 
Insurance Department Head and In- 


dustrial Commissioner Favor 
Auto Liability Law 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 8.—Com- 
pulsory state liability and property 
damage insurance for automobiles is 


favored by Harvey W. Cooper, state in- 
surance commissioner, and Robert H. 
Carr, chairman of the Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission. Such a measure is 
on the program of legislation to be 
asked at the next session of the legisla- 
ture by the Automobile club. Mr. 
Cooper said: 

“I believe in compulsory automobile 
insurance. The automobilist should be 
responsible for the injury he may in- 
flict to the body or the property of 
others as well as anyone else. If he 
Wants to run an automobile on .the 
public roads, he should not object to 
taking out insurance which will guar- 
antee those whom he may injure or 
those whose property he may damage 
that they will be reimbursed. 

“It seems to me that there is a close 
parallel between compulsory automobile 
insurance and employers’ liability. The 
employer must be responsible for the 
injuries which that which he owns in- 
flicts on his employes. The automo- 
bilist should be made responsible in the 
same way to the public.” 


Industrial Commissioner’s View 


“I believe in compulsory automobile 
insurance,” said Mr. Carr. “It seems 
to me that there is a close analogy be- 
tween that and employers’ liability in- 
surance. The employer who wants to 
do business must be able to reimburse 
employes for damages and injuries done 
to them. 

“Persons who own nothing, not even 
the automobile which they drive, should 
not be permitted to drive their machine 
along the road in an irresponsible man- 
ner at the risk of doing injuries for 
which they may not be able to com- 
pensate the injured—both in the matter 
of property and in the matter of life 
and limb. 


Not for State Insurance 


“T am not so sure that I believe in 
the state insuring such men. The state 
insures employers now. But there is a 
difference between employers’ liability 
insurance and automobile liability insur- 
ance. 

“Employers’ liability insurance is 
based on statistics on the differing in- 
dustries. Automobile liability insurance 
is based largely on the character of the 
man driving the machine. It is impos- 
sible to obtain statistics which are as 
valuable as in the case of the employer. 

“I fear that if the state went into the 
business of insuring automobiles, the 
insurance companies would take all the 
good risks and leave the bad for the 
state. The state’s part in employers’ 
liability insurance does not work out 
that way.” 


Many Now Uninsured 


Less than 50 per cent of the motor- 
ists in Baltimore carry automobile in- 
surance—property damage and liability 
—and of this number 10 fer cent carry 
liability insurance without property 
damage, according to estimates made 
by local companies. 

“These figures are only approxima- 
tions,” one agent said. “Accurate data 
on the subject are hard to obtain. We 
do know, however, that when an appli- 
cation for automobile liability insurance 
in filed, a property damage clause is al- 
most invariably inserted at the request 
of the applicant.” 

“Collision insurance is purchased by 
approximately only 1 per cent of the 
policy holders, most car owners having 
confidence in their ability and careful- 





ness as drivers and believing that if an 


LIMIT GENERAL AGENTS 





FISHBACK ALLOWS ONLY ONE 





Washington Commissioner Explains 
New Law—Life Companies Par- 
ticularly Affected 


Life companies in particular are in- 
terested in the new Washington law 
which forbids insurance companies oper- 
ating in that state from having more 
than one general agent, for the reason 
that practically all the life concerns 
maintain at least two general agencies 
in the state. The same situation applies 
to the casualty and surety companies, 
whereas such fire companies as maintain 
general agencies in W ashington have 
not more than one office functioning in 
that capacity. 

Commissioner Fishback states that 
the new law will have little actual effect 
on the oferations of the fire and casualty 
companies, as agents who have been 
operating under the title of general 
agent or manager may assume the title 
of district agent, district supervisor or 
agency supervisor without any change 
in the functions they have been per- 
forming for their companies. “These 
are not regularly defined terms,” says 
Mr. Fishback, “but they really are 
terms which are more in accord with 
the real duties of these agents where 
two or more are operating for a com- 
pany in different parts of the state.” 


Terms Definitely Defined 


“The terms general agent or mana- 
ger are now definitely defined and are 
legal terms, and it becomes necessary 
in order for one to advertise himself in 
any way as general agent or manager 
to have an appointment on file in this 
department which complies with our 
statutes. 

“My ruling is that it will not be possi- 
ble to have more than one. general 
agent or manager authorized to act in 
the state of Washington. In case there 
were two or more, they would be 
clothed with equal authority, and we 
might be receiving instructions from 
two or more general agents of the same 
company at the same time, which would 
be in direct conflict with each other, and 
would be impossible for us under the 
circumstances to know which instruc- 
tion to act under. The whole plan of 
general agent and manager is contrary 
to the idea of two or more general 
agents. 

“It is entirely optional with any com- 
pany whether it appoints a_ general 
agent having jurisdiction over the state 
of Washington, and either a resident or 
a non-resident may be appointed as 
such with jurisdiction over this terri- 
tory.” 





Passes Million Mark 


In his first official announcement after 
taking office Jan. 1, Vice President 
George L. Truitt of the Northwestern 
Casualty & Surety of Milwaukee, stated 
that the $1,000,000 mark in net premiums 
written for 1923 had been successfully 
passed by the company. In __ taking 
charge of the affairs of the company, 
Mr. Truit expressed his intention of con- 
ducting the business along sound and 
conservative principles similar to those 
that have been followed by the company 
since its organization in February, 1922, 
less than two years ago. From all in- 
dications the company will continue to 
prosper in 1924. 











accident occurs it will be the other 
fellow’s fault and that he will have to 
pay the damages. 

“The percentage of commercial cars 
that are insured here is high when com- 
pared to the number of pleasure ve- 
hicles, and this despite the fact that the 
rate is higher. Business men, whose 
trucks are running on the crowded 
downtown streets, are awake to the 


necessity of protecting themselves.” 





BURNS VICE-PRESIDENT 





NAMED BY GENERAL CASUALTy 





Heads Liability and Compensation De 
partment—Gabbey Resigns as 
Agency Superintendent 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 8.—H, fF. 
Burns has been appointed a Vice-presj. 
dent of the General Casualty & Surety, 
in charge of the liability and compensa. 
tion department, in recognition of his 
services in reducing the loss ratio cop. 
siderably below the basis upon which 
compensation and liability rates are 
fixed. Mr. Burns has been manager oj 
the compensation and liability depart. 
ment during the past year. 

His first_ experience was with the 
Maryland Casualty in 1909 as inspector 
and consulting member of the inspec. 
tion staff on oil lines following gradua- 
tion from the Polytechnic Institute 9 
Brooklyn, N. Y. After five years with 
this organization he joined the Amer. 
can Mutual Compensation in 1914 as 
an inspector, later becoming manager 
of inspections and underwriting. After 
a consolidation of the American Mutual 
with the American Mutual Liability oj 
Boston in May, 1917, Mr. Burns was 
placed in charge of engineering and 
underwriting with the title of chief en. 
gineer. In 1920 he entered into business 
as an insurance advisor to industrial 
corporations and remained in that line 
of work until his appointment in charge 
of liability and compensation by the 
General Casualty & Surety in January, 

23. 

- Active in Rating Work 

Mr. Burns is widely known for his 
activity in assisting in the organization 
of practically all of the rating boards 
and bureaus throughout the country, 
He has served on many local and state 
schedule, manual and experience rating 
committees and on the national com- 
mittees for schedule rating and under- 
writing, also on the joint Massachusetts. 
New York committee on experience 
rating. 

Walter G. Gabbey has resigned a 
agency superintendent of the General 
Casualty & Surety. His successor has 
not yet been named. Mr. Gabbey is 
now in New York but has not an- 
nounced his plans for the future. 


AETNA LIFE GETS PROPERTY 


Buys Additional Space so That It May 
Expand Its Plant as 
Demands Require 


HARTFORD, CONN., Jan. 8 
Foreseeing a future expansion that may 
force it even beyond the bounds of its 
big new home office site, the tna Life 
announces that it has arranged to pur 
chase another large parcel of Hartford 
real estate adjoining the plot of 17 acres 
it acquired in 1921 as a site for its pro 
posed group of colonial buildings. 


The new section, which comprises 
between five and six acres, gives the 
company approximately 22 acres of 


property in almost the exact territorial 
centre of the city. The company ha 
no definite plans for making use of the 
property, according to Morgan B 
3rainard, president of the A&tna Life 
While this scheme provides for expat 
sion of nearly 50 percent, the compaiy 
is understood to feel that it should ne 
again risk the danger of outgrowing its 
home offices—a difficulty that has face 
it five times in its history of 73 years—- 
but one which the latest purchase seems 
likely to obviate. 


U. S. F. & G. Dividend 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 8—Directot 
of the United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
have declared the regular quarterly dive 
dend of $2 a share on the capital stot 
and also an extra dividend of 25 cents# 
share, beth payable Jan. 7 to stockholé 


ers of record Jan. 5. 
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The hand of misfortune rests heavily on an industrial 
_ community in one of the Central States, and two score 
lives are the toll exacted by Catastrophe. 
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Ate Wherever considerable numbers of workers congre- 
ty oi gate, there the catastrophe hazard stalks. Near or ) 
a remote, it is there. i 
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ae Of the humanitarian aspect of these holocausts, 
hare TR nothing adequate can be said, because their toll of 


vuary, sorrow cannot be measured. But the cost insurance- 


wise can be and is measured, and the burden falls 


hi - 
zation definitely upon the Insurer. 


zation 
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— In these instances the value of Catastrophe RE- 


. INSURANCE is typically demonstrated. The 


ue necessity of adequate resources, prompt service and 


4k perfect cooperation is most apparent. A service 
om which has all these qualities is what we furnish to 
bey TIA Casualty Companies,—a service of sterling worth to 


Company, Employer and Employe in such time of 
stress. 
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Fidelity and Surety Bonds 
of every Character and 
Description 


Prompt Service Intelligently Rendered 
Desirable Agency Territory Available 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


Detroit Fidelity and Surety Company 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





























We have valuable territory 
open in Ohio and are pre- 
pared to handle: 


Automobile Liability, Prop- 
erty Damage and Collision; 


Public Liability; 

Burglary; 

Plate Glass; 

Accident and Health; 
Fidelity and} Surety Bonds. 


FEDERAL SURETY COMPANY 


Home Office: Davenport, Iowa 


W. L. TAYLOR, Vice President and General Manager 




















GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident and Health, Burglary, Plate Glass, 

Steam Boiler, Automobile Liability, Property 

Damage and Collision, Elevator, Teams, Public 
Liability and Workmen’s Compensation 








FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
General Building 4th & Walnut Streets 
PHILADELPHIA 











FIRES LION RECEIVER 
NEBRASKA GOVERNOR'S ORDER 


Amos Thomas, Present Incumbent, 
May Refuse to Relinquish Post 





to Political Appointee 


a | 


LINCOLN, NEB., Jan. 8.—Under 


instructions from Governor 3ryan, 
Secretary Knudson of the department 
of trade and commerce has notified 


Amos rhomas, for several years re- 
ceiver of the Lion Bonding of Omaha, 
that he has been removed from that 
position and that another man will be 
named for the place by Jan. 15. 

The governor has been under a great 
deal of political pressure because Mr. 
Thomas, a Republican, was allowed for 
a year to hold down a position that paid | 
$1,000 a month, but he resisted this. | 
He believed, however, that while it 
would be unwise to change receivers 
after Mr, Thomas had been in charge 
so long, the salary was too high, and 
ordered it cut to $500 a month. This 
did not relieve the pressure any, and 
the understanding is that with another 
campaign facing the governor he gave 
in. The selection of Dexter T. Barrett, 
a Lincoln attorney and former state 
officer, is expected. 





May Not Accede to Demand 


Mr. Thomas may not accede to the 
demand. He says he will consult with 
the court, which makes the formal ap- 
pointment, and it is expected that cred- 
itors of the Lion will object to having 
some new man, even though a deserving 
Democrat take hold. 

Mr. Thomas said that he had accepted | 
the cut in salary, at the request of Mr. 
Knudson, who had written him a kindly 
letter in which he wished him every 
success. He accepted in the interest of 
harmony and because he felt that the 
best interests of the creditors demanded 
that he remain. He has had daily 
correspondence with Mr. Knudson, and 
no complaint had ever been made of 
his conduct as receiver. He says he 
does not believe the state executive can 
summarily and arbitrarily discharge a 
man merely to reward some politician. 
Mr. Thomas has been receiver since 
April, 1921, and has had 16,000 claims 
to pass on and litigation in 18 or 19 


States, 





Leavens Agency Assistant 


Harry C. Leavens has been ap- 
pointed agency assis tant, ci asualty lines, 
at the home office of the Travelers. 
For some time past he had been cas- 
ualty manager of the company’s branch 
office at Winnipeg, and before that he 
was field assistant and assistant mana- 
ger at the Toronto office. 

3efore going to the Travelers, Mr. 
Leavens was from 1912 to 1916 a purser 
on St. Lawrence river and Great Lake 
steamers. [In 1916 he enlisted as a 
private in the Canadian forces and was 
promoted to lieutenant, but on account 
of his naval experience was transferred 
to the Canadian navy and was engaged 
in patrolling, mine sweeping and con- 
voying on both the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific oceans. In June, 1918, he was 
appointed assistant to the shipping con- 
troller at Halifax where he served until 
discharged in November, 1919. 


Independence Gets Home Office Site 


The Independence Indemnity has ac- 
quired ownership of the site at the 
southeast corner of Walnut and Fifth 
streets in Philadelphia, on which it will 
erect an eight-story home office build- 
ing. The demolition of the existing im- 
provements is under way. 

The new structure will cover a plot 
having 120 feet frontage on Walnut 
street and 200 feet frontage on Fifth 
street. The total sum invested will be 
about $1,500,000. The contract for. the 
erection of the new building has not yet 
been awarded 


| try to be present. 
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CONVENTION WAS WAS HELp 


FIRST YEAR A BIG SUCCRgs 





General Agents of the Independeng, 
Indemnity Celebrate Its Achieve. 
ments at a Notable Gathering 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 9~ 
The unnrrecedented first year of the In- 
dependence Indemnity was_ celebrateg 
by a two-day convention of extraordi. 
nary interest here this week. 

It was the first gathering of the gen- 
eral agents of the company and repre. 
sented twenty different states, men hay. 
ing traveled from the Pacific slope, the 
Gulf states and other parts of the coyp. 


All Records Broken 


President Charles H, Holland brough 
out in his address the fact that the Inde. 
pendence had broken all known records 
in its first year of business, since it dig 
not start business until Jan. 22, 1993 
Yet it had already attained a premiy 
income of more than $2,700,000. The 
percentage of this amount represented 
by the various forms of coverages js 
particularly significant and runs from 
23.3 percent in the case of fidelity ang 
surety down to 9/10th of 1 percent jp 
that of steam boiler. 

Incidentally, the essentially public 
service character of the business was 
clearly indicated by the fact that the 
company’s inspection department was 
able to make more than 40,000 distinet 
safety recommendations to its poligy- 
holders during the year. 


Company’s New Building 


Mr. Holland made announcement a 
to the company ’s new building, for which 
the space is now being cleared on Inde. 
pendence Square. In doing this, the 
oldest office building in Philadelphia is 
being demolished and the new building 
when ready for occupancy, will accord 
architecturally with the venerable Inde. 
pendence Hall, which is, next to the 
capitol at Washington, probably the 
most famous structure in the United 
States. The Independence thus starts 
with an old and rich tradition despite 
the newness of its organization, Its 
staff includes many of the best know 
underwriters and producers in. the 
United States. 


New Coast Liability Company 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. &- 
A new auto liability stock company’ 
being organized by brokerage interests 
who have been, according to repott 
waxing fat on business from reciprocab 
and such concerns. This new compan) 
is being organized in Los Angeles by 
Cass & Johansing, who have been rep 
resenting the Standard Accident aa 
who are said to have been _ handling 
$1,000,000 a year in liability premium 
for the Automobile Club of Souther 
California. This report may be slightl 
exaggerated, but in any event it is & 
derstood that the profits from this but 
ness are furnishing the sinews for th 
new stock company being organized bj 
Cass & Johansing. 

Comment heard along insurance 10 
in San Francisco is that the old lis 
companies will now be in a position 
compete on an equal basis with thes 
Los Angeles interests who have bet 
getting so much business from the Aut 
Club because of their lower cost # 
doing business through and with th 
reciprocals. 


Sheeley Goes to Chicago 


F. L. Sheeley, superintendent of # 
casualty department of the Aetna Cat 
ualty & Surety at Des Moines, has be 
transferred to the Chicago branch office 





He was formerly connected with ® 
compensation bureau rating office in Dé 
Moines as manager for Iowa and % 
braska. Later he was associated we 
the Ocean Accident in Omaha. Befit 
going with the Aetna Casualty he # 
been with the Iowa Bonding. 
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The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 








CASUALTY 











Guarantee and Accident 
Company, Limited 


Head Office U. S. Branch 


134 S. La Salle Street 
Chicago, IIl. 


C. M. BERGER, Manager 


The company of “super service” is not a name that has been “applied’’ to the 
London Guarantee and Accident. It is a name well earned in more than fifty 
years of close co- operation with its agents. 





Over 60 Years of Public Service 

















Incorporated 1860 


UNITED 
FIREMEN’S INSURANCE 
COMPA 


Home Office—100 William Street, New York City 


F. W. LAWSON, Chairman of the Board 





PERCIVAL BERESFORD, President nowae> NEBIE ES, Sesvetary 
GEO. R. PACKARD, Vice Pres. A. H. HELLRIEGEL, 
HERBERT W. ELLIS, Vice Pree. FRANK J. GOODWIN, Assistant Secretary 


Over sixty years of public service faithfully performed have established the 
United Firemen’s as an institution of utmost dependability. An old reliable com- 
pany writing Fire, Tornado and Automobile Insurance. 
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W. E. SMALL, President E. P. AMERINE, Secretary 


Surplus and Reserves as to Policyholders, $2,054,516.67 





Georgia Casualty Company 


AUTOMOBILE 

PLATE GLASS 

BURGLARY 

LIABILITY 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION 


Macon, Ga. 


An American Company 








“‘Re-Insurance 
Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard __ 111 W. Jackson Blvd. 


Blanket Auto Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 


DEE A. STOKER 


CHICAGO 








The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 


of NEW YORK 


CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 


J. F. McFADDEN, President 


The American's Policy not only provides absolute protection’against abnormal_loss on 
all eutstanding covered accounts, but serves to prevent losses. 








If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 

511 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 104 Fifth Ave., New York 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 

R. J. LYDDANE, Manager 1045 Illinois Merchants Bank Bldg., Chicago 








EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY 


Assurance Corporation, Ltd., of London, England 
SAMUEL APPLETON, Manager and Attorney U. S. Branch, 33 Broad Street, Boston, Mass 
Original and Leading Liability Company 

All Forms of Liability Insurance 
The Mest Advanced and Practical Personal Accident and Sickness Policies 


THOS. BE. HANLON, General A Cale East Ky., W. Va., Tenn., First National Bank 
Ciacinnati; STONE, ‘AFFORD & STONE, General Agents, Ind. and Ky. 

Lemocke Annex, Indianapolis, Ind.; McMULLAN & DOUAIRE, Res. Mers., Ill. an 
Iowa, Ingerance Exchange Bldg., Chicago, Ill.; CHAS. H. GARRISON, State Agent, 
Mich, Majestic Bldg. Detroit; LOYAL DURAND, General Agent, Wis., Wells i 
Milwaukee; F. D. RSCHBERG & CO., General Agents, Merchants Exchange, St. 
Louis; LOVE-HASKELL COMPANY, General Agents, Woodmen of the World Build- 
Neb.; JAMES & MANCHESTER CO., General Agents, Leader-News _. 

; M. NEELY COMPANY, General Agents, Capitol Bank Bldg., St 
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WILL SOON MOVE EAST 


———_——_ 


PLAN OF LONDON GUARANTEE 


Will Have New United States Head- 
quarters Established in New York 
City by Mar. 1 





The London Guarantee & Accident 
hopes to be in its new United States 
headquarters in New York City at 55 
Fifth Avenue by Mar. 1. At present it 
is planning to start moving Feb. 21. 
Feb. 22 will be a holiday, the next day 
will be Saturday, the next Sunday. 
Therefore the company figures that it 
can have three days to get its records 
through. It will wait until the annual 
statement is out and has been filed with 
the various states. 

It will be necessary for the company 
to build up practically a new clerical 
force in New York City. However, 
there are 350 clerks in its New York 
office and they can be utilized to some 
extent until others are broken in. The 
higher men in the United States office 


will all go on to New York. The com- } 


pany will maintain a claim, inspection, 
pay roll and brokerage department in 
its new building in Chicago. These 
offices will be installed before the com- 
pany moves to New York. W. T. 
Stevens, general superintendent, will 
remain in Chicago in charge of the office 
in the new building. In addition to 
these departments the credit claim office 
and solicitors will be in the new office. 
The Credit Adjustment Bureau will be 
located there. C. M. Berger took charge 
as the actual head of the company in 
this country, Jan. 1. At that time Gen- 
eral Manager Fred W. Lawson officially 
retired. Mr. Berger however, has been 
in virtual charge since last summer. 


Question Illinois Law 


The Illinois compensation law is being 
questioned as to constitutionality in a 
damage suit brought against the Chi- 
cago Railways Company in Chicago. At- 
torneys for the plaintiff claim that they 
have right to sue the company, although 
compensation insurance was carried, as 
the act was unconstitutional, depriving 


workers of their rights without due 
process of law. This suit is not given 
much consideration, however, as this 


question has been brought up often in 
the past in similar suits and the law has 
not been seriously treatened as yet. 


. American Mutual Buys Building 


BOSTON, MASS., Jan. 8—The American 
Mutual Liability has purchased the past 
week a large five-story brick building on 
some 26,766 feet of land on Columbus 
avenue and Berkeley street, where it will 
make its future home. The property was 
formerly the home of the “Youth’s Com- 
panion.” The property is assessed for 
$513,000. 


Travelers Plans Anniversary Meeting 


The Travelers has announced the de- 
tails of qualification for the 6th anniver- 
sary convention which is to be held at 
the Chateau Frontenac, Quebec, Sept. 15- 
19. Qualification will depend on the pro- 
duction record of the first six months of 
this year. Particular emphasis will be 
given multiple line production and the 
$3,000 in premiums on 30 risks required 
must be divided among at least five 
major lines of insurance, with a mini- 
mum of $100 premiums in each. Qualifi- 
cation on one line would require $4,000 
premiums on 40 risks. 


Accidents in Twin Cities 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 8—<Acci- 
dents caused 17 more deaths in Minne- 
apolis in 1923 than in 1922 and 15 more 
than in 1921 according to a summary of 
the safety bureau of the Civic & Com- 
merce Association. Fifty-one persons 
died from automobile injuries, which was 
a sharp decrease compared to 1922. St. 
Paul, on the other hand, with a total of 
55 auto deaths last year, showed an in- 
crease of 60 percent over 1922. 








Lincoln Casualty’s Progress 


The Lincoln Casualty of Springfieg 
Ill., which was started a year ago ang 
at first licensed only in Illinois, finishes 
the year with $650,000 gross premiym; 
and licensed to do business in eigh 
states. The company anticipates 
million-dollar year in 1924. 





— ~ 


Gets American Employers 


The James & Manchester Company 
Cleveland has been appointed as gen. 
eral agent for Ohio for the American En. 
ployers of Boston. 


MANY PROBLEMS'ARE 
BEFORE INSURANCE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20) 
tional Insurance Commissioners (Cop. 
vention at its meeting in this city lag 
month adopted the resolution offereg 
by Commissioner Wells of Minnesota 
providing for a thorough study of the 
commission problem in the fire insyr. 
ance field. Mr. Wells favors a flat com. 
mision on all classes of fire and allie 


lines. In speaking to his resolution he 
mentioned 20 percent as a _ possible 
figure. Later he said that the figure 


was named merely as one to be cop. 
sidered. His own individual opiniop 
was that it was too high. Company 
managers generally share this thought, 
holding that if such commission is to 
be granted the country over, 17% per. 
cent would be a more nearly corre¢ 
figure. Agents will doubtless disagree 
with both of these conclusions and hold 
for a higher percentage. 


Hard to Gauge Sentiment 


It is practically impossible to gauge 
the majority sentiment of local agents 
on this question. Such as have de 
clared themselves differ very widely in 
their views. Some hold for the present 
graded scale of 15, 20 and 25 percent, 
Others ask for a flat 21 percent. Stil 
others urge that the only sensible way 
to compensate local agents is through 
the payment of a flat commission plus 
a contingent, the latter varying from 


r 


5 to 15 percent. 
Will Gather Data 


_ 

In almost equal degree will a diver- 
sity of view be found to obtain among 
managers on this question, The task 
assigned to a special committee of in- 
surance commissioners to _ investigate 
the entire commission problem is one 
of serious proportion. Commissioner 
Dunham of Connecticut, chairman of 
the committee, is already gathering data 
on the subject. Later on he will hold 
a series of conferences with company 
executives and local agents to get ther 
ideas. 

With what is broadly known as the 
American agency system, though no 
clear definition as to the exact mean 
ing of the term has yet been agreed 
upon, and with the leaders and the 
agents differing as widely in their in 
terpretation as outsiders, so broadly es 
tablished in this country, the chance 
its complete overturning is highly im 


probable. Yet even such a radical 
movement might result unless com- 
missions are held within reasonable 


bounds. 
Branch Office Plan 


Some companies have already found 
it possible to establish branch offices 
at leading centers. It is quite prob 
able that still others will be tempted 
to follow the same course if they aft 
forced to pay too high a scale of com 
mission. Branch offices are favored by 
not a few of the casualty companies 
It may be that the practice will be 
taken up more extensively in the firt 
line, especially by companies speciali 
ing on large city business. Where they 
are giving little heed to small tow? 
risks the whole question resolves itsel 
into a city proposition quite largely. 
This may not be placed entirely on 4 
matter of expense. It is one that 
agents as well as company officials 
must study very profoundly. 
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cl “Here’s to Another Year 
of Progress” 


During 1924, the Fidelity-Phenix, through its 
world-wide strength, its years of service to 
agents and policyholders, its departments of 
underwriting, finance, engineering and busi- 
ness development, its educational advertising, 
its constant search for new ideas and better 
methods—will continue to spread the doctrine 
cmt | of Progress throughout its entire field of 
: operation. 
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A Home Company with the backing 
of the people in its own home town. 


$150,000.00 in Premiums in Cincinnati alone. 
Quick Service to Agente—Prompt and 


Satisfactory Adjustments to Policyholders. 


All Forms of Automobile Insurance In One Policy 


GENERAL AGENTS WANTED IN— 


Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, West Virginia and Kentucky 


W. R. SANDERS, President 
HOME OFFICE CINCINNATI, OHIO 











ARGUS CHARTS 
FIRE CASUALTY 


‘*Twice as Many Companies’’ 
1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 


Mr. Local Agent, 
Every Town, U. S. 


Dear Sir:- 


The Argus Chart is the most useful small 
reference book you have ever had in your hand. 


Note the complete showing of companies—that 
is what a chart is for. The Argus gives the 
figures of ALL. 


Why else does anyone want a chart? If it 
does not give the companies one wants to look up. , 
it is only half useful. The Argus Chart is 
complete. 


All the leading stock companies— 
the small stock companies— 
the mutuals— 
the reciprocals— 
the Lloyds. 


The last four cannot be found ANYWHERE ELSE 
except in an expensive reporting service. 


An agent needs a chart in soliciting. He 
meets the competition of every sort of insurance ; 
concern. ‘‘I don’t know’’ is a poor answer 
when he is asked about them. HE IS EXPECTED TO 
KNOW—or to be able to tell. He can with an 
Argus Fire Chart or Argus Casualty Chart. 


The right Chart means premiums. It will SAVE 
premiums and GAIN premiums. The right chart is 
the Argus. 


The National Underwriter 
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GREAT NORTHERN HAD RALLY 


Chicago Company Held Meeting of Its 
State Managers at the Home 
Office Last Week 


The Great Northern Life of Chicago 
held its meeting of managers from the 
various states in Chicago Jan. 3-4. This 
was the first since the Central Business 
Men’s was consolidated with the Great 
Northern. Ways and means of increas- 
ing business in 1924 were discussed and 
there was considerable discussion of 
some new policy forms in the accident 
and health department which the com- 


pany anticipates issuing during the 
coming year. The Thursday afternoon 
session was devoted to accident and 
health insurance and the entire day 


Friday was spent on the life department. 
Considerable enthusiasm over the pros- 
pects of the coming year were displayed 
by the managers present. 

A successful year was reported for 
the accident and health department, for 
which the figures are not as yet avail- 
able. The life figures were reported, 
showing excellent results for 1923. 
Paid-for business in 1923 was $5,640,290 
as compared with $2,820,000 in 1922. 
This is an increase of $2,167,000 or over 
70 percent gain on paid-for business. 


Life insurance in force at the end of 
1923 was $19,657,795, as compared with 


$16,218,000 a year ago. This makes 
an increase of more than $3,400,000 in 
actual paid-for business in force. The 
reinstatement and conservation division 
of the life insurance department, or- 
ganized during the past year, was re- 


ported to have been very successful 
and will increase its activities during 
1924. 
Business Men’s Good Year 
The gross income of the Business 
Men’s Assurance of Kansas City last 


year amounted approximately to $3,250.,- 
000. It gained in ledger assets about 
$400,000. There was a gain of about 
$100,000 in surplus, bringing the cap- 








ital and surplus combined to about 
$525,000. A quota of $5,000,000 new 
life insurance business was accepted at 
the beginning of 1923 and was exceeded | 
by a comfortable margin. President | 
W. T. Grant attributes this largely to 
the effect of the salesmanship school 
conducted by the company, there being | 
graduated seven classes during the 
year. 


North American’s Year 


The premiums of the North Ameri- 


can Accident last year amounted to 
more than $2,250,000, which is an in- 
crease of $250,000 over the total busi- 
ness in 1922. The announcement is 


made by Vice-President H. A. Luther. 
Mr. Luther says that startine the new 
year, the company has taken as _ its 
slogan “A million more in ’'24—Re- 
duced Lapses—Increased Business.” All 
lines of policies written will be handled 
in separate departments but will be 
under the supervision of Vice-president 
Luther. 


Pacific Mutual Premiums 
The Pacific Mutual Life wrote in ac 
cident and health premiums last year 
more than $5,000,000. In California it 
wrote $1,300,000. Its total new life in 
surance amounted to $100,000,000. 
Vice-President Baker states that last 
year the noncancellable policy premiums 
amounted to $1,835,000. This year he 
predicts that the noncancellable premi- 
ums will be $2,200,000. 


Dark With American Liability 
W. W. Dark, who has been manager 
of the commercial department of the 
Provident Life & Accident, has been 
placed in charge of the accident and 





== 
——— 


health department of the American Lig. 
bility of Cincinnati. He was formerly 
connected with the American Centra] 
Life of Indianapolis, being secretary 
for 11 years. He organized the Busj. 


| ness Men’s Indemnity of Indianapolis 


and served as secretary for seven years 
During the time that W. R. Sanders oj 
the American Liability was president oj 
the Health and Accident Underwriter, 
Conference Mr. Dark was secretary of 
that organization. ; 


Gets Out New Manual 


The United States National Life ¢@ 
Casualty has just completed its ney 
combined commercial and monthly pre. 
mium payment insurance manual of jp. 
structions to agents. This manual econ. 
tains 120 pages of insurance information 
and instruction. The publishing of this 
manual for each main underwriting de. 
partment is part of the educational plan 
put into operation by the company. This 
manual is the second one in the series, 
the weekly payment manual having beep 
published last July. 


Officials on Eastern Trip 


A. M. Johnson, president, and C. 
Boyer, vice-president and general mana- 
ger United States National Life & Cas. 
ualty, left Chicago for an eastern trip, 
holding agency meetings and banquets 
at Pittsburgh, Baltimore, and Atlantic 
City, ending up at Newark, N. J., next 
Saturday evening. All company repre- 
sentatives in Pennsylvania, Maryland 
Delaware and New Jersey will meet the 


company officials at one of these points 





T. M. Simmons Promoted 


T. M. Simmons has been appointed as- 
sistant superintendent of agents of 
Pan-American Life of New Orleans, in 
charge of the accident and health deparr- 
ment. He is a son of Vice-President 
and General Manager E. G. Simmons of 
the company. 


the 


Fairly With Great Northern 
G. A. Fairly, formerly secretary of the 
National Travelers Benefit of Des Moines 
is now general agent in that city for the 
Great Northern Life of Chicago. 


Old American’s Convention 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 
The annual convention of the officers and 
district deputies of the Old American was 
held at the Oklahoma City office Satur- 
day. Following an all-day business ses- 
sion, a banquet was given at the 
Huckins hotel 


§... 


Kentucky Central Increases Capital 


The Kentucky Central Life & Aecci- 
dent of Louisville has filed amended arti- 


cles increasing capital stock from 
$200,000 to $300,000. 
Accident Notes 
William W. Lowerre has been ap- 


pointed agent for the Massachusetts Pro- 


tective in Hartford, Conn. 

The United States National Life & 
Casualty has received licenses now to 
transact life health and accident busi- 





ness in Oregon, Nebraska and Kentucky. 
This makes 34 states. 

Dancing and good fellowship were the 
principal factors that tended to make 
the annual frolic of the home office em- 
ployes of the Time of Milwaukee the 
success that it was. As usual the party 
was held in the offices of the company. 
Under the auspices of the _ officials. 
President C. G. Traphagen takes a per- 
sonal interest in making the parties the 
enjoyable events they have come to be. 


Bulletin on Unemployment Insurance 


“Unemployment Insurance” is the lat- 
est bulletin to be prepared by the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin extension division 
department of debating and public dis- 
cussion, and gives material on a sub- 
ject that has attracted the widest inter- 


est in the state. The Wisconsin 
Federation of Labor, the Wisconsin 
legislative library, and the Wisconsin 


Manufacturers’ Association and members 
of the University of Wisconsin faculty 
furnished material for the pamphlet. 
The bulletin presents argument for both 
sides, 
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em- sending for Gabriel H. Moyer, man- srsine ¢ pel a at ps Ta esi a poe 
the ager of the f ‘ arrangi f : . a. aoe Pegi 
party meetin Me i ~" ~~, re vor partment was established is about $90.,- 
pany chai gs with mr oyal Meeker, 500,000. There has been a gain of 
cials chairman of the board in charge of the | $10,000,000 in the last year. 
-~ yey Commissioner McCulloch. te 
> be : e fund has long since passed the | North Dakota Rulings 
point where its own representatives de- hese : : 
wil tided it would no longer need special “Assistance to a neighbor, whether 
advantages ” Mr Dig 5 tel ie acr- gratuitious or not,” was entirely outside 
lat ernor voy “7 BBs ON the course of employment, decided the 
Uni the elim; e ask only a square deal in | North Dakota workmen’s compensation 
ision he elimination of special favors and | bureau, when it denied compensation to 
| dis- <-(ieeeaen treatment existing since | the general manager of an elevator, who ; 
sub ‘910, during slack hours helped a neighbor 
ntet- ry point was made that the differ- peinelligin Bogen gy 5 scrap iron and was in- FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS 
nsin ‘ntial was to be allowed only until the | JuTed while so doing. 
onsin lund had gotten on its feet. but Mr Another unusual case brought before ACCIDENT, HEAL’ BURGLARY 
onsin iggs pointed out that condition we i the bureau came from a man working AUTOMOBILE, LIABILI ® PLATE GLASS 
nbers h < 1a¢ | in a coal mine. He was struck on the AND WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
Ity ‘en reached long ago. arm by a piece of coal Physicisz 
= J. E. Parnell of Indiana, G. Frank | found the. clai had — myelitis erase Union bon Greet Ee Naala > 
phlet Kelly of “ a, . § ‘| found the claimant had osteomyelitis 636-836 Union Street 100 Maiden ‘ 
both ily of Scottdale, E. H. Bair of | years previous but that while the arm New Orleans New York 


“teensburg, A. E. McCloskey and W. 
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Was more vulnerable by reason thereof 
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way the employer could make 
copies of accident reports, 
the insurance company and one to the 
state and the job would be done. It 
seemed to be the opinion of the insurance 
men and officials of the court that a 
feasible plan for uniform blank could be 
developed and used in this state 


duplicate 
mail one to 


Few Complying With New Law 


COLUMBUS, O., Jan, 8.—Comparatively 
few Ohio employers affected by the new 





THE NATIONAL 


sation for the loss of the teeth but did 


yffer to make a part’ payment on the 
cost of new “store” teeth on the ground 
that the loss of the teeth was not covered 


in the compensation law Both thé in- 
dustrial court and the insurance depart- 
ment declared that they felt that 
man was entitled compensation 
that the company ought the 
of the dentist and an additional sum 


pain and suffering. 


to 


to pay 


May Broaden Maryland Law 

















law have complied with the provision 
which requires that all those employing BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 8 Workers 
three or more persons regularly must | earning over $2,000 a year, who are not 
apply for state compensation insurance. | protected by the Maryland workmen's | 
In case accidents occur in the plants of | compensation law, will be brought with 
these employers they will lose their com-|in the scope of that law if an amend- 
mon law defense in case suits are insti- | ment proposed by the State Accident 
tuted. Applications are coming in at |Commission is adopted by the legisla 
the rate of 100 a day, whereas there | ture. 
should be thousands, it is said. The new This $2,000 limit was set years ago 
law increases maximum awards from $15 | when it possibly was assumed a man 
to $18 a week, and death awards from | getting that amount would soon become 
$5,000 to $6,500. so wealthy that loss of an arn les 
—_— sugh injuries would not work a hart 
: and- at if he lost his life his famil 

Compensation for Loss of Teeth wonelPy ade Ra the compensation law 

TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 8.—The Kansas | for relief 
insurance department and the industrial Common law protection, however, has 
court are of the belief that a man who | been such that last’ vear there was only 
has his teeth knocked out in an indus- | one case in which a claim for compensa 
trial accident is entitled to compensa- |tion was disallowed on account of 
tion even though there is no scheduled | victim making over $2,000 No effort has 
amount fixed for the loss of teeth. The | been made by firms in insuring workers 
question came up in relation to a claim | to deprive the $2,000 and over class from 
against the Sherman & Ellis Service. | benefits. Courts, it is said, have shown 
The employe lost half a dozen front | no disposition to accept high wage as a 
teeth in an accident. The insurance or- | reason for relieving employers of lia- 
ganization declined to pay any compen- | bility. 

WITH BURGLARY UNDERWRITERS 
d 
x 

BUFFALO LOSS RATIO HEAVY | heavy in 1923 and in some cases the 





Burglary Writing Offices Give Reason | 
for Bad Situation There and 
Suggest Remedies 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Jan. 8.—The bur- 
glary loss ratio in this city ran rather | 


| companies lost considerably in the busi- | 


ness written here. One agent for a 
|} large burglary writing company re- | 


ported that the loss ratio of his com- 
pany in Buffalo for the year would run 
close to 100 per cent. 
have avoided an unhealthy loss ratio by 


accepting only preferred business, but, | 


even in these cases, it is doubtful 


Some companies | 
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whether Buffalo is considered a paying 
burglary insurance territory. 

So bad has the situation become in 
the year or two that two of the largest 
companies in the business and several 
smaller ones have quit writing theft in 
surance in Buffalo, while others are 
scrutinizing their returns so closely and 
hedging their underwriting so closely 
with restrictions that the indications are 
that more may drop out of the field 
unless conditions are bettered. 


Reason for Situatiom 


The reasons for this condition in the 


ber: 1. Merchants and others in the city 
do not adequately protect their property 
against theft. 2. The local police force, 


prior to the several shake-ups within 
the last few months, never seemed able 
to cope with the situation. 3. There 


are hundreds of large and small firms 
in the city that fail to carry the pro- 
tection they should, which in turn means 
a higher loss ratio and consequently 
greater premium burden on those who 
carry adequate lines. 4. There are so 
many brokers writing burglary lines in 
the city that are incompetent that many 
risks are placed which carry too heavy 
a moral or physical hazard or which 
have never been properly inspected. The 
after-effects of prohibition in indueing 
an unusually violent crime wave have 
nothing to do with this situation, in the 
opinion of some underwriters. 


Remedies Suggested 


Remedies for the existing situation 
suggested by some of the local agents 
are: 1. An organized effort to wake 
the public to the need for better police 
protection and better mechanical and 
physical protection of property against 
robbery. 2. Providing protection on a 
scientific basis so that it will be possi- 
| ble to insure a particular risk on the 
virtues of the proposition, and give a 
| reduced rate for more complete pro- 
tection. 3. Elimination of the broker- 
| age evil through an investigating board 


burglary line in Buffalo, as given by | 
representative agents, are four in num- | 








to be formed jointly by the companie, 
operating in Buffalo and the agents to 
investigate risks and to pass on the 
eligibility of brokers applying for licenge 

Among the comparatively recent 
losses on which burglary companies 
have paid out good money were the 
robbery at the wholesale jewelry estap. 
lishment of the Charles F. Damm Com. 
pany, $25,000 or more; Robbins-Bladey 
& Robbins, wholesale jewelry, insurance, 
paid $5,000 (full amount of policy) logs 
much greater; and the Richardson’s, 
fur store and women’s shop. 


Clarify Bank Forms 
YORK, 


a 


Jan. 


NEW 9—Although the 
standard burglary and robbery policies 
copyrighted by the American Bankers 


Association are in process of revision py 
Thomas B. Paton, general counsel for the 
organization, the changes, it under- 
stood, will tend to clarify the coverage 
which the insurance companies are gq}. 
ready granting, but which, under the 
present language of the contracts, would 
enable a company to deny liability for 
any loss other than that for which the 
assured would be held responsible by a 
court decision. The proposed revision 
is not only agreeable to the underwrit. 
but would be welcomed by them, 


is 


ers, 


Bank Loss in Texas 
AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 8.—The Ocean, 
Southern Surety and United States Fj- 
delity & Guaranty were hit by the $24,090 
night bank robbery at San Marcos, Tex 
No been made thus far 


On 


arrests have 


North Dakota Bank Losses Light 





FARGO, N. D., Jan. 8—The North Da- 
kota bank burglary loss totals $10,000 
for the past year. This is $6,000 legs 


than the loss of 1922. 


Fidelity Union Increases Capital 


The Fidelity Union Casualty of Dallas 
Tex., has amended its charter, increasing 
its capital stock from $200,000 to $309,- 
000, following approval by the attorney- 
general of Texas. 





ARYLAND 








_ WINTER 
HAZARDS 


CASUALTY 
bonds are good all the year, furnishing 
protection, day and night, summer and winter. 
But the snow, ice and rains of winter furnish 
additional reasons for insurance protection. 


policies and 














Automobile accidents increase through 
skidding on slippery streets. Falling ice and 
| snow and slippery pavements make Public 
| Liability Insurance covering business and 
residence property a greater necessity than 
ever. 
Freezing often plays havoc with sprink- \ Be 
ling and plumbing systems. Interior damage acne 
| to buildings and furnishings, caused largely by These and many other hazards make Acci- 
leaky roofs, frequently results from winter dent, Automobile, Burglary, Plate Glass, Pub- 
q rains. ; lic Liability, Sprinkler Leakage and Water 
Burglars become more active. Cold Damage Insurance especially desirable at this 
weather makes plate glass windows more sus- season of the year. 
ceptible to breakage. Ice and snow increase The Maryland Casualty Company writes 
the ever present hazard of injuries to yourself these forms and practically all lines of Cas- 
from falls. ualty Insurance and Surety Bonds. 
Maryland Casualty Company 
| aryland Casua ompan 
| CASUALTY INSURANCE BALTIMORE SURETY BONDS 
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AMONG SURETY MEN | 
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JOBS SHOULD BE FINANCED 





Guy LeRoy Stevick Comments on 
Necessity of Looking Into Plans of 
Road Contractors 


Guy LeRoy Stevick of San Francisco, 
who is vice-president for the Fidelity 
& Deposit on the coast, in talking before 
the recent agency convention of the 
company said that in writing road con- 
tractors the surety man should see to 
it that a contractor has financed his 
job in satisfactory shape. This should 
all be taken into consideration in ad- 
vance. If a bank loans money to a 
contractor and he fails to pay, naturally 
the bank expects to get the money out 
of the surety. Mr. Stevick said that 
a good plan would be to sell the bank 
abond guaranteeing that the loan would 
be paid at a rate of 1 percent. 

In case of paving contracts, Mr. 
Stevick said that the contractor must 
be financed all the way through, because 
in many cases he only receives his pay 
at the end when the job is finally ap- 
proved. , ha 

In speaking of the position bond, Mr. 
Stevick said that he has found that 
many agents do not urge it because 
they cannot successfully explain it or 
they have not had enough confidence in 
it, He has found a few concerns where 
the expense in handling the fidelity 
schedule was exceedingly heavy because 
of the accounting that had to be done 
every time a new employe was put on 
ora change made. If a concern there- 
force can be sold a position bond which 
carries an annual automatic premium 
adjustment this cuts down the detail 
and expense to such an extent that an 
unprofitable account could be changed 
into a profitable one. 


——— 








NEW OKLAHOMA SURETY BOND 


Legislature Passed an Act Requiring 
Real Estate Salesmen and Brokers 
to Give Instrument 


Thomas E. Braniff of Oklahoma 
City recently had a conference with the 
State Real Estate Commission of Ok- 
lahoma concerning bonds on behalf of 
real estate brokers and salesmen re- 
quired under the law passed by the last 
Oklahoma legislature. Mr. 3 ranift 
gives the following information: 

“A bond of $1000 will be required of 
each broker and salesman engaged in 
the real estate business. This bond 
will be required of brokers and of their 
employes on salary or commission sell- 
ing real estate. An employer can not 
give one bond covering all his em- 
ployes. Each must be bonded sep- 
arately, The Real Estate Commission 
asks that those coming under this law 
do not send in their bonds until the 
commission has forwarded them the 
proper forms to be used. The premium 
on these bonds will be $10 each. We 
would suggest that you make an aggres- 
sive campaign among the real estate 
firms of your community to secure this 
business. These bonds’ will be 
promptly executed at this office on re- 
ceipt of application, where the stand- 
ing of the applicant iustifies.” 


Takes Over Charleston Contract 


The Standard Accident, which gave 
bond for the Ring-Hartman Company, 
for the erection of the Baptist Temple, 
Charleston, W. Va., in the amount of 
approximately $150,000, has had to take 
over the contract and proceed with the 
job. 














PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN | 











John A. Keelan, assistant secretary 
and agency manager of the Time, of 
Milwaukee, is on a vacation trip this 
month in Florida. His associates assert 
that he will have some interesting expe- 
riences to relate upon his return the end 
of January, for he is an out-of-door 
enthusiast. President C. G. Trapha- 
gen of the Time has announced to the 
field force a “Keelan” month and indi- 


cations point to a 
January business. 


large increase in 


E, C. Bowen, assistant secretary of 
the accident department, Aetna Life, is 
in the hospital with a-.broken leg, the 
result of a fall in Hartford. Mr. Bowen 
has had a bad leg for years and was 
unfortunate in suffering a fall which 
produced a break at the hip. 














Pennsylvania Grade Crossing Accidents 


The tremendous increase of 2,170 per- 
cent in steam railroad grade crossing 
casualties during the past decade in 
Pennsylvania, with an 800 percent in- 
crease in the number of fatalities, is 
shown by the reports to the bureau of 
accidents of the State Public Service 
Commission. 

In 1923 there were 1,042 grade crossing 
accidents in which 190 persons were 
killed and 595 injured. Automobiles were 
factors in 85 percent of the casualties and 
in 83 percent of the total number of per- 
sons killed. 

Comparison with 1922 shows an in- 
crease of 360 in the number of casualties 
reported, an increase of 51 in the number 
of persons killed and an increase of 107 
in the number of persons injured. Auto- 
mobiles struck and wrecked at grade 
crossings last year numbered 883, caus- 
ing death to 137 occupants and injury to 
509 riders. 

In 1914 there were 48 grade crossing 
casualties, resulting in 13 persons being 
killed and 85 injured. 





Business Men’s Agents Meet 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Jan. 8.—The an- 
nual meeting of the leading producers of 
the Business Men’s Assurance of this 
city was held here this week, nearly 125 
Present from 23 states. There were few 
Speeches, most of the time being given 
over to a general discussion of sales and 
organization problems, but strong ad- 
dresses were given at the opening ses- 
sion by the president of the local cham- 
ber of commerce, Superintendent Ben C. 





Hyde of the Missouri department, and 
Ranson Stevens, special agent of the 
Aetna Life. Much of the discussion by 
company officers and field men was on 
life insurance. The company has not 
decreased its efforts along the line of 
health and accident production, but it 
has carried on a strong life insurance 
compaign in conjunction with its other 
lines with excellent results. The inter- 
locking of these two lines, life, health 
and accident, was shown. 


Takes Stand on State Fund Bill 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 8.—The 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce has 
taken a stand in opposition to the pro- 
posed compensation bill for the District 
of Columbia and has notified the United 
States Chamber of Commerce of its posi- 
tion on this matter. The Fitzgerald bill, 
which was defeated at the last session 
of congress and has now been introduced 
in the new congress, is looked upon as 
dangerous legislation in the eyes 6f the 
members of the Philadelphia chamber of 
commerce. It is deemed as a menace to 
the insurance companies and also private 
business. President Julius H. Barnes 
of United States Chamber of Commerce 
has been notified by the Philadelphia 
chamber of its position in no uncertain 
terms, stating that the proposed bill 
would take from employes freedom of 
contract and common-law defenses. 





Paul Berghaus has been appointed 
surety bond agent of the General Cas- 
ualty & Surety with headquarters in 
Newark, N. J. 





WILL SEE ARCHITECTS 
SURETY MEN TO INVESTIGATE 


Prejudice Exists in Chicago Which Ac- 
counts for So Few Bonds on 
Private Work 


At the annual meeting of the Surety 
Underwriters Association of Chicago 
this week presided over by the new 
president, W. L. Wilder of the Fidelity 
& Casualty, there was a discussion on 
the private contract situation in Chi- 
cago. Chicago architects as a class 
usually their clients not to re- 
quire bonds but to secure a first class 
contractor and allow the architect to 
supervise the work If there is any 
doubt about the contractor, a bond is 
required. : 

It was stated that in the past there 
were some unfortunate settlements over 


advise 


bonds where claims had been made, 
This has prejudiced the architects to 
such an extent that it has been impos- 
sible to make them boosters for surety 
bonds. The 1% percent rate does not 


seem to be the handicap as does the 
reputation that some companies had in 
the past of obscuring the real situation 


with technicalities. At least such is 
the charge made by the architects. 
Some of the architects claim that red 


tape abounds and there are many tech- 
nicalities. 
Committee Is Named 


C. W. Olson of the Continental Cas- 
ualty declares that pressure should be 
brought to bear on the architects and 
some action secured. The matter he 
said should be cleared up. This repu- 
tation and this prejudice should be re- 
moved and the architects should be 
shown that the surety companies desire 
to be eminently fair. On his motion a 
committee was appointed to go over 
the situation and meet' with some of 
the leading architects to find out their 
position. The committee consists of 
Mr. Olson, W. G. Kress of Conkling, 
Price & Webb, and A. C. Arnold of the 
Indemnity Company of North America, 
who are expected to report at the next 
meeting. 


More Publicity Desired 


Another subject that came up was 
publicity for the surety business. 
Some members felt that the surety men 
and companies were working more or 
less in the dark and that the public 
was unacquainted with what they were 
doing. It was thought best to have a 
committee study this subject and see 
if something could be done to bring 


the business more before the public 
eye. A committee consisting of R. E. 
Cline, Aetna Casualty; C. M. Leith, 


Standard Accident and W. W. Steiner, 
Globe Indemnity, was appointed to pre- 
sent a program, It was thought that 
the association could appropriate some 
money for advertising and publicity 
purposes. 


Chicago Firm Incorporates 


Stewart, Keator, Kessberger & Led- 
erer of Chicaen gave a dinner Tuesdo~ 
night to their office and producing staff, 
there being 20 in attendance. W. H. 
Stewart, head of the firm, presided. He 
announced that the premiums last year 
ran above $500,000 and this vear would 
nearly touch $750,000. Owing to the 
magnitude of the firm’s operations it 
has been decided to incorporate, the offi- 
cers being Mr. Stewart, president; H. 


_F. Keator, vice-president: E. H. Kess- 


berger, vice-president; E. L. Lederer, 
secretary-treasurer. It was decided to 
allow five men of the organization out- 
side of the officers to become stockhold- 
ers. The firm will carry on a new busi- 
ness contest ending May 1, for which 
cash prizes will be given. 

The firm was started March 1, 1920, 
and has made substantial progress. 








GIVES. FUNDAMENTALS 


————_ 


AUTO POLICY IS ANALYZED 
G. E. Turner of Clearing House Gives 
Basis of Comparison of Mutual and 
Reciprocal Contracts 





A lesson on the fundamentals of in- 
surance was given by George E. Turner, 
general counsel of the Casualty Infor- 
mation Clearing House, in his address 
Tuesday evening before the Insurance 
Club of Chicago on “Stock and Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Policies.” Mr. 
Turner emphasized the fact that specific 
comparisons of contract details are of 
second consideration. They are the 
super-structure which is valueless with- 
out a foundation of the fundamentals of 
the business. He said that every under- 
writer of every class of insurance should 
first get a firm grip on these funda- 
mentals and then develop them with 
the more intricate super-structure. 


Two Essential Considerations 


_ The two fundamentals of automobile 
insurance, or any other class of insur- 
ance, according to Mr. Turner, are: 
Who is the payor or the person who 
makes the contract; and what are the 
conditions under which payment will 
be made. Mr. Turner said that these 
two basic questions are sufficient to 
analyze any contract on the market. 
They bring the contract to a comparison 
with the promisory note in which the 
signor and the maturity date and con- 
ditions are the essential factors. First 
taking up the question of who will pay, 
Mr. Turner compared the reciprocal and 
mutual contract to the promisory note 
which is signed by perhaps 3,000 men, 
total strangers to each other, unknown 
to the person accepting the note and 
individuals whose identity and location 
cannot be learned in any manner. The 
terms of the note call for payment 


“sometime” or perhaps never. 
| 


The essential difference betwen the 
stock policy or the mutual or reciprocal 
policy is strikingly brought out in the 
opening paragraph of the policy. The 
stock policy opens with a definite prom- 
ise from a going concern with financial 
backing, one which can definitely and 
immediately be located. The reciprocal 
contract opens with the provisions that 
the subscribers “do hereby severally 
agree” to carry out the terms that fol- 
low. Each exchange is an office at 
which many may come in and make the 
promise to pay, but which offers no 
entity for action. A mutual is, it is true, 
an incorporated company, but it again 
is made up of many members, agreeing 
to pay each other on this “promisory 
note”, though identity is unknown to 
each other. 


Shows Conditions of Payment 


As for the conditions under which 
payment will be made, Mr. Turner cited 
numerous examples of policy contracts, 
showing the many ramifications built 
about the reciprocal and mutual con- 
tracts in comparison with the clear-cut 
agreement of the stock policy. Particu- 
lar reference is made to the fact that the 
holder of a mutual policy invariably 
agrees to be bound by all bylaws of the 
organization, present or future, although 
nothing is known as to what may be 
enacted in the way of a bylaw. Mr. 
Turner also made particular reference 
to the non-assessable policy which is 
issued by many mutuals, saying that this 
is a matter that has caused much ap- 
prehension to stock automobile under- 
writers in the past, although un- 
grounded. Mr. Turner said that the 
non-assessable policy, when approached 
with the view of the second great 
fundamental, the conditions of payment, 
reacts of itself to prevent sales to 
thoughtful purchasers. The non-as- 
sessable clause, written as an attraction 
for prospects, cuts off from the policy- 
holder his power to recover under a 
loss, striking at the very purpose of the 
clause. 
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AUTOMOBILE, COMPENSATION, LIABILITY, 
ACCIDENT, BURGLARY AND PLATE 
GLASS INSURANCE. 

















INSURANCE EXCHANGE, CHICAGO 
45 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK 

















HE relation between the Continental Cas- 

ualty Company and its agents is perhaps 
more intimate and personal than is the rule, since 
the Company operates as a part of the agent’s 
érganization rather than as a factor outside it. 


Capital & Surplus..............§ 2,500,000.00 
Resources .................+.-. 10,226,053.74 
Liabilities 7,662,794.76 
Net Premium Income, 1922..... 11,467,961.86 


All forms of Health and Acci- 
dent, Liability, Compensation, 
Burglary, Plate Glass and 
Surety bonds. 


Continental Casualty Company 
H. G. B. ALEXANDER, President 
General Offices: Chicago $3 Canadian Office: Toronto 
Write to Us 


The Continental Has Paid More Than $37,000,000.00 in Claims 
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ATTRIBUTES NECESSARY 
TO REACH THE TOP 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40) 


succeeded who didn’t have an open 
mind and who didn’t welcome ideas as 
presented. 

“If you will study the insurance busi- 
ness you will find that the men who 
have gotten to the top are those who 
have worked intelligently, persistently 
and enthusiastically. They have not 
shirked work when there was anything 
to be done. 


Every Position Has an 
Opportunity Attached to It 


“T once knew a young man who ap- 
proached the vice-president of a large 
company and asked for a _ position. 
‘What sort of a position do you want’, 
he was asked. The reply came, ‘Any 
position with a good future in it’. The 
vice-president said, ‘All positions have 
good futures to them. You can be 
anything you want in this company, 
just so long as you make up your mind 
to it.’ The boy entered as a file clerk, 
went on up through the various desks, 
became a map clerk, then an examiner 
and is now a vice-president himself 
with a very good chance of being made 
president at no great future date. This 
man never went to college. He is not 
what is called a brilliant man. He 
knows insurance. When it came to 
policy forms he studied them assidu- 
ously. He memorized them. He knew 
them backwards. There was a com- 
mon saying in the office that as far as 
this boy was concerned he knew policy 
forms 40 ways from the jack. 


a 


and any other duties that I could fing. 


Manager McIlwaine Started 
in a Local Agency 


“A. G. McIlwaine, United States 
manager of the London & . Lancashire 
started in a bank agency of Petersbyr 
Va., and went through all the stages of 
the local business. He became a state 
agent for the New York Underwriter; 
and then went on up. to.the London & 
Lancashire. He worked and he workeg 
hard. He studied. He got on mighty 
well, 

“President Rush of the North Amer. 
ica started in as an Office boy at $24 
week. President Damon of the Spring. 
field got a job with the old Washington 
Fire at $50 a year. He studied harg 
and he worked his way up. 

United States Manager Shallcross of 
the North British began in an English 
office by filling ink pots, copying letters, 
running errands and asking questions 
He was another human interrogation 
point, ° 

Most of the men who are at the top 
| started out in just this way and most 
| of them started out with a determination 
to make good. They did not start with 
the idea of what they could get out 
of it at the beginning. President Bailey 
of the American of Newark once said, 
“There was nothing said about salary 
when I got my job. I simply went to 
the office to do what I could do and 
did not know whether I was going to 
get any pav for the month.” 

Mr. Stafford in commenting on this 
said. “This is quite different from the 
spirit of the boy today who is entering 








In spirit and in appearance he is one of the youngest men in the business, 


| John F. Stafford, western manager of the Sun, is truly a self made man, 
1 


Yet, John Stafford was a child, even though a small one, when his parents’ 


|| home was burned in Chicago at the time of the great fire in 1871. 
||  Staffords lived at the corner of Monroe street and Michigan avenue. 


is now in the business district. 


they could get reestablished in Chicago. 
newsboy in Chicago, selling daily papers on one of the leading street corners 
while he was a lad. He entered the insurance business as a minor clerk in 
| the adjusting office of A. P. Redfield at Chicago in 1887 and a year later 
|| became a clerk in the western office of the National of Hartford. He has 
| worked up by sheer merit to his present position. 
|| to the force of The National Underwriter, gave some practical advice to | 
young men on getting ahead. The suggestions he makes are well worth | 


adopting. 


The 
This 


The Staffords at that time went out to | 
Downers Grove on the Burlington road and built a house, living there until 

| 

| 


Mr. Stafford, by the way, was a | 


Mr. Stafford in his talk | 





“Now it takes study and it takes 
stick-to-itiveness to do ‘this sort of 
thing, but it can be done. Did anyone 
of you ever think you hadn’t a chance? 
Well, you have. You have an even 
chance with every young man in the 
business today. Just let me recite a 
few instances of men who have gone 
from the very bottom of the ladder and 
who have advanced round by round to 
the top. 


How President Snow 
Got to the Top 


“President Snow of the Home of New 
York, started as an office boy in an 
agency at Waterbury, Conn. His du- 
ties began at 7 o’clock in the morning 
when he built the fire. Then he would 
go back to breakfast and report at 8 
o’clock. He took an hour for lunch 
and worked until 6 o’clock. Then he 
had supper and then returned to the 
office until 9:30 p. m. He was sent to 
New York City occasionally and one 
day while there he got a job with the 
Home. 
and see that no one who didn’t belong 
there entered the vault. ‘How will I 
know who belongs in the vault?’ said 
young Snow. The answer was, ‘That’s 
for you to find out’. He did find out. 
He kept his eyes open, he worked and 
he studied and he went forward 


“Henry Evans, chairman of the 
board of his four companies, started 
as a boy in the cashier’s department 


of the Continental. 


He checked proofs of loss. He was 


made a map clerk, then he became an | 


examiner and went upwards. In speak- 
ing about his early days he said, ‘I just 
worked, that is I did all my own work 


He had to sit outside the vault. 


He kept books. | 


business. His first question is, ‘how 
much am I going to get?’ This spirit 
destroys the boy’s usefulness. He is 
more interested in pay day than he is 
in giving service. If he will come clean 
and will apply himself, be patient, he 
will go through all right. If he studies 
and works and interchanges ideas with 
his fellows, he will reach the top. The 
trcuble is that most of the boys want 
to get rich quick and are not satisfed 
to go through the various stages that 
will eventually land them at the top. 
I had a young man in my office whom 
1 would like to set up as an example 
of one who determined to make good 
He was in our bookkeeping lepartment. 
He was in line for very material advance- 
ment. He came to me saying that he 
wished to get into the underwriting de 
partment to learn that branch of the 
business. I said to him that there was 
but one position open that could be 
offered and that was on the map desk. 
I told him that he would have to enter 
| the underwriting department through 
the map position to get anywhere m 
| order to study the fundamental princ- 
| ples of underwriting. I reminded him 
| that the job paid $50 less a month that 
| he was getting. He said, ‘I will takeit 
He did take it and he made good. He 





is now a special agent. He is stil 
making good. That is the stuff that 
| counts.” : 
| Mr. Stafford recalled the names @ 


other prominent men in the business 
who started at the foot of the ladder, 
| all to show that hard work, intchigent 
| applicatin to business, the study of ones 
calling and an enthusiasm for the wot 
| will eventually build ‘up an asset tha 
'is worth while. 
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“$4.75!—who'll make it $5.00>2”’ 


“T will!” says the indifferent insurance man. 


Our $4.75 per capita fire loss—though 
nearly seven times that of Great Britain, our 
nearest ‘competitor—continues to grow each 
year. 


“They also serve (to increase fire loss) who 
only stand and wait (for others to instill Fire 
Prevention ideas in the minds of the general 


public).”’ 


The American 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Western Department Home Office 
ROCKFORD, ILL. NEWARK, N. J. 
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